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LAWH-I-KARMIL
(Tablet of Carmel)

All glory be to this Day, the Day in which the fragrances of mercy have been wafted
over all created things, a Day so blest that past ages and centuries can never hope to
rival it, a Day in which the countenance of the Ancient of Days hath turned towards
His holy seat. Thereupon the voices of all created things, and beyond them those of the
Concourse on High, were heard calling aloud: ‘Haste thee, O Carmel, for lo, the light
of the countenance of God, the Ruler of the Kingdom of Names and Fashioner of the

heavens, hath been lifted upon thee.’

Seized with transports of joy, and raising high her voice, she thus exclaimed: ‘May
my life be a sacrifice to Thee, inasmuch as Thou hast fixed Thy gaze upon me, hast
bestowed upon me Thy bounty, and hast directed towards me Thy steps. Separation
from Thee, O Thou Source of everlasting life, hath well nigh consumed me, and my
remoteness from Thy presence hath burned away my soul. All praise be to Thee for
having enabled me to hearken to Thy call, for having honoured me with Thy footsteps,
and for having quickened my soul through the vitalizing fragrance of Thy Day and the
shrilling voice of Thy Pen, a voice Thou didst ordain as Thy trumpet-call amidst Thy
people. And when the hour at which Thy resistless Faith was to be made manifest did
strike, Thou didst breathe a breath of Thy spirit into Thy Pen, and lo, the entire
creation shook to its very foundations, unveiling to mankind such mysteries as lay

hidden within the treasuries of Him Who 1is the Possessor of all created things.’

No sooner had her voice reached that most exalted Spot than We made reply:

‘Render thanks unto thy Lord, O Carmel. The fire of thy separation from Me was fast
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consuming thee, when the ocean of My presence surged before thy face, cheering thine
eyes and those of all creation, and filling with delight all things visible and invisible.
Rejoice, for God hath in this Day established upon thee His throne, hath made thee the
dawning-place of His signs and the dayspring of the evidences of His Revelation. Well
is it with him that circleth around thee, that proclaimeth the revelation of thy glory,
and recounteth that which the bounty of the Lord thy God hath showered upon thee.
Seize thou the Chalice of Immortality in the name of thy Lord, the All-Glorious, and
give thanks unto Him, inasmuch as He, in token of His mercy unto thee, hath curned
thy sorrow into gladness, and transmuted thy grief into blissful joy. He, verily, loveth
the spot which hath been made the seat of His throne, which His footsteps have
trodden, which hath been honoured by His presence, from which He raised His call,
and upon which He shed His tears.

‘Call out to Zion, O Carmel, and announce the joyful tidings: He that was hidden
from mortal eyes is come! His all-conquering sovereignty is manifest; His all-
encompassing splendour is revealed. Beware lest thou hesitate or hale. Hasten forth and
circumambulate the City of God that hath descended from heaven, the celestial Kaaba
round which have circled in adoration the favoured of God, the pure in heart, and the
company of the most exalted angels. Oh, how I long to announce unto every spot on
the surface of the earth, and to carry to each one of its cities, the glad-tidings of this
Revelation—a Revelation to which the heart of Sinai hath been attracted, and in
whose name the Burning Bush is calling: “Unto God, the Lord of Lords, belong the
kingdoms of earth and heaven.” Verily this is the Day in which both land and sea
rejoice at this announcement, the Day for which have been laid up those things which
God, through a bounty beyond the ken of mortal mind or heart, hath destined for
revelation. Ere long will God sail His Ark upon thee, and will manifest the people of

Bahd' who have been mentioned in the Book of Names.’

Sanctified be the Lord of all mankind, at the mention of Whose name all the atoms
of the earth have been made to vibrate, and the Tongue of Grandeur hath been moved
to disclose that which had been wrapt in His knowledge and lay concealed within the
treasury of His might. He, verily, through the potency of His name, the Mighty, the
All-Powerful, the Most High, is the ruler of all that is in the heavens and all that is on

earth.
(Baha'u'llah, Tablets of Baha'u'llah, p. 1)

O kings of the earth! He Who is the sovereign Lord of all is come. The Kingdom is
God’s, the omnipotent Protector, the Self-Subsisting. Worship none but God, and, with
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radiant hearts, lift up your faces unto your Lord, the Lord of all names. This is a

Revelation to which whatever ye possess can never be compared, could ye but know .

We see you rejoicing in that which ye have amassed for others and shutting out
yourselves from the worlds which naught except My guarded Tablet can reckon. The
treasures ye have laid up have drawn you far away from your ultimate objective. This
ill beseemeth you, could ye but understand ic. Wash from your hearts all earthly
defilements, and hasten to enter the Kingdom of your Lord, the Creator of earth and
heaven, Who caused the world to tremble and all ics peoples to wail, except them that
have renounced all things and clung to that which the Hidden Tablet hath ordained.

