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CHAPTER THREE:
THE LIFE OF THE SOUL

THE POWER OF REGENERATION

The vitality of men’s belief in God is dying out in every land; nothing short of His
wholesome medicine can ever restore it. The corrosion of ungodliness is eating into
the vitals of human society; what else but the Elixir of His potent Revelation can
cleanse and vevive it? Is it within human power, O Hakim, to effect in the
constituent elements of any of the minute and indivisible particles of matter so
complete a transformation as to transmute it into purest gold? Perplexing and
difficult as this may appear, the still greater task of converting satanic strength into
heavenly power is one that We have been empowered to accomplish. The Force
capable of such a transformation transcendeth the potency of the Elixir itself. The
Word of God, alone, can claim the distinction of being endowed with the capacity

required for so great and far-reaching a change.

A FIXED TIME TO TURN TO GOD

We have a fixed time for you, O peoples. If ye fail, at the appointed hour, to turn
towards God, He, verily, will lay violent hold on you, and will cause grievous
afflictions to assail you from every direction. How severe, indeed, is the chastisement

with which your Lord will then chastise you!

AN EVER-ADVANCING CIVILIZATION

O Kamal! The heights which, through the most gracious favor of God, mortal man
can attain, in this Day, are as yet unrevealed to his sight. The world of being hath
never had, nor doth it yet possess the capacity for such a revelation. The day,
however, is approaching when the potentialities of so great a favor will, by virtue of
His behest, be manifested unto men. Though the forces of the nations be arrayed
against Him, though the kings of the earth be leagued to undermine His Cause, the
power of His might shall stand unshaken. He, wverily, speaketh the truth, and
summoneth all mankind to the way of Him Who is the Incomparable, the All-

Knowing .
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All men have been created to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization. The
Almighty beareth Me witness: To act like the beasts of the field is unworthy of man.
Those virtues that befit his dignity are forbearance, mercy, compassion and loving-
kindness towards all the peoples and kindveds of the earth. Say: O friends! Drink
your fill from this crystal stream that floweth through the heavenly grace of Him
Who is the Lord of Names. Let others partake of its waters in My name, that the
leaders of men in every land may fully recognize the purpose for which the Eternal
Truth hath been revealed, and the reason for which they themselves have been

created.

AS ONE SOUL AND ONE BODY

He Who 1is your Lord, the All-Merciful, cherisheth in His heart the desire of
beholding the entive human race as one soul and one body. Haste ye to win your
share of God's good grace and mercy in this Day that eclipseth all other created Days.
How great the felicity that awaiteth the man that forsaketh all he hath in a desire to
obtain the things of God! Such a man, We testify, is among God’s blessed ones.

THE PARADISE OF HIS PRESENCE

Release yourselves, O nightingales of God, from the thorns and brambles of
wretchedness and misery, and wing your flight to the rose-garden of unfading
splendor. O My friends that dwell upon the dust! Haste forth unto your celestial
habitation. Announce unto yourselves the joyful tidings: “He Who 1is the Best-Beloved
is come! He hath crowned Himself with the glory of God’s Revelation, and hath
unlocked to the face of men the doors of His ancient Paradise.” Let all eyes rejoice,
and let every ear be gladdened, for now is the time to gaze on His beauty, now is the
fit time to hearken to His wvoice. Proclaim unto every longing lover: “Behold, your
Well-Beloved hath come among men!” and to the messengers of the Monarch of love
impart the tidings: “Lo, the Adored One hath appeared arrayed in the fullness of His
glory!” O lovers of His beauty! Turn the anguish of your separation from Him into
the joy of an everlasting reunion, and let the sweetness of His presence dissolve the

bitterness of your remoteness from His court.

Behold how the manifold grace of God, which is being showered from the clouds
of Divine glory, hath, in this day, encompassed the world. For whereas in days past
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every lover besought and searched after his Beloved, it is the Beloved Himself Who
now is calling His lovers and is inviting them to attain His presence. Take heed lest
ye forfeit so precious a favor; beware lest ye belittle so remarkable a token of His
grace. Abandon not the incorruptible benefits, and be not content with that which
perisheth. Lift up the veil that obscureth your vision, and dispel the darkness with
which it is enveloped, that ye may gaze on the naked beauty of the Beloved’s face,

may behold that which no eye hath beheld, and hear that which no ear hath heard.

Hear Me, ye mortal birds! In the Rose-Garden of changeless splendor a Flower
hath bequn to bloom, compared to which every other flower is but a thorn, and
before the brightness of Whose glory the very essence of beauty must pale and wither.
Arise therefore, and, with the whole enthusiasm of your hearts, with all the eagerness
of your souls, the full fervor of your will, and the concentrated efforts of your entire
being, strive to attain the paradise of His presence, and endeavor to inhale the
fragrance of the incorruptible Flower, to breathe the sweet savors of holiness and to
obtain a portion of this perfume of celestial glory. Whoso followeth this counsel will
break his chains asunder, will taste the abandonment of enraprured love, will atcain
unto his heart’s desire, and will swrrender his soul into the hands of his Beloved.
Bursting through his cage, he will, even as the bird of the spirit wing his flight to his
holy and everlasting nest.

Night hath succeeded day, and day hath succeeded night, and the hours and
moments of your lives have come and gone, and yet none of you hath, for one instant,
consented to detach himself from that which perisheth. Bestir ourselves, that the brief
moments that are still yours may not be dissipated and lost. Even as the swiftness of
lightning your days shall pass, and your bodies shall be laid to rest beneath a canopy

of dust. What can ye then achieve? How can ye atone for your past failure?

The everlasting Candle shineth in its naked glory. Behold how it hath consumed
every mortal veil. O ye moth-like lovers of His light! Brave every danger, and
consecrate your souls to its consuming flame. O ye that thirst after Him! Strip
yourselves of every earthly affection, and hasten to embrace your Beloved. With a
zest that none can equal make haste to attain unto Him. The Flower, thus far hidden
from the sight of men, is unveiled to your eyes. In the open radiance of His glory He
standeth before you. His voice summoneth all the holy and sanctified beings to come
and be united with Him. Happy is he that turneth thereunto; well is it with him that

hath attained, and gazed on the light of so wondrous a countenance.

MAN’S PERFECTION AND NOBILITY
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Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is a direct evidence of the
revelation within it of the attributes and names of God, inasmuch as within every
atom are enshrined the signs that bear eloquent testimony to the revelation of that
Most Great Light. Methinks, but for the potency of that revelation, no being could
ever exist. How resplendent the luminaries of knowledge that shine in an atom, and
how wvast the oceans of wisdom that surge within a drop! To a supreme degree is this
true of man, who, among all created things, hath been invested with the robe of such
gifts, and hath been singled out for the glory of such distinction. For in him are
potentially revealed all the attributes and names of God to a degree that no other
created being hath excelled or surpassed. All these names and ateributes are
applicable to him. Even as He hath said: “Man is My mystery, and I am his mystery.”
Manifold are the verses that have been repeatedly revealed in all the Heavenly Books
and the Holy Seriptures, expressive of this most subtle and lofty theme. Even as He
hath revealed: “We will surely show them Our signs in the world and within
themselves.” Again He saith: “And also in your own selves: will ye not, then, behold
the signs of God?” And yet again He revealeth: “And be ye not like those who forget
God, and whom He hath therefore caused to forget their own selves.” In this
connection, He Who is the eternal King—may the souls of all that dwell within the

mystic Tabernacle be a sacrifice unto Him—hath spoken: “He hath known God who

hath known himsd]c.”

..From that which hath been said it becometh evident that all things, in their
inmost reality, testify to the revelation of the names and attributes of God within
them. Each according to its capacity, indicateth, and is expressive of, the knowledge
of God. So potent and universal is this revelation, that it hath encompassed all things
visible and invisible. Thus hath He revealed: “Hath aught else save Thee a power of
revelation which is not possessed by Thee, that it could have manifested Thee? Blind
is the eye which doth not percetve Thee.” Likewise hath the eternal King spoken: “No
thing have I percetved, except that [ perceived God within it, God before it, or God
after it.” Also in the tradition of Kumayl it is written: “Behold, a light hath shone
forth out of the morn of eternity, and lo, its waves have penetrated the inmost realiry
of all men.” Man, the noblest and most perfect of all created things, excelleth them all
in the intensity of this revelation, and is a fuller expression of its glory. And of all
men, the most accomplished, the most distinguished, and the most excellent are the
Manifestations of the Sun of Truth. Nay, all else besides these Manifestations, live by
the operation of Their Will, and move and have their being through the outpourings

of Their grace.
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RE-CREATED BY HIS SPIRIT

The Most Great Name beareth Me witness! How sad if any man were, in this Day, to
rest his heart on the transitory things of this world! Arise, and cling fumly to the
Cause of God. Be most loving one to another. Burn away, wholly for the sake of the
Well-Beloved, the veil of self with the flame of the undying Fire, and with faces,
joyous and beaming with light, associate with your neighbor. Ye have well observed,
in all its aspects, the behavior of Him Who is the Word of Truth amidst you. Ye
know full well how hard it is for this Youth to allow, though it be for one night, the
heart of any one of the beloved of God to be saddened by Him.

The Word of God hath set the heart of the world afire; how regrettable if ye fail
to be enkindled with its flame! Please God, ye will regard this blessed night as the
night of unity, will knit your souls together, and resolve to adorn yourselves with the
ornament of a goodly and praiseworthy character. Let your principal concern be to
rescue the fallen from the slough of impending extinction, and to help him embrace
the ancient Faith of God. Your behavior towards your neighbor should be such as to
manifest clearly the signs of the one true God, for ye are the first among men to be
re-created by His Spirit, the first to adore and bow the knee before Him, the fuirst to
circle round His throne of glory. I swear by Him Who hath caused Me to reveal
whatever hath pleased Him! Ye are better known to the inmates of the Kingdom on
high than ye are known to your own selves. Think ye these words to be vain and
empry? Would that ye had the power to perceive the things your Lord, the All-
Merciful, doth see—things that attest the excellence of your rank, that bear witness to
the greatness of your worth, that proclaim the sublimity of your station! God grant
that your desires and unmortified passions may not hinder you from that which hath

been ordained for you.

EVERY MAN ENDOWED WITH CAPACITY

Tear asunder, in My Name, the veils that have grievously blinded your vision, and,
through the power born of your belief in the unity of God, scatter the idols of vain
imitation. Enter, then, the holy paradise of the good-pleasure of the All-Merciful.
Sanctify your souls from whatsoever is not of God, and taste ye the sweetness of rest
within the pale of His vast and mighty Revelation, and beneath the shadow of His
supreme and infallible authority. Suffer not yourselves to be wrapt in the dense veils
of your selfish desires, inasmuch as I have perfected in every one of you My creation,

so that the excellence of My handiwork may be fully revealed unto men. It follows,
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therefore, that every man hath been, and will continue to be, able of himself to
appreciate the Beauty of God, the Glorified. Had he not been endowed with such a
capacity, how could he be called to account for his failure? If, in the Day when all the
peoples of the earth will be gathered together, any man should, whilst standing in the
presence of God, be asked: “Wherefore hast thou disbelieved in My Beauty and turned
away from My Self;” and if such a man should reply and say: “Inasmuch as all men
have erred, and none hath been found willing to turn his face to the Truth, I, too,
following their example, have grievously failed to recognize the Beauty of the
Eternal,” such a plea will, assuredly, be rejected. For the faith of no man can be

conditioned by any one except himself.

THE RESULT OF VOLITION

And now, concerning thy question regarding the creation of man. Know thou that all
men have been created in the nature made by God, the Guardian, the Self-
Subsisting. Unto each one hath been prescribed a pre-ordained measure, as decreed in
God’s mighty and guarded Tablets. All that which ye potentially possess can,
however, he manifested only as a result of your own volition. Your own acts testify to
this truth. Consider, for instance, that which hath been forbidden, in the Bayan, unto
men. God hath in that Book, and by His behest, decreed as lawful whatsoever He
hath pleased to decree, and hath, through the power of His sovereign might,
forbidden whatsoever He elected to forbid. To this testifieth the text of that Book.
Will ye not bear witness? Men, however, have wittingly broken His law. Is such a
behavior to be attributed to God, or to their proper selves? Be fair in your judgment.

Every good thing is of God, and every evil thing is from yourselves.

THE SOUL’S POWER

Thou hast asked Me whether man, as apart from the Prophets of God and His chosen
ones, will retain, after his physical death, the self-same individuality, personality,
consciousness, and understanding that characterize his life in this world. 1f this
should be the case, how is it, thou hast observed, that whereas such slight injuries to
his mental faculties as fainting and severe illness deprive him of his understanding
and consciousness, his death, which must involve the decomposition of his body and

the dissolution of its elements, is powerless to destroy that understanding and
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extinguish that consciousness? How can any one imagme that man’s consciousness
and personality will be maintained, when the very instruments necessary to their

existence and function will have completely disintegrated?

Know thou that the soul of man is exalted above, and is independent of all
infumities of body or mind. That a sick person showeth signs of weakness is due to
the hindrances that interpose themselves between his soul and his body, for the soul
itself remaineth unaffected by any bodily ailments. Consider the light of the lamp.
Though an external object may interfere with its radiance, the light itself continueth
to shine with undiminished power. In like manner, every malady afflicting the body
of man is an impediment that preventeth the soul from manifesting its inherent
might and power. When it leaveth the body, however, it will evince such ascendency,
and reveal such influence as no force on earth can with tremendous power, and shall

rejoice with exceeding gladness.

Consider the lamp which is hidden under a bushel. Though its light be shining,
yet its radiance is concealed from men. Likewise, consider the sun which hath been
obscured by the clouds. Observe how its splendor appeareth to have diminished, when
in reality the source of that light hath remained unchanged. The soul of man should
be likened unto this sun, and all things on earth should be regarded as his body. So
long as no external impediment interveneth between them, the body will, in ics
entirety, continue to reflect the light of the soul, and to be sustained by its power. As
soon as, however, a veil interposeth itself between them, the brightness of that light

seemeth to lessen.

Consider again the sun when it is completely hidden behind the clouds. Though
the earth is still llumined wich its light, yet the measure of light which it receiveth is
considerably reduced. Not until the clouds have dispersed, can the sun shine again in
the plenitude of its glory. Neither the presence of the cloud nor its absence can, in any
way, affect the inherent splendor of the sun. The soul of man is the sun by which his
body is illumined, and from which it draweth its sustenance, and should be so

regarded.

Consider, moreover, how the fruit, ere it is formed, lieth potentially within the
tree. Were the tree to be cut into pieces, no sign nor any part of the fruit, however
small, could be detected. When it appeareth, however, it manifesteth itself, as thou
hast observed, in its wondrous beauty and glorious perfection. Certain fruits, indeed,

actain their fullest development only after being severed from the tree.
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A SIGN OF GOD

Thou hast asked Me concerning the nature of the soul. Know, verily, that the soul is a
sign of God, a heavenly gem whose reality the most learned of men hath failed to
grasp, and whose mystery no mind, however acute, can ever hope to unravel. It is the
furst among all created things to declare the excellence of its Creator, the first to
recognize His glory, to cleave to His truth, and to bow down in adoration before
Him. If it be faithful to God, it will reflect His light, and will, eventually, return
unto Him. If it fail, however, in its allegiance to its Creator, it will become a victim

to self and passion, and will, in the end, sink in their depchs.

THE GIFT OF UNDERSTANDING

Know thou that, according to what thy Lord, the Lord of all men, hath decreed in
His Book, the favors vouchsafed by Him unto mankind have been, and will ever
remain, limitless in their range. First and foremost among these favors, which the
Almighty hath conferred upon man, is the gift of understanding. His purpose in
conferring such a gift is none other except to enable His creature to know and
recognize the one true God—exalted be His glory. This gift giveth man the power to
discern the truth in all things, leadeth him to that which is right, and helpeth him to
discover the secrets of creation. Next in vank, is the power of vision, the chief
instrument whereby his understanding can function. The senses of hearing, of the
heart, and the like, arve similarly to be reckoned among the gifts with which the
human body is endowed. Immeasurably exalted is the Almighty Who hath created

these powers, and revealed them in the body of man.

Every one of these gifts is an undoubted evidence of the majesty, the power, the
ascendancy, the all-embracing knowledge of the one true God—exalted be His glory.
Consider the sense of touch. Witness how its power hath spread icself over the entire
human body. Whereas the faculties of sight and of hearing are each localized in a
particular center, the sense of touch embraceth the whole human frame. Glorified be

His power, magnified be His sovereigney!

These gifts are inherent in man himself. That which is preeminent above all other
gifts, is incorruptible in nature, and pertaineth to God Himself, is the gift of Divine
Revelation. Every bounty conferred by the Creator upon man, be it material or
spiritual, is subservient unto this. It is, in its essence, and will ever so remain, the

Bread which cometh down from Heaven. It is God’s supreme testimony, the clearest
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evidence of His truth, the sign of His consummate bounty, the token of His all-
encompassing mercy, the proof of His most loving providence, the symbol of His most
perfect grace. He hath, indeed, partaken of this highest gift of God who hath

recognized His Manifestation in this Day.

Render thanks unto thy Lord for having vouchsafed unto thee so great a bounty.
Lift up thy voice and say: All praise be to Thee, O Thou, the Desire of every

understanding heart!

CHOSEN FROM THE WHOLE WORLD

Say: Deliver your souls, O people, from the bondage of self, and purify them from all
attachment to anything besides Me.

Remembrance of Me cleanseth all things from defilement, could ye but perceive ic.
Say: Were all created things to be entirely divested of the veil of worldly vanity and
desire, the Hand of God would in this Day clothe them, one and all, with the robe
“He doeth whatsoever He willeth in the kingdom of creation,” that thereby the sign of
His sovereignty might be manifested in all things. Exalted then be He, the Sovereign
Lord of all, the Almighty, the Supreme Protector, the All-Glorious, the Most

Powerful.

Intone, O My servant, the verses of God that have been received by thee, as
intoned by them who have drawn nigh unto Him, that the sweetness of thy melody
may kindle thine own soul, and attract the hearts of all men. Whoso reciteth, in the
privacy of his chamber, the verses revealed by God, the scattering angels of the
Almighty shall scatter abroad the fragrance of the words uttered by his mouth, and
shall cause the heart of every righteous man to throb. Though he may, at furst,
remain unaware of its effect, yet the virtue of the grace vouchsafed unto him must
needs sooner or later exercise its influence upon his soul. Thus have the mysteries of
the Revelation of God been decreed by virtue of the Will of Him Who is the Source of

power and wisdom.

O Khalil! God beareth Me witness. Though My Pen be still moving on My Tablet,
yet, in its very heart, it weepeth and is sore distressed. The lamp burning before the
Throne, likewise, weepeth and groaneth by reason of the things which the Ancient
Beauty hath suffered at the hands of them who are but a creation of His Will. God,
Himself, knoweth and testifieth to the truth of My words. No man that hath purged
his ear from the loud clamor of the infidels, and inclined it to all created things, can

fail to hear the voice of their lamentation and weeping over the trouble that hath
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befallen Us at the hands of those of OQur servants that have disbelicved in, and
rebelled against, Us. Thus have We disclosed to thee a glimmer of the woes that have
come upon us, that thou mayest be made aware of Our sufferings, and patiently

endure thy sorrows.

Arise to aid thy Lord at all times and in all circumstances, and be thou one of His
helpers. Admonish, then, the people to lend a hearing ear to the words which the
Spirit of God hath uttered in this irradiant and resplendent Tablet. Say: Sow not, O
people, the seeds of dissension amongst men, and contend not with your neighbor. Be
patient under all conditions, and place your whole trust and confidence in God. Aid
ye your Lord with the sword of wisdom and of utterance. This indeed well becometh
the station of man. To depart from it would be unworthy of God, the Sovereign Lord

of all, the Glorified. The people, however, have been led astray, and are truly of the
heedless.

Unlock, O people, the gates of the hearts of men with the keys of the
remembrance of Him Who is the Remembrance of God and the Source of wisdom
amongst you. He hath chosen out of the whole world the hearts of His servants, and
made them each a seat for the revelation of His glory. Wherefore, sanctify them from
every defilement, that the things for which they were created may be engraven upon
them. This indeed is a token of God’s bountiful favor.