This is the Day in which He Who held converse with God hath attained the light of
the Ancient of Days, and quaffed the pure waters of reunion from this Cup that hath
caused the seas to swell. Say: By the one true God! Sinai is circling round the
Dayspring of Revelation, while from the heights of the Kingdom the Voice of the Spirit
of God is heard proclaiming: “Bestir yourselves, ye proud ones of the earth, and hasten
ye unto Him.” Carmel hath, in this Day, hastened in longing adoration to attain His
court, whilst from the heart of Zion there cometh the cry: “The promise is fulfilled. That
which had been announced in the holy Writ of God, the Most Exalted, the Almighty,

the Best-Beloved, is made manifest.”

O kings of the earth! The Most Great Law hath been vevealed in this Spot, this
scene of transcendent splendour. Every hidden thing hath been brought to light by
virtue of the Will of the Supreme Ordainer, He Who hath ushered in the Last Hour,
through Whom the Moon hath been cleft, and every irrevocable decree expounded.

Ye are but vassals, O kings of the earth! He Who is the King of Kings hath
appeared, arrayed in His most wondrous glory, and is summoning you unto Himself,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Take heed lest pride deter you from recognizing
the Source of Revelation, lest the things of this world shut you out as by a veil from
Him Who is the Creator of heaven. Arise, and serve Him Who is the Desire of all
nations, Who hath created you through a word from Him, and ordained you to be, for

all time, the emblems of His sovereignty.

By the righteousness of God! It is not Our wish to lay hands on your kingdoms.
Our mission is to seize and possess the hearts of men. Upon them the eyes of Baha are
fastened. To this testifieth the Kingdom of Names, could ye but comprehend it. Whoso
followeth his Lord will renounce the world and all that is therein; how much greater,
then, must be the detachment of Him Who holdeth so august a station! Forsake your
palaces, and haste ye to gain admittance into His Kingdom. This, indeed, will profic
you both in this world and in the next. To this testifieth the Lord of the realm on high,
did ye but know it.
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How great the blessedness that awaiteth the king who will arise to aid My Cause
in My kingdom, who will detach himself from all else but Me! Such a king is numbered
with the companions of the Crimson Ark—the Ark which God hath prepared for the
people of Baha'. All must glorify his name, must reverence his station, and aid him to
unlock the cities with the keys of My Name, the omnipotent Protector of all that
inhabit the visible and invisible kingdoms. Such a king is the very eye of mankind, the
luminous ornament on the brow of creation, the fountainhead of blessings unto the
whole world. Offer up, O people of Baha', your substance, nay your very lives, for his

assistance.
(Baha'u'llah, The Kitab-i-Agdas, p. 47)

CALL out to Zion, O Carmel, and announce the joyful tidings: He that was hidden
from mortal eyes is come! His all-conquering sovereignty is manifest; His all-
encompassing splendour is revealed. Beware lest thou hesitate or hale. Hasten forth and
circumambulate the City of God that hath descended from heaven, the celestial Kaaba
round which have circled in adoration the favoured of God, the pure in heart, and the
company of the most exalted angels. O how I long to announce unto every spot on the
surface of the earth, and to carry to each one of its cities, the glad-tidings of this
Revelation—a Revelation to which the heart of Sinai hath been attracted, and in
whose name the Burning Bush is calling: ‘Unto God, the Lord of Lords, belong the
kingdoms of earth and heaven.” Verily this is the Day in which both land and sea
rejoice at this announcement, the Day for which have been laid up those things which
God, through a bounty beyond the ken of mortal mind or heart, hath destined for
revelation. Ere long will God sail His Ark upon thee, and will manifest the people of

Baha' who have been mentioned in the Book of Names.

THE Most Great Law is come, and the Ancient Beauty ruleth upon the throne of
David. Thus hath My Pen spoken that which the histories of bygone ages have related.
At this time, however, David crieth aloud and saith: ‘O my loving Lord! Do Thou
number me with such as have stood steadfast in Thy Cause, O Thou through Whom
the faces have been illumined, and the footsteps have slipped!’

THE Breath hath been wafted, and the Breeze hath blown, and from Zion hath
appeared that which was hidden, and from Jerusalem is heard the Voice of God, the

One, the Incomparable, the Omniscient.