Beautify your tongues, O people, with truthfulness, and adorn your souls with
the ornament of honesty. Beware, O people, that ye deal not treacherously with any
one. Be ye the trustees of God amongst His creatures, and the emblems of His
generosity amidst His people. They that follow their lusts and corrupt inclinations,
have erred and dissipated their efforts. They, indeed, are of the lost. Strive, O people,
that your eyes may be directed towards the mercy of God, that your hearts may be
attuned to His wondrous remembrance, that your souls may rest confidently upon
His grace and bounty, that your feet may tread the path of His good-pleasure. Such
are the counsels which I bequeath unto you. Would that ye might follow My counsels!

THE FLOOD OF GRACE

This is the Day whereon the Ocean of God’s mercy hath been manifested unto men,
the Day in which the Day Star of His loving-kindness hath shed its radiance upon
them, the Day in which the clouds of His bountiful favor have overshadowed the
whole of mankind. Now is the time to cheer and refresh the down-cast through the

invigorating breeze of love and fellowship, and the living waters of friendliness and
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charity.

They who are the beloved of God, in whatever place they gather and whomsoever
they may meet, must evince, in their attitude towards God, and in the manner of
their celebration of His praise and glory, such humility and submissiveness that
every atom of the dust beneath their feet may attest the depth of their devotion. The
conversation carried on by these holy souls should be informed with such power that
these same atoms of dust will be thrilled by its influence. They should conduct
themselves in such manner that the earth upon which they tread may never be
allowed to addvress them such words as these: “I am to be preferred above you. For
witness, how patient I am in bearing the burden which the husbandman layeth upon
me. [ am the instrument that continually imparteth unto all beings the blessings with
which He Who is the Source of all grace hath entrusted me. Notwithstanding the
honor conferred upon me, and the unnumbered evidences of my wealth—a wealth
that supplieth the needs of all creation—behold the measure of my humility, witness
with what absolute submissiveness I allow myself to be trodden beneath the feet of

”

men ...

Show forbearance and benevolence and love to one another. Should any one
amongst you be incapable of grasping a certain truth, or be striving to comprehend
it, show forth, when conversing with him, a spirit of extreme kindliness and good-
will. Help him to see and recognize the truth, without esteeming yourself to be, in the

least, superior to him, or to be possessed of greater endowments.

The whole duty of man in this Day is to attain that share of the flood of grace
which God poureth forth for him. Let none, therefore, consider the largeness or
smallness of the recepracle. The portion of some might lie in the palm of a man’s

hand, the portion of others might fill a cup, and of others even a gallon-measure.

Every eye, in this Day, should seek what will best promote the Cause of God. He,
Who is the Eternal Truth, beareth Me witness! Nothing whatever can, in this Day,
inflict a greater harm upon this Cause than dissension and strife, contention,
estrangement and apathy, among the loved ones of God. Flee them, through the
power of God and His sovereign aid, and strive to knit together the hearts of men, in
His Name, the Unifier, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Beseech ye the one true God to grant that ye may taste the savor of such deeds as
are performed in His path, and partake of the sweetness of such humility and
submissiveness as are shown for His sake. Forget your own selves, and turn your eyes
towards your neighbor. Bend your energies to whatever may foster the education of
men. Nothing is, or can ever be, hidden from God. If ye follow in His way, His

incalculable and imperishable blessings will be showered upon you. This is the
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luminous Tablet, whose verses have streamed from the moving Pen of Him Who is
the Lord of all worlds. Ponder it in your hearts, and be of them that observe its
precepts.

TWO DUTIES LAID UPON MAN

The furst duty prescribed by God for His servants is the recognition of Him Who is
the Day Spring of His Revelation and the Fountain of His laws, Who representeth
the Godhead in both the Kingdom of His Cause and the world of creation. Whoso
achieveth this duty hath attained unto all good; and whoso is deprived thereof, hath
gone astray, though he be the author of every righteous deed. It behoveth every one
who reacheth this most sublime station, this summit of transcendent glory, to observe
every ordinance of Him Who is the Desire of the world. These twin duties are
inseparable. Neither is acceptable without the other. Thus hath it been decreed by

Him Who is the Source of Divine inspiration.

They whom God hath endued with insight will readily recognize that the precepts
laid down by God constitute the highest means for the maintenance of order in the
world and the security of its peoples. He that turneth away from them, is accounted
among the abject and foolish. We, verily, have commanded you to refuse the dictates
of your evil passions and corrupt desires, and not to transgress the bounds which the
Pen of the Most High hath fixed, for these are the breath of life unto all created
things. The seas of Divine wisdom and divine utterance have risen under the breath
of the breeze of the All-Merciful. Hasten to drink your fill, O men of understanding!
They that have violated the Covenant of God by breaking His commandments, and
have twrned back on their heels, these have erred grievously in the sight of God, the
All-Possessing, the Most High.

O ye peoples of the world! Know assuredly that My commandments are the lamps
of My loving providence among My servants, and the keys of My mercy for My
creatures. Thus hath it been sent down from the heaven of the Will of your Lord, the
Lord of Revelation. Were any man to taste the sweetness of the words which the lips
of the All-Merciful have willed to utter, he would, though the treasures of the earth
be in his possession, renounce them one and all, that he might vindicate the truth of
even one of His commandments, shining above the day spring of His bountiful care

and loving-kindness.

Say: From My laws the sweet smelling savor of My garment can be smelled, and

by their aid the standards of victory will be planted upon the highest peaks. The
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Tongue of My power hath, from the heaven of My omnipotent glory, addressed to My
creation these words: “Observe My commandments, for the love of My beauty.”
Happy is the lover that hath inhaled the divine fragrance of his Best-Beloved from
these words, laden with the perfume of a grace which no tongue can describe. By My
life! He who hath drunk the choice wine of fairness from the hands of My bountiful
favor, will circle around My commandments that shine above the Day Spring of My

creation.

Think not that We have revealed unto you a mere code of laws. Nay, rather, We
have unsealed the choice Wine with the fingers of might and power. To this beareth
witness that which the Pen of Revelation hath revealed. Meditate upon this, O men
of insight!

Whenever My laws appear like the sun in the heaven of Mine utterance, they
must be faithfully obeyed by all, though My decree be such as to cause the heaven of
every religion to be cleft asunder. He doeth what He pleaseth. He chooseth; and none
may question His choice. Whatsoever He, the Well-Beloved, ordaineth, the same is,
verily, beloved. To this He Who is the Lord of all creation beareth Me witness. Whoso
hath inhaled the sweet fragrance of the All-Merciful, and recognized the Source of
this utterance, will welcome with his own eyes the shafts of the enemy, that he may
establish the truth of the laws of God amongst men. Well is it with him that hath

turned thereunto, and apprehended the meaning of His decisive decree.

THE SPIRIT THAT ANIMATETH THE HEART

The furst and foremost duty prescribed unto men, next to the recognition of Him Who
is the Eternal Truth, is the duty of steadfastness in His Cause. Cleave thou unto i,
and be of them whose minds are fumly fixed and grounded in God. No act, however

meritorious, did or can ever compare unto it. It is the king of all acts, and to this thy
Lord, the All-Highest, the Most Powerful, will testify....

The virtues and ateributes pertaining unto God are all evident and manifest, and
have been mentioned and described in all the heavenly Books. Among them are
trustworthiness, truthfulness, purity of heart while communing with God,
forbearance, resignation to whatever the Almighty hath decreed, contentment with
the things His Will hath provided, patience, nay thankfulness in the midst of
tribulation, and complete reliance, in all circumstances, upon Him. These rank,
according to the estimate of God, among the highest and most laudable of all acts.

All other acts are, and will ever remain, secondary and subordinate unto them....

13



Baha'i World Faith :: Chapter 3

The spirit that animateth the human heart is the knowledge of God, and its truest
adorning is the recognition of the truth that “He doeth whatsoever He willeth, and
ordaineth that which He pleaseth.” Its raiment is the fear of God, and its perfection
steadfastness in His Faith. Thus God instructeth whosoever seeketh Him. He, verily,
loveth the one that twrneth towards Him. There is none other God but Him, the
Forgiving, the Most Bountiful. All praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.

POTENTIALITIES INHERENT IN MAN

The All-Merciful hath conferred upon man the faculty of vision, and endowed him
with the power of hearing. Some have described him as the “lesser world,” when, in
reality, he should be regarded as the “greater world.” The potentialities inherent in
the station of man, the full measure of his destiny on earth, the innate excellence of

his reality, must all be manifested in this promised Day of God.

ENDOWED WITH CONSTANCY

Blessed is the man that hath acknowledged his belief in God and in His signs, and
recognized that “He shall not be asked of His doings.” Such a recognition hath been
made by God the ornament of every belief, and its very foundation. Upon it must
depend the acceprance of every goodly deed. Fasten your eyes upon it, that haply the
whisperings of the rebellious may not cause you to slip. Were He to decree as lawful
the thing which from time immemorial had been forbidden, and forbid that which
had, at all times, been regarded as lawful, to none is given the right to question His
authority. Whoso will hesitate, though it be for less than a moment, should be

regarded as a transgressor.

Whoso hath not recognized this sublime and fundamental verity, and hath failed
to attain this most exalted station, the winds of doubt will agitate him, and the
sayings of the infidels will distract his soul. He that hath acknowledged this principle
will be endowed with the most perfect constancy. All-honor to this all-glorious
station, the remembrance of which adorneth every exalted Tablet. Such is the
teaching which God bestoweth on you, a teaching that will deliver you from all
manner of doubt and perplexity, and enable you to attain unto salvation in both this

world and in the next. He, verily, is the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Bountiful.
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ESTABLISH UNITY

The voice of the Divine Herald, proceeding out of the throne of God, declareth: O ye
My loved ones! Suffer not the hem of My sacred vesture to be smirched and mired
with the things of this world, and follow not the promptings of your evil and corrupt
desires. The Day Star of Divine Revelation, that shineth in the plenitude of its glory
in the heaven of this Prison, beareth Me witness. They whose hearts are turned
towards Him Who is the Object of the adoration of the entire creation must needs, in
this Day, pass beyond and be sanctified from all created things, visible and invisible.
If they arise to teach My Cause, they must let the breath of Him Who is the
Unconstrained, stir them and must spread it abroad on the earth with high resolve,
with minds that are wholly centered in Him, and with hearts that are completely
detached from and independent of all things, and with souls that are sanctified from
the world and its vanities. It behoveth them to choose as the best provision for their
journey reliance upon God, and to clothe themselves with the love of their Lord, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious. If they do so, their words shall influence their
hearers. How great, how very great, the gulf that separateth Us from them who, in
this Day, are occupied with their evil passions, and have set their hopes on the things
of the earth and its fleeting glory! Many a time hath the court of the All-Merciful
been to outward seeming so denuded of the riches of this world that they who lived in
close assoctation with Him suffered from dire want. Despite their sufferings, the Pen
of the Most High hath, at no time, been willing to refer, nor even to make the
slightest allusion, to the things that pertain to this world and its treasures. And if, at
any time, any gift were presented to Him, that gift was accepted as a token of His
grace unto him that offered it. Should it ever please Us to appropriate to Our own
use all the treasures of the earth, to none is given the right to question Qur authority,
or to challenge Our right. It would be impossible to conceive any act more
contemptible than soliciting, in the name of the one true God, the riches which men

POSSCSS.

It is incumbent upon thee, and upon the followers of Him Who is the Eternal
Truth, to summon all men to whatsoever shall sanctify them from all attachment to
the things of the earth and purge them from its defilements, that the sweet smell of
the raiment of the All-Glorious may be smelled from all them that love Him.

They who are possessed of riches, however, must have the urmost regard for the
poor, for great is the honor destined by God for those poor who are steadfast in
patience. By My life! There is no honor, except what God may please to bestow, that
can compare to this honor. Great is the blessedness awaiting the poor that endure

patiently and conceal their sufferings, and well is it with the rich who bestow their
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riches on the needy and prefer them before themselves.

Please God, the poor may exert themselves and strive to earn the means of
livelithood. This is a duty which, in this most great Revelation, hath been prescribed
unto every one, and is accounted in the sight of God as a goodly deed. Whoso
observeth this duty, the help of the invisible One shall most certainly aid him. He can
enrich, through His grace, whomsoever He pleaseth. He, verily, hath power over all

things....

Tell, O ‘Al, the loved ones of God that equity is the most fundamental among
human virtues. The evaluation of all things must needs depend upon it. Ponder a
while on the woes and afflictions which this Prisoner hath sustained. I have, all the
days of My life, been at the mercy of Mine enemies, and have suffered each day, in
the path of the love of God, a fresh tribulation. I have patiently endured until the
fame of the Cause of God was spread abroad on the earth. If any one should now
arise and, prompted by the vain imaginations his heart hath devised, endeavor,
openly or in secret, to sow the seeds of dissension amongst men—can such a man be
said to have acted with equity? No, by Him Whose might extendeth over all things!
By My life! Mine heart groaneth and mine eyes weep sore for the Cause of God and
for them that understand not what they say and imagine what they cannot

comprehend.

It beseemeth all men, in this Day, to take frm hold on the Most Great Name, and
to establish the unity of all mankind. There is no place to flee to, no refuge that any
one can seek, except Him. Should any man be led to utter such words as will turn
away the people from the shores of God’s limitless ocean, and cause them to fux their
hearts on anything except this glorious and manifest Being, that hath assumed a
form subject to human limitations—such a man, however lofty the station he may
occupy, shall be denounced by the entire creation as one that hath deprived himself of
the sweet savors of the All-Merciful.

Say: Observe equity in your judgment, ye men of understanding heart! He that is
unjust in his judgment is destitute of the characteristics that distinquish man’s
station. He Who is the Eternal Truth knoweth well what the breasts of men conceal.
His long forbearance hath emboldened His creatures, for not until the appointed time
is come will He rend any veil asunder. His surpassing mercy hath restrained the fury
of His wrath, and caused most people to imagine that the one true God is unaware of
the things they have privily committed. By Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-
Informed! The mirror of His knowledge reflecteth, with complete distinceness,
precision and fidelity, the doings of all men. Say: Praise be to Thee, O Concealer of
the sins of the weak and helpless! Magnified be Thy name, O Thou that forgivest the
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heedless ones that trespass against Thee!

We have forbidden men to walk after the imaginations of their hearts, that they
may be enabled to recognize Him Who is the sovereign Source and Object of all
knowledge, and may acknowledge whatsoever He may be pleased to reveal. Witness
how they have entangled themselves with their idle fancies and vain imaginations.
By My life! They are themselves the victims of what their own hearts have devised,
and yet they perceive it not. Vain and profitless is the talk of their lips, and yet they

understand not.

We beseech God that He may graciously vouchsafe His grace unto all men, and
enable them to attain the knowledge of Him and of themselves. By My life! Whoso
hath known Him shall soar in the immensity of His love, and shall be detached from
the world and all that is therein. Nothing on earth shall deflect him from his course,

how much less they who, prompted by their vain imaginations, speak those things

which God hath forbidden.

Say: This is the Day when every ear must needs be attentive to His voice.
Hearken ye to the Call of this wronged One, and magnify ye the name of the one true
God, and adorn yourselves with the ornament of His remembrance, and illumine
your hearts with the light of His love. This is the key that unlocketh the hearts of
men, the burnish that shall cleanse the souls of all beings. He that is careless of what
hath poured out from the finger of the Will of God liveth in manifest error. Amity

and rectitude of conduct, rather than dissension and mischief, are the marks of true

faich.

Proclaim unto men what He, Who speaketh the truth and is the Bearer of the
Trust of God, hath bidden thee observe. My glory be with thee, O thou that callest
upon My name, whose eyes are directed towards My court, and whose tongue
uttereth the praise of thy Lord, the Beneficent.

THE ROOT OF KNOWLEDGE

O, would that the world could believe Me! Were all the things that lie enshrined
within the heart of Baha, and which the Lord His God, the Lord of all names, hath

taught Him, to be unveiled to mankind, every man on earth would be dumbfounded.

How great the multitude of truths which the garment of words can never contain!
How vast the number of such verities as no expression can adequately describe, whose

significance can never be unfolded, and to which not even the remotest allusions can
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be made! How manifold are the truths which must remain unuttered until the
appointed time is come! Even as it hath been said: “Not everything that a man
knoweth can be disclosed, nor can everything that he can disclose be regarded as
timely, nor can every timely utterance be considered as suited to the capacity of those

who hear it.”

Of these truths some can be disclosed only to the extent of the capacity of the
repositories of the light of Our knowledge, and the vecipients of Our hidden grace.
We beseech God to strengthen thee with His power, and enable thee to recognize Him
Who is the Source of all knowledge, that thou mayest decach thyself from all human
learning, for, “what would it profit any man to strive after learning when he hath
already found and recognized Him Who is the Object of all knowledge?” Cleave to
the Root of Knowledge and to Him Who is the Fountain thereof, that thou mayest
find thyself independent of all who claim to be well versed in human learning, and

whose claim no clear proof, nor the testimony of any enlightening book, can support.

UNION WITH GOD

O thou who hast surrendered thy will to God! By self-surrender and perpetual union
with God is meant that men should merge their will wholly in the Will of God, and
regard their desires as utter nothingness beside His Purpose. Whatsoever the Creator
commandeth His creatures to observe, the same must they diligently, and with the
utmost joy and eagerness, arise and fulfil. They should in no wise allow their fancy to
obscure their judgment, neither should they regard their own imaginings as the voice
of the Eternal. In the Prayer of Fasting We have revealed: “Should Thy Will decree
that out of Thy mouth these words proceed and be addressed unto them, ‘Observe, for
My Beauty'’s sake, the fast, O people, and set no limit to its duration,’ I swear by the
majesty of Thy glory, that every one of them will faithfully observe it, will abstain
from whatsoever will violate Thy law, and will continue to do so until they yield up
their souls unto Thee.” In this consisteth the complete surrender of one’s will to the
Will of God. Meditate on this, that thou mayest drink in the waters of everlasting life
which flow through the words of the Lord of all mankind, and mayest testify that the
one true God hath ever been immeasurably exalted above His creatures. He, verily, is

the Incomparable, the Ever-Abiding, the Omniscient, the All-Wise.

A SAFE APPROACH TO GOD
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Know ye that by “the world” is meant your unawareness of Him Who is your Maker,
and your absorption in aught else but Him. The “life to come,” on the other hand,
signifieth the things that give you a safe approach to God, the All-Glorious, the
Incomparable. Whatsoever deterreth you, in this Day, from loving God is nothing
but the world. Flee it, that ye may be numbered with the blest. Should a man wish to
adorn himself with the ornaments of the earth, to wear its apparels, or partake of the
benefits it can bestow, no harm can befall him, if he alloweth nothing whatever to
intervene between him and God, for God hath ordained every good thing, whether
created in the heavens or in the earth, for such of His servants as truly believe in
Him. Eat ye, O people, of the good things which God hath allowed you, and deprive
not yourselves from His wondrous bounties. Render thanks and praise unto him, and

be of them that are truly thankful.

BY WHICH THE TRUTH IS DISTINGUISHED

The ordinances of God have been sent down from the heaven of His most august
Revelation. All must diligently observe them. Man’s supreme distinction, his real
advancement, his final victory, have always depended, and will continue to depend,
upon them. Whoso keepeth the commandments of God shall attain everlasting
felicity.

A twofold obligation resteth upon him who hath recognized the Day Spring of the
Unity of God, and acknowledged the truth of Him Who is the Manifestation of His
oneness. The furst is steadfastness in His love, such steadfastness that neither the
clamor of the enemy nor the claims of the idle pretender can deter him from cleaving
unto Him Who is the Eternal Truth, a steadfastness that taketh no account of them
whatever. The second is strict observance of the laws He hath prescribed—laws which
He hath always ordained, and will continue to ordain, unto men, and through which

the truth may be distinguished and separated from falsehood.