LEND an ear unto the song of David. He saith: “Who will bring me into the Strong
City? The Strong City is ‘Akka, which hath been named the Most Great Prison, and

which possesseth a fortress and mighty ramparts... Peruse that which Isaiah hath
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spoken in His Book. He saith: ‘Get thee up into the high mountain, O Zion, that
bringest good tidings; lift up thy voice with strength, O Jerusalem, that bringest good
tidings. Lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah: “Behold your God! Behold
the Lord God will come with strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him.” This Day
all the signs have appeared. A great City hath descended from heaven, and Zion
trembleth and exulteth with joy at the Revelation of God, for it hath heard the Voice

of God on every side.
(Baha'u'llah, The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah, p. 90)

The voice and the lamentation of the true Faith have been raised. It calleth aloud and
saith: “O people! By the righteousness of God! I have attained unto Him Who hath
manifested me and sent me down. This is the Day whereon Sinai hath smiled at Him
Who conversed upon it, and Carmel at its Revealer, and the Sadrah at Him Who
taught it. Fear ye God, and be not of them that have denied Him. Withhold not
yourselves from that which hath been revealed through His grace. Seize ye the living
waters of immortality in the name of your Lord, the Lord of all names, and drink ye in

the remembrance of Him, Who is the Mighty, the Peerless.”
(Baha'u'llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 37)

O Shaykh! Great is the Cause, and great the Announcement! Patiently and calmly
ponder thou upon the resplendent signs and the sublime words, and all that hath been
revealed in these days, that haply thou mayest fathom the mysteries that are hid in the
Books, and mayest strive to guide His servants. Hearken with thine inner ear unto the
Voice of Jeremiah, Who saith: “Oh, for great is that Day, and it hath no equal.” Wert
thou to observe with the eye of fairness, thou wouldst percetve the greatness of the Day.
Incline thine ear unto the Voice of this All-Knowing Counsellor, and suffer not thyself
to be deprived of the mercy that hath surpassed all created things, visible and invisible.
Lend an ear unto the song of David. He saith: “Who will bring me into the Strong
City?” The Strong City is ‘Akka, which hath been named the Most Great Prison, and
which possesseth a fortress and mighty ramparts.

O Shaykh! Peruse that which Isaiah hath spoken in His Book. He saith: “Get thee
up into the high mountain, O Zion, that bringest good tidings; lift up Thy Voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings. Lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the
cities of Judah: ‘Behold your God! Behold the Lord God will come with strong hand,
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and His arm shall rule for Him.

This Day all the signs have appeared. A Great Ciry
hath descended from heaven, and Zion trembleth and exulteth with joy at the
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Revelation of God, for it hath heard the Voice of God on every side. This Day
Jerusalem hath attained unto a new Evangel, for in the stead of the sycamore standeth
the cedar. Jerusalem is the place of pilgrimage for all the peoples of the world, and hath
been named the Holy City. Together with Zion and Palestine, they are all included
within these regions. Wherefore, hath it been said: “Blessed is the man that hath
migrated to ‘Akka.”

Amos saith: “The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter His Voice from Jerusalem,;
and the habitations of the shepherds shall mowrn, and the top of Carmel shall wither.”
Carmel, in the Book of God, hath been designated as the Hill of God, and His
Vineyard. It is here that, by the grace of the Lord of Revelation, the Tabernacle of
Glory hath been raised. Happy are they that attain thereunto; happy they that set
their faces towards it. And likewise He saith: “Our God will come, and He will not be

silent.”

O Shaykh! Reflect upon these words addressed by Him Who is the Desire of the
world to Amos. He saith: “Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel, for, lo, He that formeth
the mountains and createth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thoughe,
that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth, the
Lord, the God of Hosts, is His name.” He saith that He maketh the morning darkness.
By this is meant that if, at the time of the Manifestation of Him Who conversed on
Sinai anyone were to regard himself as the true morn, he will, through the might and
power of God, be turned into darkness. He truly is the false dawn, though believing
himself to be the true one. Woe unto him, and woe unto such as follow him without a
clear token from God, the Lord of the worlds.

[saiah saith: “The Lord alone shall be exalted in that Day.” Concerning the
greatness of the Revelation He saith: “Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for
fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His majesty.” And in another connection He
saith: “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall
rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy
and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto ic, the splendor of Carmel and

Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the splendor of our God.”
(Baha'u'llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 144)

THE time fore-ordained unto the peoples and kindreds of the earth is now come. The
promises of God, as recorded in the holy Seriptures, have all been fulfilled. Out of Zion
hath gone forth the Law of God, and Jerusalem, and the hills and land thereof, are
filled with the glory of His Revelation. Happy is the man that pondereth in his heart
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that which hath been revealed in the Books of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-
Subsisting. Meditate upon this, O ye beloved of God, and let your ears be attentive
unto His Word, so that ye may, by His grace and mercy, drink your fill from the
crystal waters of constancy, and become as steadfast and immovable as the mountain

in His Cause.