UNLESS ONE LOVE GOD

Say: O people of the Bayan! Did We not admonish you, in all Our Tablets and in all
Our hidden Scriptures, not to follow your evil passions and corrupt inclinations, but
to keep your eyes directed towards the Scene of transcendent glory, on the Day when

the Most Mighty Balance shall be set, the Day when the sweet melodies of the Spirit
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of God shall be poured out from the right hand of the throne of your Lord, the
omnipotent Protector, the All-Powerful, the Holy of Holies? Did We not forbid you to
cleave to the things that would shut you out from the Manifestation of our Beauty, in
its subsequent Revelation, be they the embodiments of the names of God and all their
glory, or the revealers of His attributes and their dominion? Behold, how, as soon as 1
revealed Myself, ye have rejected My truth and turned away from Me, and been of
them that have regarded the signs of God as a play and pastime!

By My Beauty! Nothing whatsoever shall, in this Day, be accepted from you,
though ye continue to worship and prostrate yourselves before God throughout the
eternity of His dominion. For all things are dependent upon His Will, and the worth
of all acts is conditioned upon His acceptance and pleasure. The whole universe is but
a handful of clay in His grasp. Unless one recognize God and love Him, his cry shall
not be heard by God in this Day. This is of the essence of His Faith, did ye but know
1L.

ACTIONS OF THE RIGHTEOUS

Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity. Be worthy of the trust of thy
neighbor, and look upon him with a bright and friendly face. Be a treasure to the
poor, an admonisher to the rich, an answerer of the cry of the needy, a preserver of
the sanctity of thy pledge. Be fair in thy judgment, and guarded in thy speech. Be
unjust to no man, and show all meekness to all men. Be as a lamp unto them that
walk in darkness, a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the thirsty, a haven for the
distressed, an upholder and defender of the victim of oppression. Let integrity and
uprightness distinguish all thine acts. Be a home for the stranger, a balm to the
suffering, a tower of strength for the fugitive. Be eyes to the blind, and a guiding
light unto the feet of the erring. Be an ornament to the countenance of truth, a crown
to the brow of fudelity, a pillar of the temple of righteousness, a breath of life to the
body of mankind, an ensign of the hosts of justice, a luminary above the horizon of
virtue, a dew to the soil of the human heart, an ark on the ocean of knowledge, a sun
in the heaven of bounty, a gem on the diadem of wisdom, a shining light in the

fumament of thy generation, a fruit upon the tree of humility.

TRUE LIBERTY
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Consider the pettiness of men’s minds. They ask for that which injureth them, and
cast away the thing that profiteth them. They are, indeed, of those that are far
astray. We find some men desiring liberty, and priding themselves therein. Such men

are in the depths of ignorance.

Liberty must, in the end, lead to sedition, whose flames none can quench. Thus
warneth you He Who 1is the Reckoner, the All-Knowing. Know ye that the
embodiment of liberty and its symbol is the animal. That which beseemeth man is
submission unto such vestraints as will protect him from his own ignorance, and
guard him against the harm of the mischief-maker. Liberty causeth man to overstep
the bounds of propriety, and to infringe on the dignity of his station. It debaseth him

to the level of extreme depravity and wickedness.

Regard men as a flock of sheep that need a shepherd for their protection. This,
verily, is the truth, the certain truth. We approve of liberty in certain circumstances,

and refuse to sanction it in others. We, verily, are the All-Knowing.

Say: True liberty consisteth in man’s submission unto My commandments, lictle
as ye know it. Were men to observe that which We have sent down unto them from
the Heaven of Revelation they would, of a certainty, attain unto perfect liberty.
Happy is the man that hath apprehended the Purpose of God in whatever He hath
revealed from the Heaven of His Will, that pervadeth all created things. Say: The
liberty that profiteth you is to be found nowhere except in complete servitude unto
God, the Eternal Truth. Whoso hath tasted of its sweetness will refuse to barter it for

all the dominion of earth and heaven.

IN AMITY AND CONCORD

[t is Our wish and desire that every one of you may become a source of all goodness
unto men, and an example of uprightness to mankind. Beware lest ye prefer
yourselves above your neighbors. Fix your gaze upon Him Who is the Temple of God
amongst men He, in truth, hath offered up His life as a ransom for the redemption of
the world. He, wverily, is the All-Bountiful, the Gracious the Most High. If any
differences arise amongst you, behold Me standing before your face, and overlook the
faules of one another for My name’s sake and as a token of your love for My manifest
and resplendent Cause. We love to see you at all times consorting in amity and
concord within the paradise of My good-pleasure, and to inhale from your acts the
fragrance of friendliness and unity, of loving-kindness and fellowship. Thus
counselleth you the All-Knowing, the Faithful. We shall always be with you; if We
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inhale the perfume of your fellowship, Our heart will assuredly rejoice, for naughe

else can satisfy Us. To this beareth witness every man of true understanding.

THE REASON THEY WERE CREATED

Shake off, O heedless ones, the slumber of megligence, that ye may behold the
radiance which His glory hath spread through the world. How foolish are those who
murmur against the premature birth of His light. O ye who are inwardly blind!
Whether too soon or too late, the evidences of His effulgent glory are now actually
manifest. It behoveth you to ascertain whether or not such a light hath appeared. It is
neither within your power nor mine to set the time at which it should be made
manifest. God’s inscrutable Wisdom hath fixed its hour beforehand. Be content, O
people, with that which God hath desired for you and predestined unto you.

THE PRINCIPLE OF MODERATION

Whoso cleaveth to justice, can, under no circumstances, transgress the limits of
moderation. He discerneth the truth in all things, through the guidance of Him Who
is the All-Seeing. The civilization, so often vaunted by the learned exponents of arts
and sciences, will, if allowed to overleap the bounds of moderation, bring great evil
upon men. Thus warneth you He Who is the All-Knowing. If carried to excess,
civilization will prove as prolific a source of evil as it had been of goodness when kept
within the restraints of moderation. Meditate on this, O people, and be not of them
that wander distraught in the wilderness of ervor. The day is approaching when its
flame will devour the cities, when the Tongue of Grandeur will proclaim: “The
Kingdom is God’s, the Almighty, the All-Praised!”

All other things are subject to this same principle of moderation. Render thanks

unto thy Lord Who hath remembered thee in this wondrous Tablet. All-Praise be to
God, the Lord of the glorious throne.

Were any man to ponder in his heart that which the Pen of the Most High hath
revealed and to taste of its sweetness, he would, of a certainty, find himself empried
and delivered from his own desires, and utterly subservient to the Will of the
Almighty. Happy is the man that hath attained so high a station, and hath not
deprived himself of so bountiful a grace.

In this Day, We can neither approve the conduct of the fearful that seeketh to
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dissemble his faith, nor sanction the behavior of the avowed believer that
clamorously asserteth his allegiance to this Cause. Both should observe the dictates of

wisdom, and strive diligently to serve the best interests of the Faith.

THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE WORLD

Every man of insight will, in this day, readily admit that the counsels which the Pen
of this wronged One hath revealed constitute the supreme animating power for the
advancement of the world and the exaltation of its peoples. Arise, O people, and by
the power of God's might, resolve to gain the victory over your own selves, that haply
the whole earth may be freed and sanctified from its servicude to the gods of its idle
fancies—gods that have inflicted such loss upon, and are responsible for the misery of,
their wretched worshipers. These idols form the obstacle that impede man in his
efforts to advance in the path of perfection. We cherish the hope that the Hand of
Divine power may lend its assistance to mankind, and deliver it from its state of

gYiCD ous GLb asement.

In one of the Tablets these words have been revealed: O people of God! Do not
busy yourselves in your own concerns; let your thoughts be fixed upon that which
will rehabilitate the fortunes of mankind and sanctify the hearts and souls of men.
This can best be achieved through a virtuous life and a goodly behavior. Valiant acts
will insure the oriumph of this Cause, and a saintly character will reinforce its power.
Cleave unto righteousness, O people of Baha! This, verily, is the commandment which
this wronged One hath given unto you, and the first choice of His unrestrained Will

for every one of you.

THE ESSENCE OF JUSTICE

Know wverily that the essence of justice and the source thereof are both embodied in
the ordinances prescribed by Him who is the Manifestation of the Self of God
amongst men, if ye be of them that recognize this truth. He doth verily incarnate the
highest, the infallible standard of justice unto all creation. Were His law to be such
as to strike terror into the hearts of all that are in heaven and on earth, that law is
naught but manifest justice. The fears and agitation which the revelation of this law
provoke in men’s hearts should indeed be likened to the cries of the suckling babe

weaned from his mother’s milk, if ye be of them that perceive. Were men to discover
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the motivating purpose of God's Revelation, they would assuredly cast away their

fears, and, with hearts filled with gratitude, rejoice with exceeding gladness.

WORDS OF WISDOM

The source of all good is trust in God, submission unto His command, and

contentment in His holy will and pleasure.

The essence of wisdom is the fear of God, the dread of His scourge and the

apprehension of His justice and decree.

The essence of religion is to testify unto that which the Lord hath revealed, and
follow that which He hath ordained in His mighty Book.

The source of all glory is acceprance of whatsoever the Lord hath bestowed, and
contentment with that which God hath ordained.

The essence of love is for man to twrn his heart to the Beloved One, and sever
himself from all else but God, and desire naught save that which is the desire of his
Lord.

True remembrance is to make mention of the Lord, the All-Praised, and forget all

else beside Him.

True reliance is for the servant to pursue his profession and calling in this world,
to hold fast unto the Lord, to seek naught but His grace, inasmuch as in His hands is
the destiny of all His servants.

The essence of detachment is for man to turn his face toward the courts of the

Lord, to enter His presence, behold His countenance,and stand as witness before Him.

The essence of understanding is to testify to one’s poverty, and submit to the will
of the Lord, the Sovereign, the Gracious, the All-Powerful.

The source of courage and power is the promotion of the Word of God, and

steadfastness in His Love.

The essence of charity is for the servant to recount the blessings of his Lord, and

to render thanks unto Him at all times, and under all conditions.

The essence of wealth is love for Me. Whoso loveth Me is the possessor of all
things, and he that loveth Me not is, indeed, of the poor and needy. This is that which
the Finger of Glory and Splendor hath revealed ...

The essence of faith is fewness of words and abundance of deeds; he whose words

exceed his deeds, know verily his death is better than his life ...
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The source of all evil is for man to turn away from his Lord and set his heart on
things ungodly.