VERILY I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the Face, and hear the
Voice, of the Promised One. The Call of God hath been raised, and the light of His
countenance hath been lifted up upon men. It behoveth every man to blot out the trace
of every idle word from the tablet of his heart, and to gaze, with an open and unbiased
mind, on the signs of His Revelation, the proofs of His Mission, and the tokens of His
glory.

Great indeed is this Day! The allusions made to it in all the sacred Seriprures as the
Day of God attest its greatness. The soul of every Prophet of God, of every Divine
Messenger, hath thirsted for this wondrous Day. All the divers kindreds of the earch
have, likewise, yearned to attain it. No sooner, however, had the Day Star of His
Revelation manifested itself in the heaven of God’s Will, than all, except those whom
the Almighty was pleased to guide, were found dumbfounded and heedless.

O thou that hast remembered Me! The most grievous veil hath shut out the peoples
of the earth from His glory, and hindered them from hearkening to His call. God grant
that the light of unity may envelop the whole earth, and that the seal, ‘the Kingdom is

God's’, may be stamped upon the brow of all its peoples.
(Baha'u'llah, The Proclamation of Bahd'u'llah, p. 112)

In the Book of Isaiah it is written: “Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for
fear of the Lord, and for the glory of His majesty."No man that meditateth upon this
verse can fail to recognize the greatness of this Cause, or doubt the exalted character of
this Day—the Day of God Himself. This same verse is followed by these words: “And
the Lord alone shall be exalted in that Day.” This is the Day which the Pen of the Most
High hath glorified in all the holy Seriprures. There is no verse in them that doth not
declare the glory of His holy Name, and no Book that doth not testify unto the
loftiness of this most exalted theme. Were We to make mention of all that hath been
revealed in these heavenly Books and holy Scriptures concerning this Revelation, this
Tablet would assume impossible dimensions. It is incumbent in this Day, upon every
man to place his whole trust in the manifold bounties of God, and arise to disseminate,
with the utmost wisdom, the verities of His Cause. Then, and only then, will the whole

earth be enveloped with the morning light of His Revelation.
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(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 13)

The Divine Springtime is come, O Most Exalted Pen, for the Festival of the All-
Merciful is fast approaching. Bestir thyself, and magnify, before the entire creation, the
name of God, and celebrate His praise, in such wise that all created things may be
regenerated and made new. Speak, and hold not thy peace. The day star of blissfulness
shineth above the horizon of Our name, the Blissful, inasmuch as the kingdom of the
name of God hath been adorned with the ornament of the name of thy Lord, the
Creator of the heavens. Arise before the nations of the earth, and arm thyself wich the

power of this Most Great Name, and be not of those who tarry.

Methinks that thou hast halted and movest not upon My Tablet. Could the
brightness of the Divine Countenance have bewildered thee, or the idle talk of the
froward filled thee with grief and paralyzed thy movement? Take heed lest anything
deter thee from extolling the greatness of this Day—the Day whereon the Finger of
majesty and power hath opened the seal of the Wine of Reunion, and called all who are
in the heavens and all who are on the earth. Prefervest thou to tarry when the breeze
announcing the Day of God hath already breathed over thee, or art thou of them that

are shut out as by a veil from Him?

No veil whatever have I allowed, O Lord of all names and Creator of the heavens,
to shut me from the recognition of the glories of Thy Day—the Day which is the lamp
of guidance unto the whole world, and the sign of the Ancient of Days unto all them
that dwell therein. My silence is by reason of the veils that have blinded Thy creatures’
eyes to Thee, and my muteness is because of the impediments that have hindered Thy
people from recognizing Thy truth. Thou knowest what is in me, but I know not what
is in Thee. Thou art the AH—Knowing, the All—lnfovmed. By Thy name that excelleth all
other names! If Thy overruling and all-compelling behest should ever reach me, it
would empower me to revive the souls of all men, through Thy most exalted Word,
which T have heard uttered by Thy Tongue of power in Thy Kingdom of glory. It
would enable me to announce the revelation of Thy effulgent countenance where
through that which lay hidden from the eyes of men hath been manifested in Thy

name, the Perspicuous, the sovereign Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Canst thou discover any one but Me, O Pen, in this Day? What hath become of the
creation and the manifestations thereof? What of the names and their kingdom?
Whither are gone all created things, whether seen or unseen? What of the hidden
secrets of the universe and its revelations? Lo, the entire creation hath passed away!
Nothing remaineth except My Face, the Ever-Abiding, the Resplendent, the All-
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Glorious.