The most burning fire is to question the signs of God, to dispute idly that which
He hath revealed, to deny Him and carry one’s self proudly before Him.

The source of all learning is the knowledge of God, exalted be His Glory, and this
cannot be attained save through the knowledge of His Divine Manifestation. The

essence of abasement is to pass from under the shadow of the Merciful, and seek the
shelter of the Evil One.

The source of ervor is to disbelieve in the one true God, rely upon aught else but

Him, and flee from His Decree.
True loss is for him whose days have been spent in utter ignorance of his true self.

The essence of all that We have revealed for thee is Justice, is for man to free
himself from idle fancies and imitation, discern with the eye of oneness His glorious

handiwork, and look into all things with a searching eye.

Thus have We instructed thee, manifested unto thee words of wisdom, that thou

mayest be thankful unto the Lord, thy God, and glory therein amidst all peoples.

PRAYERS

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Him Who is Thy Most Great
Name, Who hath been sorely afflicted by such of Thy creatures as have repudiated
Thy truth, and Who hath been hemmed in by sorrows which no tongue can describe,
to grant that [ may remember Thee and celebrate Thy praise, in these days when all
have twrned away from Thy beauty, have disputed with Thee, and twrned away
disdainfully from Him Who is the Revealer of Thy Cause. None is there, O my Lord,
to help Thee except Thine own Self, and no power to succor Thee save Thine own

pO’LQ)CY.

[ entreat Thee to enable me to cleave steadfastly to Thy Love and Thy
remembrance. This is, verily, within my power, and Thou art the One that knoweth
all that is in me. Thou, in truth, art knowing, apprised of all. Deprive me not, O my
Lord, of the splendors of the light of Thy face, whose brightness hath illuminated the
whole world. No God is there beside Thee, the Most Powerful the All-Glorious, the

Ever-F orgiving.

Magnified be Thy name, O Lord my God! Thou art He Whom all things worship and
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Who worshipeth no one, Who is the Lord of all things and is the vassal of none, Who
knoweth all things and is known of none. Thou didst wish to make Thyself known
unto men; therefore, Thou didst, through a word of Thy mouth, bring creation into
being and fashion the universe. There is none other God except Thee, the Fashioner,
the Creator, the Almighty, the Most Powerful.

[ implore Thee, by this very word that hath shone forth above the horizon of Thy
will, to enable me to drink deep of the living waters through which Thou hast vivified
the hearts of Thy chosen ones and quickened the souls of them that love Thee, that I

may, at all times and under all conditions, turn my face wholly towards Thee.

Thou art the God of power, of glory and bounty. No God is there beside Thee, the
Supreme Ruler, the All-Glorious, the Omniscient.

Praise be to Thee, O Lord my God! I swear by Thy might! Successive afflictions have
withheld the pen of the Most High from laying bare that which is hidden from the
eyes of Thy creatures, and incessant trials have hindered the tongue of the Divine
Ordainer from proclaiming the wonders of Thy glorification and praise. With a
stammering tongue, therefore, I call upon Thee, O my God, and with this my

afflicted pen I occupy myself in remembrance of Thy name.

Is there any man of insight, O my God, that can behold Thee with Thine own eye,
and where is the thirsty one who can direct his face towards the living waters of Thy
love? I am the one, O my God, who hath blotted out from his heart the remembrance
of all except Thee, and hath graven upon it the mysteries of Thy love. Thine own
might beareth me witness! But for cribulations, how could the assured be
distinguished from the doubters among Thy servants? They who have been inebriated
with the wine of Thy knowledge, these, verily, hasten to meet every manner of
adversity in their longing to pass into Thy presence. I implore Thee, O Beloved of my
heart and the Object of my soul’s adoration, to shield them that love me from the
faintest trace of evil and corrupt desives. Supply them, then, with the good of this

world and of the next.

Thou art, verily, He Whose grace hath guided them aright, He Who hath
declared Himself to be the All-Merciful. No God 1is there but Thee, the All-Glorious,
the Supreme Helper.

O my Lord! Make Thy beauty to be my food, and Thy presence my drink, and Thy
pleasure my hope, and praise of Thee my action, and remembrance of Thee my
companion, and the power of Thy sovereignty my succorer, and Thy habitation my

home, and my dwelling-place the seat Thou hast sanctified from the limitations
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imposed upon them who are shut out as by a veil from Thee.

Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the Most Powerful.

O Thou Whose face is the object of the adoration of all that yearn after Thee, Whose
presence is the hope of such as are wholly devoted to Thy will, Whose nearness is the
desire of all that have drawn nigh unto Thy court, Whose countenance is the
companion of those who have recognized Thy truth, Whose name is the mover of the
souls that long to behold Thy face, Whose voice is the true life of Thy lovers, the
words of Whose mouth are as the waters of life unto all who are in heaven and on

carth!

[ beseech Thee, by the wrong Thou hast suffered and the ills inflicted upon Thee
by the hosts of wrongful doers, to send down upon me from the clouds of Thy mercy

that which will purify me of all that is not of Thee, that I may be worthy to praise

Thee and fit to love Thee.
Withhold not from me, O my Lord, the things Thou didst ordain for such of Thy

handmaidens as circle around Thee, and on whom are poured continually the
splendors of the sun of Thy beauty and the beams of the brightness of Thy face. Thou

art He Who from everlasting hath succored whosoever hath sought Thee, and

bountifully favored him who hath asked Thee.
No God 1is there beside Thee, the Mighty, the Ever-Abiding, the All-Bounteous,

the Most Generous.

Praised be Thou, O Lord my God! This is Thy servant who hath quaffed from the
hands of Thy grace the wine of Thy tender mercy, and tasted of the savor of Thy love
in Thy days. I beseech Thee, by the embodiments of Thy names whom no grief can
hinder from rejoicing in Thy love or from gazing on Thy face, and whom all the hosts
of the heedless are powerless to cause to turn aside from the path of Thy pleasure, to
supply him with the good things Thou dost possess, and to raise him up to such
heights that he will regard the world even as a shadow that vanisheth swifter than
the twinkling of an eye.

Keep him safe also, O my God, by the power of Thine immeasurable majesty,
from all that Thou abhorrest. Thou art, verily, his Lord and the Lord of all worlds.

Praised be Thou, O Lord my God! I implore Thee, by Thy Most Great Name through
Which Thou didst stir up thy servants and build up Thy cities, and by Thy most
excellent titles, and Thy most august attributes, to assist Thy people to twrn in the

direction of Thy manifold bounties, and set their faces towards the Tabernacle of Thy
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wisdom. Heal Thou the sicknesses that have assailed the souls on every side, and have
deterred them from directing their gaze towards the Paradise that lieth in the shelter
of Thy shadowing Name, which Thou didst ordain to be the King of all names unto
all who are in heaven and all who are on earth. Potent art Thou to do as pleaseth
Thee. In Thy hands is the empire of all names. There is none other God but Thee, the
Mighty, the Wise.

[ am but a poor creature, O my Lord; I have clung to the hem of Thy riches. I am
sore sick; I have held fast the cord of Thy healing. Deliver me from the ills that have
encircled me, and wash me thoroughly with the waters of Thy graciousness and
mercy, and attire me with the raiment of wholesomeness, through Thy forgiveness
and bounty. Fix, then, mine eyes upon Thee, and rid me of all attachment to aught
else except Thyself. Aid me to do what Thou desirest, and to fulfill what Thou

pleasest.

Thou art truly the Lord of this life and of the next. Thou art, in truth, the Ever-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.

Thy name is my healing, O my God, and remembrance of Thee is my remedy.
Nearness to Thee is my hope, and love for Thee is my companion. Thy mercy to me is

my healing and my succor in both this world and the world to come. Thou, verily, art
the All-Bountiful the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Thou beholdest, O my God, the Day Star of Thy Word shining above the horizon of
Thy prison-city, inasmuch as within its walls He who is the Manifestation of Thy Self
and the Day-Spring of the light of Thy unity hath raised His voice and uttered Thy
praise. The fragrances of Thy love have thereby been wafted over Thy cities and have
encompassed all the dwellers of Thy realm.

Since Thou hast revealed Thy grace, O my God, deter not Thy servants from
directing their eyes towards it. Consider not, O my God, their estate, and their
concerns and their works. Consider the greatness of Thy glory, and the plenteousness
of Thy gifts, and the power of Thy might, and the excellence of Thy favors. I swear by
Thy glory! Wert Thou to look upon them with the eye of justice, all would deserve
Thy wrath and the rod of Thine anger. Hold Thou Thy creatures, O my God, with
the hands of Thy grace, and make Thou known unto them what is best for them of all
the things that have been created in the kingdom of Thy invention.

We testify, O my God, that Thou art God, and that there is no God besides Thee.
From eternity Thou hast existed with none to equal or rival Thee, and wilt abide for

ever the same. I beseech Thee, by the eyes which see Thee established upon the throne
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of unity and the seat of oneness, to aid all them that love Thee by Thy Most Great
Name, and to lift them up unto such heights that they will testify with their own
beings and with their tongues that Thou art God alone, the Incomparable, the One,
the Ever-Abiding. Thou hast had at no time any peer or partner. Thou, in truth, art
the All-Glorious, the Almighty, Whose help is implored by all men.

Many a chilled heart, O my God, hath been set ablaze with the fire of Thy Cause,
and many a slumberer hath been wakened by the sweetness of Thy voice. How many
are the strangers who have sought shelter beneath the shadow of the tree of Thy
oneness, and how numerous the thirsty ones who have panted after the fountain of
Thy living waters in Thy days!

Blessed is he that hath set himself towards Thee, and hasted to attain the Day-
Spring of the lights of Thy face. Blessed is he who with all his affections hath turned
to the Dawning-Place of Thy Revelation and the Fountain-Head of Thine
inspiration. Blessed is he that hath expended in Thy path what Thou didst bestow
upon him through Thy bounty and favor. Blessed is he who, in his sore longing after
Thee, hath cast away all else except Thyself. Blessed is he who hath enjoyed intimate

communion with Thee, and rid himself of all attachment to any one save Thee.

[ beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Him Who is Thy Name, Who, through the power
of Thy sovereignty and might, hath risen above the horizon of His prison, to ordain

for every one what becometh Thee and beseemeth Thine exaltation.

Thy mighe, in truth, is equal to all things.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God! Thou art He Who by a word of His mouth hath
revolutionized the entire creation, and by a stroke of His pen hath divided Thy
servants one from another. I bear witness, O my God, that through a word spoken by
Thee in this Revelation all created things were made to expire, and through yet
another word all such as Thou didst wish were, by Thy grace and bounty, endued

with new life.

[ render Thee thanks, therefore, and extol Thee, in the name of all them that are
dear to Thee, for that Thou hast caused them to be born again, by reason of the living
waters which have flowed down out of the mouth of Thy will. Since Thou didst
quicken them by Thy bounteousness, O my God, make them steadfastly inclined,
through Thy graciousness, towards Thy will; and since Thou didst suffer them to
enter into the Tabernacle of Thy Cause, grant by Thy grace that they may not be
kept back from Thee.

Unlock, then, to their hearts, O my God, the portals of Thy knowledge, that they
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may recognize Thee as One Who is far above the reach and ken of the understanding
of Thy creatures, and immeasurably exalted above the strivings of Thy people to hint
at Thy nature, and may not follow every clamorous impostor that presumeth to
speak in Thy name. Enable them, moreover, O my Lord, to cleave so tenaciously to
Thy Cause that they may remain unmoved by the perplexing suggestions of them
who, prompted by their desires, utter what hath been forbidden unto them in Thy
Tablets and Thy Scriptures.

Thou art well aware, O my Lord, that I hear the howling of the wolves which
appear in Thy servants' clothing. Keep safe, therefore, Thy loved ones from their
mischief, and enable them to cling steadfastly to whatsoever hath been manifested by
Thee in this Revelation, which no other Revelation within Thy knowledge hath

excelled.

Do Thou destine for them, O my Lord, that which will profit them. Hllumine,
then, their eyes with the light of Thy knowledge, that they may see Thee visibly
supreme over all things, and vesplendent amidst Thy creatures, and victorious over
all that are in Thy heaven and all that are on Thy earth. Powerful art Thou to do
Thy pleasure. No God is there but Thee, the All-Glorious, Whose help is implored by

all men.

Praised be Thou, Who art the Lord of all creation.

Lauded be Thy name, O my God and the God of all things, my Glory and the Glory
of all things, my Desire and the Desire of all things, my Strength and the Strength of
all things, my King and the King of all things, my Possessor and the Possessor of all
things, my Aim and the Aim of all things, my Mover and the Mover of all things!
Suffer me not, I implore Thee, to be kept back from the ocean of Thy tender mercies,

nor to be far removed from the shores of nearness to Thee.

Aught else except Thee, O my Lord, profiteth me not, and near access to any one
save Thyself availeth me nothing. I entreat Thee by the plenteousness of Thy riches,
whereby Thou didst dispense with all else except Thyself, to number me with such as

have set their faces towards Thee, and arisen to serve Thee.

Forgive, then, O my Lord, Thy servants and Thy handmaidens. Thou, truly, art

the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate.

God testifieth to the unity of His Godhood and to the singleness of His own Being.
On the throne of eternity, from the inaccessible heights of His station. His tongue
proclaimeth that there is none other God but Him. He Himself, independently of all
else, hath ever been a witness unto His own oneness, the revealer of His own nature,

the glorifier of His own essence. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty, the
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Beauteous.

He is supreme over His servants, and standeth over His creatures. In His hand is
the source of authority and truth. He maketh men alive by His signs, and causeth
them to die through His wrath. He shall not be asked of His doings and His might is
equal unto all things. He is the Potent, the All-Subduing. He holdeth within his grasp
the empire of all things, and on His right hand is fixed the Kingdom of His
Revelation. His power, wverily, embraceth the whole of creation. Victory and

overlordship are His; all might and dominion are His; all glory and greatness are
His. He, of a truth, is the All-Glorious, the Most Powerful, the Unconditioned.

All praise, O my God, be to Thee Who art the Source of all glory and majesty, of
greatness and honor, of sovereignty and dominion, of loftiness and grace, of awe and
power. Whomsoever Thou willest Thou causest to draw nigh unto the Most Great
Ocean, and on whomsoever Thou desirest Thou conferrest the honor of recognizing
Thy Most Ancient Name. Of all who are in heaven and on earth, none can withstand
the operation of Thy sovereign Will. From all eternity Thou didst rule the entire
creation, and Thou wilt continue for evermore to exercise Thy dominion over all
created things. There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the
AH—PowevfuL the All-Wise.

[llumine, O Lord, the faces of Thy servants, that they may behold Thee; and
cleanse their hearts that they may twrn unto the court of Thy heavenly favors, and
recognize Him Who is the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Day Spring of Thine
Essence. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all worlds. There is no God but Thee, the
Unconstrained, the All-Subduing.

Glorifted art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name, the Restrainer,
to withhold from us the maleficence of Thine adversaries who have disbelieved in Thy
testimony, and caviled at Thy beauty. Overpower by Thy Name, the All-Subduing,
such as have wronged Thy Previous Manifestation Who hath now appeared invested
with Thy title, the All-Glorious. Lay hold, by Thy name, the Chastiser, on them that
have treated Thy Cause with scorn, have jested at Thy most mighty utterances, and
were hindered from attaining this most exalted station. Enable Thy loved ones, by
Thy Name, the Victorious, to prevail against Thine enemies and the infidels among
Thy creatures. Rend asunder, by Thy Name, the Cleaver, the veil that hideth the
doings of them that have besmirched Thine honor and undermined Thy Faith among
Thy people. Bind, by Thy Name, the Restorer, the broken hearts of them that love
Thee, and graciously bless them in their affairs. Teach them, by Thy Name, the All-
Knowing, the wonders of Thy wisdom, that they may cleave steadfastly to Thy Faith
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and walk in the ways of Thy pleasure. Keep them safe, by Thy Name, the Withholder,
from the tyranny of the oppressor and the wickedness of the evil-doers and the malice
of the stirrers of mischief. Shield them, by Thy Name, the Preserver, within the
stronghold of Thy might and power, that haply they may be protected from the darts
of doubt that are hurled by such as have rebelled against Thee. Sanctify for Thy
servants, by Thy Name which Thou hast blessed above all other names, which Thou
hast singled out for Thy favor, and by which Thou didst reveal Thy beauty, these
days of which the Pen of Thy decree hath distinctly written, and which, according to
Thy will and wisdom, have been preordained in Thine irrevocable Tablet. Subject to
Thy rule, by Thy Name, the Conqueror, the people of Thy realm, that all may turn
towards Thy face and forsake their all for love of Thee and for the sake of Thy

pleasure.

Glorifted art Thou, O Lord my God! Rain down, I beseech Thee, from the clouds
of Thine overflowing grace, that which shall cleanse the hearts of Thy servants from
whatever may prevent their beholding Thy face, or may prevent them from twrning
unto Thee, that they may all recognize Him Who is their Fashioner and Creator.
Help them, then, O God, to reach forth, through the power of Thy sovereign mighe,
towards such a station that they can readily distinguish every foul smell from the
fragrance of the raiment of Him Who is the Bearer of Thy most lofty and exalted
name, that they may twrn with all their affections toward Thee, and may enjoy such
intimate communion with Thee that if all that is in heaven and on earth were given
them they would regard it as unworthy of their notice, and would refuse to cease

from remembering Thee and from extolling Thy virtues.

Shield, T pray Thee, O my Beloved, my heart’s Desire, Thy servant who hath
sought Thy face, from the darts of them that have denied Thee and from the shafts of
such as have repudiated Thy Truth. Cause him, then, to be wholly devoted to Thee, to
declare Thy name, and to fix his gaze upon the sanctuary of Thy Revelation. Thou
art, in truth, He Who, at no time, hath turned away those who have set their hopes
in Thee from the door of Thy mercy, nor prevented such as have sought Thee from
attaining the court of Thy grace. No God is there but Thee, the Most Powerful, the
All-Highest, the Help in Peril, the All-Glorious, the All-Compelling, the

Unconditioned.

Glory to Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of all worlds, and the Beloved of all such as
have recognized Thee! Thou seest me sitting under a sword hanging on a thread, and
art well aware that in such a state I have not fallen short of my duty towards Thy
Cause, nor failed to shed abroad Thy praise, and declare Thy virtues, and deliver all
Thou hadst prescribed unto me in Thy Tablets. Though the sword be ready to fall on
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my head, I call Thy loved ones with such a calling that the hearts are carried away
towards the horizon of Thy majesty and grandeur.

Purge out thoroughly their ears, O my Lord, that they may hearken unto the
sweet melodies that have ascended from the right hand of the throne of Thy glory. I
swear by Thy might! Were any one to attune his ears to their harmony he would soar
up to the kingdom of Thy revelation, wherein every created thing proclaimeth that
Thou art God, and that there is none other God save Thee, the Omnipotent, the Help
in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Cleanse Thou, O my God, the eyes of Thy servants, and
so transport them by the sweetness of Thine utterances that calamities will be
powerless to hinder them from turning unto Thee, and from directing their eyes

towards the horizon of Thy Revelation.

Darkness hath encompassed every land, O my God, and caused most of Thy
servants to tremble. I beseech Thee, by Thy Most Great Name, to raise in every city a
new creation that shall twrn towards Thee, and shall remember Thee amidst Thy
servants, and shall unfurl by virtue of their utterances and wisdom the ensigns of

Thy victory, and shall detach themselves from all created things.

Potent art Thou to do Thy pleasure. No God is there but Thee, the Most Powerful,
He Whose help is implored by all men.