This is the Day whereon naught can be seen except the splendors of the Light that
shineth from the face of Thy Lord, the Gracious, the Most Bountiful. Verily, We have
caused every soul to expire by virtue of Our irresistible and all-subduing sovereigney.
We have, then, called into being a new creation, as a token of Our grace unto men. [

am, verily, the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.

This is the Day whereon the unseen world crieth out: “Great is thy blessedness, O
earth, for thou hast been made the foot-stool of thy God, and been chosen as the seat of
His mighty throne.” The realm of glory exclaimeth: “Would that my life could be
sacrificed for thee, for He Who is the Beloved of the All-Merciful hath established His
sovereignty upon thee, through the power of His Name that hath been promised unto
all things, whether of the past or of the future.” This is the Day whereon every sweet
smelling thing hath derived its fragrance from the smell of My garment—a garment
that hath shed its perfume upon the whole of creation. This is the Day whereon the
rushing waters of everlasting life have gushed out of the Will of the All-Merciful.
Haste ye, with your hearts and souls, and quaff your fill, O Concourse of the realms

above!

Say: He it is Who is the Manifestation of Him Who is the Unknowable, the
Invisible of the Invisibles, could ye but perceive it. He it is Who hath laid bare before
you the hidden and treasured Gem, were ye to seck it. He it is Who is the one Beloved
of all things, whether of the past or of the future. Would that ye might set your hearts

and hopes upon Him!

We have heard the voice of thy pleading, O Pen, and excuse thy silence. What 1s it
that hath so sorely bewildered thee?

The inebriation of Thy presence, O Well-Beloved of all worlds, hath seized and

possessed me.

Arise, and proclaim unto the entire creation the tidings that He Who is the All-
Merciful hath directed His steps towards the Ridvan and entered it. Guide, then, the
people unto the garden of delight which God hath made the Throne of His Paradise.
We have chosen thee to be our most mighty Trumpet, whose blast is to signalize the

resurrection of all mankind.

Say: This is the Paradise on whose foliage the wine of utterance hath imprinted the
testimony: “He that was hidden from the eyes of men is revealed, girded with
sovereignty and power!” This is the Paradise, the rustling of whose leaves proclaims: “O
ye that inhabit the heavens and the earth! There hath appeared what hath never
previously appeared. He Who, from everlasting, had concealed His Face from the sight
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of creation is now come.” From the whispering breeze that wafteth amidst its branches
there cometh the cry: “He Who is the sovereign Lord of all is made manifest. The
Kingdom is God’s,” while from its streaming waters can be heard the murmur: “All
eyes are gladdened, for He Whom none hath beheld, Whose secret mo one hath
discovered, hath lifted the veil of glory, and uncovered the countenance of Beaury.”

Within this Paradise, and from the heights of its loftiest chambers, the Maids of
Heaven have cried out and shouted: “Rejoice, ye dwellers of the realms above, for the
fingers of Him Who is the Ancient of Days are ringing, in the name of the All-
Glorious, the Most Great Bell, in the midmost heart of the heavens. The hands of
bounty have borne round the cup of everlasting life. Approach, and quaff your fill.
Drink with healthy relish, O ye that are the very incarnations of longing, ye who are

the embodiments of vehement desire!”

This 1s the Day whereon He Who is the Revealer of the names of God hath stepped
out of the Tabernacle of glory, and proclaimed unto all who are in the heavens and all
who are on the earth: “Put away the cups of Paradise and all the life-giving waters
they contain, for lo, the people of Baha' have entered the blissful abode of the Divine

Presence, and quaffed the wine of reunion, from the chalice of the beauty of their Lord,
the All-Possessing, the Most High.”

Forget the world of creation, O Pen, and turn thou towards the face of thy Lord,
the Lord of all names. Adorn, then, the world with the ornament of the favors of thy
Lord, the King of everlasting days. For We perceive the fragrance of the Day whereon
He Who is the Desire of all nations hath shed upon the kingdoms of the unseen and of
the seen the splendor of the light of His most excellent names, and enveloped them with
the radiance of the luminaries of His most gracious favors—favors which none can

reckon except Him, Who is the omnipotent Protector of the entire creation.

Look not upon the creatures of God except with the eye of kindliness and of mercy,
for Our loving providence hath pervaded all created things, and Our grace
encompassed the earth and the heavens. This is the Day whereon the true servants of
God partake of the life-giving waters of reunion, the Day whereon those that are nigh
unto Him are able to drink of the soft-flowing river of immortality, and they who
believe in His unity, the wine of His Presence, through their recognition of Him Who is
the Highest and Last End of all, in Whom the Tongue of Majesty and Glory voiceth
the call: “The Kingdom is Mine. I, Myself, am, of Mine own right, its Ruler.”

Attract the hearts of men, through the call of Him, the one alone Beloved. Say: This
is the Voice of God, if ye do but hearken. This is the Day Spring of the Revelation of
God, did ye but know it. This is the Dawning-Place of the Cause of God, were ye to
recognize it. This is the Source of the commandment of God, did ye but judge it fairly.

10
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This is the manifest and hidden Secret; would that ye might percetve it. O peoples of
the world! Cast away, in My name that transcendeth all other names, the things ye
possess, and immerse yourselves in this Ocean in whose depths lay hidden the pearls of
wisdom and of utterance, an ocean that surgeth in My name, the All-Merciful. Thus

instructeth you He with Whom is the Mother Book.

The Best-Beloved is come. In His right hand is the sealed Wine of His name. Happy
is the man that twrneth unto Him, and drinketh his fill, and exclaimeth: “Praise be to
Thee, O Revealer of the signs of God!” By the righteousness of the Almighty! Every
hidden thing hath been manifested through the power of truth. All the favors of God
have been sent down, as a token of His grace. The waters of everlasting life have, in
their fullness, been proffered unto men. Every single cup hath been borne round by the
hand of the Well-Beloved. Draw near, and tarry not, though it be for one short

momendt.

Blessed are they that have soared on the wings of detachment and attained the
station which, as ordained by God, overshadoweth the entire creation, whom neither
the vain imaginations of the learned, nor the multicude of the hosts of the earth have
succeeded in deflecting from His Cause. Who is there among you, O people, who will
renounce the world, and draw nigh unto God, the Lord of all names? Where is he to be
found who, through the power of My name that transcendeth all created things, will
cast away the things that men possess, and cling, with all his might, to the things
which God, the Knower of the unseen and of the seen, hath bidden him observe? Thus
hath His bounty been sent down unto men, His testimony fulfilled, and His proof
shone forth above the Horizon of mercy. Rich is the prize that shall be won by him who
hath belicved and exclaimed: “Lauded art Thou, O Beloved of all worlds! Magnified be
Thy name, O Thou the Desire of every understanding heart!”

Rejoice with exceeding gladness, O people of Baha', as ye call to remembrance the
Day of supreme felicity, the Day whereon the Tongue of the Ancient of Days hath
spoken, as He departed from His House, proceeding to the Spot from which He shed
upon the whole of creation the splendors of His name, the All-Merciful. God is Our
witness. Were We to reveal the hidden secrets of that Day, all they that dwell on earth

and in the heavens would swoon away and die, except such as will be preserved by

God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Such is the inebriating effect of the words of God upon Him Who is the Revealer of
His undoubted proofs, that His Pen can move no longer. With these words He
concludeth His Tablet: “No God is there but Me, the Most Exalted, the Most Powerful,

the Most Excellent, the All-Knowing.”
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 27)

11
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The Pen of Revelation exclaimeth: “On this Day the Kingdom is God’s!” The Tongue of
Power is calling: “On this Day all sovereignty is, in very deed, with God!” The Phoenix
of the realms above crieth out from the immortal Branch: “The glory of all greatness
belongeth to God, the Incomparable, the All-Compelling!” The Muystic Dove
proclaimeth from its blissful bower, in the everlasting Paradise: “The source of all
bounty is derived, in this Day, from God, the One, the Forgiving!” The Bird of the
Throne warbleth its melody in its retreats of holiness: “Supreme ascendancy is to be
ateributed, this Day, to none except God, Him Who hath no peer nor equal, Who is the
Most Powerful, the All-Subduing!” The inmost essence of all things voiceth in all things
the testimony: “All forgiveness floweth, in this Day, from God, Him to Whom none can
compare, with Whom no partners can be joined, the Sovereign Protector of all men,
and the Concealer of their sins!” The Quintessence of Glory hath lifted up its voice
above My head, and crieth from such heights as neither pen nor tongue can in any
degree describe: “God is my witness! He, the Ancient of everlasting days is come, girded
with majesty and power. There is none other God but Him, the All-Glorious, the
Almighty, the All-Highest, the All-Wise, the All-Pervading, the All-Seeing, the All-

Informed, the Sovereign Protector, the Source of eternal light!”
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 35)

By Him Who is the Great Announcement! The All-Merciful is come invested with
undoubted sovereignty. The Balance hath been appointed, and all them that dwell on
earth have been gathered together. The Trumpet hath been blown, and lo, all eyes have
stared up with terror, and the hearts of all who are in the heavens and on the earth
have trembled, except them whom the breath of the verses of God hath quickened, and
who have detached themselves from all things.

This is the Day whereon the earth shall tell out her tidings. The workers of iniquity
are her burdens, could ye but perceive it. The moon of idle fancy hath been cleft, and
the heaven hath given out a palpable smoke. We see the people laid low, awed with the
dread of thy Lord, the Almighty, the Most Powerful. The Crier hath cried out, and
men have been torn away, so great hath been the fury of His wrath. The people of the
left hand sigh and bemoan. The people of the right abide in noble habitations: they
quaff the Wine that is life indeed, from the hands of the All-Merciful, and are, verily,
the blissful.

The earth hath been shaken, and the mountains have passed away, and the angels

have appeared, rank on rank, before Us. Most of the people are bewildered in their
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drunkenness and wear on their faces the evidences of anger. Thus have We gathered
together the workers of iniquity. We see them rushing on towards their idol. Say: None
shall be secure this Day from the decree of God. This indeed is a grievous Day. We
point out to them those that led them astray. They see them, and yet recognize them
not. Their eyes are drunken; they are indeed a blind people. Their proofs are the
calumnies they uttered; condemned are their calumnies by God, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting. The Evil One hath stirred up mischief in their hearts, and they are
afflicted with a torment that none can avert. They hasten to the wicked, bearing the

register of the workers of iniquity. Such are their doings.

Say: The heavens have been folded together, and the earth is held within His grasp,
and the corrupt doers have been held by their forelock, and still they underscand not.
They drink of the tainted water, and know it not. Say: The shout hath been raised, and
the people have come forth from their graves, and arising, are gazing around them.
Some have made haste to attain the court of the God of Mercy, others have fallen
down on their faces in the fire of Hell, while still others are lost in bewilderment. The
verses of God have been revealed, and yet they have turned away from them. His proof
hath been manifested, and yet they are unaware of it. And when they behold the face
of the All-Merciful, their own faces are saddened, while they are disporting themselves.
They hasten forward to Hell Fire, and mistake it for light. Far from God be what they
fondly imagine! Say: Whether ye rejoice or whether ye burst for fury, the heavens are
cleft asunder, and God hath come down, invested with radiant sovereigney. All created
things are heard exclaiming: “The Kingdom is God’s, the Almighty, the All-Knowing,

the All-Wise.”
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 40)

It is evident that every age in which a Manifestation of God hath lived is divinely
ordained, and may, in a sense, be characterized as God’s appointed Day. This Day,
however, is unique, and is to be distinguished from those that have preceded it. The
designation “Seal of the Prophets” fully revealeth its high station. The Prophetic Cycle
hath, verily, ended. The Eternal Truth is now come. He hath lifted up the Ensign of

Power, and s now shedding upon the world the unclouded splendor of His Revelation.
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 60)

O Nasir, O My servant! God, the Eternal Truth, beareth Me witness. The Celestial
Youth hath, in this Day, raised above the heads of men the glorious Chalice of

Immortality, and is standing expectant upon His seat, wondering what eye will
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recognize His glory, and what arm will, unhesitatingly, be stretched forth to seize the
Cup from His snow-white Hand and drain it. Only a few have as yet quaffed from this
peerless, this soft-flowing grace of the Ancient King. These occupy the loftiest mansions
of Paradise, and are fumly established upon the seats of authority. By the
righteousness of God! Neither the mirrors of His glory, nor the revealers of His names,
nor any created thing, that hath been or will ever be, can ever excel them, if ye be of

them that comprehend this truth.

O Nasir! The excellence of this Day is immensely exalted above the comprehension
of men, however extensive their knowledge, however profound their understanding.
How much more must it transcend the imaginations of them that have strayed from
its light, and been shut out from its glory! Shouldst thou rend asunder the grievous veil
that blindeth thy vision, thou wouldst behold such a bounty as naughe, from the
beginning that hath no beginning till the end that hath no end, can either resemble or
equal. What language should He Who is the Mouthpiece of God choose to speak, so
that they who are shut out as by a veil from Him can recognize His glory? The
righteous, inmates of the Kingdom on high, shall drink deep from the Wine of

Holiness, in My name, the all-glorious. None other besides them will share such

benefuts.

(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 107)

O thou that hast fixed thine eyes upon My countenance! The Day Spring of Glory
hath, in this Day, manifested its radiance, and the Voice of the Most High is calling.
We have formerly uttered these words: “This is not the day for any man to question his
Lord. It behoveth whosoever hath hearkened to the Call of God, as voiced by Him Who
is the Day Spring of Glory, to arise and cry out: ‘Here am I, here am I, O Lord of all
Names; here am I, here am I, O Maker of the heavens! T testify that, through Thy
Revelation, the things hidden in the Books of God have been revealed, and that
whatsoever hath been recorded by Thy Messengers in the sacred Scriptures hath been

fulfilled.”

(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 163)

Say: O ye that have strayed and lost your way! The Divine Messenger, Who speaketh
naught but the truth, hath announced unto you the coming of the Best-Beloved.
Behold, He is now come. Wherefore are ye downcast and dejected? Why remain
despondent when the Pure and Hidden One hath appeared unveiled amongst you? He
Who is both the Beginning and the End, He Who is both Stillness and Motion, is now
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manifest before your eyes. Behold how, in this Day, the Beginning is reflected in the
End, how out of Stillness Motion hath been engendered. This motion hath been
generated by the potent energies which the words of the Almighty have rveleased
throughout the entire creation. Whoso hath been quickened by its vitalizing power,
will find himself impelled to attain the court of the Beloved; and whoso hath deprived
himself therefrom, will sink into irretrievable despondency. He is truly wise whom the
world and all that is therein have not deterred from recognizing the light of this Day,
who will not allow men’s idle talk to cause him to swerve from the way of
righteousness. He is indeed as one dead who, at the wondrous dawn of this Revelation,
hath failed to be quickened by its soul-stirring breeze. He is indeed a captive who hath
not recognized the Supreme Redeemer, but hath suffered his soul to be bound,
distressed and helpless, in the fecters of his desires.

O My servants! Whoso hath tasted of this Fountain hath attained unto everlasting
Life, and whoso hath refused to drink therefrom is even as the dead. Say: O ye workers
of iniquity! Covetousness hath hindered you from giving a hearing ear unto the sweet
voice of Him Who is the All-Sufficing. Wash it away from your hearts, that His
Divine secret may be made known unto you. Behold Him manifest and resplendent as

the sun in all its glory.
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 168)

Should the greatness of this Day be revealed in its fullness, every man would forsake a
myriad lives in his longing to partake, though it be for one moment, of its great glory

—how much more this world and its corruptible treasures!
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 196)

Incline your ears to the sweet melody of this Prisoner. Arise, and lift up your voices,
that haply they that are fast asleep may be awakened. Say: O ye who are as dead! The
Hand of Divine bounty proffereth unto you the Water of Life. Hasten and drink your
fll. Whoso hath been re-born in this Day, shall never die; whoso remaineth dead, shall

never live.
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 213)

Should any man, in this Day, arise and, with absolute detachment from all that is in
the heavens and all that is on the earth, set his affections on Him Who is the Day
Spring of God's holy Revelation, he will, verily, be empowered to subdue all created
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things, through the potency of one of the Names of the Lord, his God, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise. Know thou of a certainty that the Day Star of Truth hath, in this Day,
shed upon the world a radiance, the like of which bygone ages have never witnessed.

Let the light of His glory, O people, shine upon you, and be not of the negligent.
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 318)

O JAVAD! Such is the greatness of this Day that the Hour itself is seized with
perturbation, and all heavenly Seriptures bear evidence to its overpowering majesty. In
this Day the Book solemnly testifieth to His glory and the Balance is moved to lift up
its voice. This is the Day wherein the Sivat calleth aloud: ‘T am the straight Path’, and

Mount Sinat exclaimeth: ‘Verily the Lord of Revelation is come.”
(Baha'u'llah, Tablets of Baha'u'llah, p. 237)

Say: O people! Can ye ever hope to escape the sovereign power of your Lord? By the
righteousness of God! No refuge will ye find in this day, and no one to protect you,
save those upon whom God hath bestowed the favour of His mercy. He, verily, is the
Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate. Say: O people! Forsake all that ye possess,
and enter beneath the shadow of your Lord, the All-Merciful. Better is this for you
than all your works of the past and of the future. Fear ye God, and deprive not
yourselves of the sweet savours of the days of the Lord of all names and ateributes.
Take heed lest ye alter or pervert the text of the Word of God. Walk ye in the fear of
God, and be numbered with the righteous.

Say: O people! This is the Hand of God, which hath ever been above your own
hands, could ye but understand. Within its grasp We have ordained all the good of the
heavens and the earth, such that no good shall be made manifest but that it proceedeth
therefrom. Thus have We made it the source and treasury of all good both aforetime
and hereafter. Say: The rivers of divine wisdom and utterance which flowed through
the Tablets of God are joined to this Most Great Ocean, could ye but perceive it, and
whatever hath been set forth in His Books hath attained its final consummation in this
most exalted Word—a Word shining above the horizon of the Will of the All-Glorious

in this Revelation which hath filled with delight all things seen and unseen.
(Baha'u'llah, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 19)
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