Praise be to Thee, O Lord my God! I am the one who hath sought the good pleasure
of Thy will, and directed his steps towards the seat of Thy gracious favors. I am he
who hath forsaken his all, who hath fled to Thee for shelter, who hath set his face
towards the tabernacle of Thy revelation and the adored sanctuary of Thy glory. 1
beseech Thee, O my Lord, by Thy call whereby they who recognized Thy unity have
sought the shadow of Thy most gracious providence, and the sincere have fled far
from themselves unto Thy name, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, through which
Thy verses were sent down, and Thy word fulfilled, and Thy proof manifested, and
the sun of Thy beauty risen, and Thy testimony established, and Thy signs
uncovered,—I beseech Thee to grant that I may be numbered with them that have
quaffed the wine that is life indeed from the hands of Thy gracious providence, and
have rid themselves, in Thy path, of all attachment to Thy creatures, and been so
inebriated with Thy manifold wisdom that they hastened to the field of sacrifice with
Thy praise on their lips and Thy remembrance in their hearts. Send down, also, upon
me, O my God, that which will wash me from anything that is not of Thee, and

deliver me from Thine enemies who have disbelieved in Thy signs.

Potent art Thou to do what Thou willest. No God is there beside Thee, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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O Thou Whose tests are a healing medicine to such as are nigh unto Thee, Whose
sword is the ardent desire of all them that love Thee, Whose dart is the dearest wish
of those hearts that yearn after Thee, Whose decree is the sole hope of them that have
recognized Thy truth! I implore Thee, by Thy divine sweetness and by the splendors of
the glory of Thy face, to send down upon us from Thy retreats on high that which
will enable us to draw nigh unto Thee. Set, then, our feet frm, O my God, in Thy
Cause, and enlighten our hearts with the effulgence of Thy knowledge, and illumine

our breasts with the brightness of Thy names.

Lauded be Thy Name, O Lord my God! I am Thy servant who hath laid hold on
the cord of Thy tender mercies, and clung to the hem of Thy bounteousness. I entreat
Thee by Thy name whereby Thou hast subjected all created things, both visible and
invisible, and through which the breath that is life indeed was wafted over the entire
creation, to strengthen me by Thy power which hath encompassed the heavens and
the earth, and to guard me from all sickness and tribulation. T bear witness that
Thou art the Lord of all names, and the Ordainer of all that may please Thee. There
is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

Do Thou ordain for me, O my Lord, what will profit me in every world of Thy
worlds. Supply me, then, with what Thou hast written down for the chosen ones
among Thy creatures, whom neither the blame of the blamer, nor the clamor of the
infudel nor the estrangement of such as have withdrawn from Thee, hath deterred

from turning towards Thee.

Thou, truly, art the Help in Peril through the power of Thy sovereignty. No God
is there save Thee, the Almighty, the Most Powerful.

Create in me a pure heart, O my God, and renew a tranquil conscience within me, O
my Hope! Through the spirit of power confirm Thou me in Thy Cause, O my Best-
Beloved, and by the light of Thy glory reveal unto me Thy path, O Thou the Goal of
my desive! Through the power of Thy transcendent mighe lift me up unto the heaven
of Thy holiness, O Source of my being, and by the breezes of Thine eternity gladden
me, O Thou Who art my God! Let Thine everlasting melodies breathe tranquillity on
me, O my Companion, and let the riches of Thine ancient countenance deliver me
from all except Thee, O my Master, and let the tidings of the revelation of Thine

incorruptible Essence bring me joy, O Thou Who art the most manifest of the

manifest and the most hidden of the hidden!

O God, my God! Be Thou not far from me, for tribulation upon tribulation hath
gathered about me. O God, my God! Leave me not to myself, for the extreme of
adversity hath come upon me. Out of the pure milk, drawn from the breasts of Thy
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loving-kindness, give me to drink, for my thirst hath utterly consumed me. Beneath
the shadow of the wings of Thy mercy shelter me, for all mine adversaries with one
consent have fallen upon me. Keep me near to the throne of Thy majesty, face to face
with the revelation of the signs of Thy glory, for wretchedness hath grievously
touched me. With the fruits of the Tree of Thine Eternity nourish me, for uttermost
weakness hath overtaken me. From the cups of joy, proffered by the hands of Thy
tender mercies, feed me, for manifold sorrows have laid mighty hold upon me. With
the broidered robe of Thine omnipotent sovereignty attire me, for poverty hath
altogether despoiled me. Lulled by the cooing of the Dove of Thine Eternity, suffer me
to sleep, for woes at their blackest have befallen me. Before the throne of Thy oneness,
amid the blaze of the beauty of Thy countenance, cause me to abide, for fear and
trembling have violently crushed me. Beneath the ocean of Thy forgiveness, faced
with the restlessness of the leviathan of glory, immerse me, for my sins have utterly

doomed me.

O Thou Whose face is the object of my adoration, Whose beauty is my sanctuary,
Whose habitation is my goal, Whose praise is my hope, Whose providence is my
companion, Whose love is the cause of my being, Whose mention is my solace, Whose
nearness is my desire, Whose presence is my dearest wish and highest aspiration, I
entreat Thee not to withhold from me the things Thou didst ordain for the chosen
ones among Thy servants. Supply me, then, with the good of this world and of the

next.

Thou, truly, art the King of all men. There is no God but Thee, the Ever-

Forgiving, the Most Generous.

O God, my God! I beg of Thee by the ocean of Thy healing, and by the splendors of
the Day Star of Thy grace, and by Thy Name through which Thou didst subdue Thy
servants, and by the pervasive power of Thy most exalted Word and the potency of
Thy most august Pen, and by Thy mercy that hath preceded the creation of all who
are in heaven and on earth, to purge me with the waters of Thy bounty from every

affliction and disorder, and from all weakness and feebleness.

Thou seest, O my Lord, Thy suppliant waiting at the door of Thy bounty, and
him who hath set his hopes on Thee clinging to the cord of Thy generosity. Deny him
not, I beseech Thee, the things he seeketh from the ocean of Thy grace and the Day
Star of Thy loving-kindness.

Powerful art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. There is none other God save Thee,

the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.
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THE HIDDEN WORDS

HE IS THE GLORY OF GLORIES

This is that which hath descended from the realm of glory, uttered by the rongue of
power and might, and revealed unco the Prophets of old. We have taken the inner
essence thereof and cloched it in the garment of brevity, as a token of grace unto the
righteous, thar they may stand faichful unto the Covenane of God, may fulfill in

their lives His trust and in the realm of spiric obrain the gem of Divine virtue.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
My furst counsel is this: Possess a pure, kindly and radiant heart, that thine may

be a sovereignty ancient, imperishable and everlasting.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
The best beloved of all things in My sight is Justice; turn not away therefrom if
thou desirest Me, and neglect it not that I may confide in thee. By its aid thou
shalt see with thine own eyes and not through the eyes of others, and shalt know
of thine own knowledge and not through the knowledge of thy neighbor. Ponder
this in thy heart; how it behoveth thee to be. Verily justice is My gift to thee and
the sign of My loving-kindness. Set it then before thine eyes.

O SON OF MAN!
Veiled in My immemorial being and in the ancient eternity of My essence, I knew
My love for thee; therefore I created thee, have engraved on thee Mine image and
revealed to thee My beauty.

O SON OF MAN!
[ loved thy creation, hence I created thee. Wherefore, do thou love Me, that I may
name thy name and full thy soul with the spirit of life.

O SON OF BEING!

Love Me, that I may love thee. If thou lovest Me not, My love can in no wise

reach thee. Know this, O servant.

O SON OF BEING!
Thy Paradise is My love; thy heavenly home, reunion with Me. Enter therein and

tarry not. This is that which hath been destined for thee in Our kingdom above
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and Our exalted dominion.

O SON OF MAN!
If thou lovest Me, turn away from thyself; and if thou seekest My pleasure, regard

not thine own; that thou mayest die in Me and I may eternally live in thee.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
There is no peace for thee save by renouncing thyself and turning unto Me; for it
behoveth thee to glory in My name, not in thine own; to put thy trust in Me and

not in thyself, since I desire to be loved alone and above all that is.

O SON OF BEING!
My love is My stronghold; he that entereth therein is safe and secure, and he that
turneth away shall surely stray and perish.

O SON OF UTTERANCE!
Thou art My stronghold; enter therein that thou mayest abide in safery. My love

is in thee, know it, that thou mayest find Me near unto thee.

O SON OF BEING!
Thou art My lamp and My light is in thee. Get thou from it thy radiance and seek
none other than Me. For I have created thee rich and have bountifully shed My

favor upon thee.

O SON OF BEING!
With the hands of power I made thee and with the fingers of strength I created
thee; and within thee have I placed the essence of My light. Be thou content with
it and seek naught else, for My work is perfect and My command is binding.

Question it not, nor have a doubt thereof.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
[ created thee rich, why dost thou bring thyself down to poverty? Noble I made
thee, wherewith dost thou abase thyself? Out of the essence of knowledge I gave
thee being, why seekest thou enlightenment from anyone beside Me? Out of the
clay of love T molded thee, how dost thou busy thyself with another? Turn thy
sight unto thyself, that thou mayest find Me standing within thee, mighty.

powerful and self-subsisting.

SON OF MAN!

Thou art My dominion and My dominion perisheth not, wherefore fearest thou
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thy perishing? Thou art My light and My light shall never be extinguished, why
dost thou dread extinction? Thou art My glory and My glory fadeth not; thou art
My robe and My robe shall never be outworn. Abide then in thy love for Me, that
thou mayest find Me in the realm of glory.

O SON OF UTTERANCE!
Turn thy face unto Mine and renounce all save Me; for My sovereignty endureth
and My dominion perisheth not. If thou seekest another than Me, yea, if thou

searches the universe for evermore, thy quest will be in vain.

O SON OF LIGHT!
Forget all save Me and commune with My spirit. This is of the essence of My

command, therefore turn unto it.

O SON OF MAN!
Be thou content with Me and seek no other helper. For none but Me can ever

suffice thee.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
Ask not of Me that which We desire not for thee, then be content with what We
have ordained for thy sake, for this is that which profiteth thee, if therewith thou
dost content thyself.

O SON OF THE WONDROUS VISION!
[ have breathed within thee a breath of My own Spirit, that thou mayest be My
lover. Why hast thou forsaken Me and sought a beloved other than Me?

O SON OF SPIRIT!
My claim on thee is great, it cannot be forgotten. My grace to thee is plenteous, it
cannot be veiled. My love has made in thee its home, it cannot be concealed. My

light is manifest to thee, it cannot be obscured.

O SON OF MAN!
Upon the tree of effulgent glory I have hung for thee the choicest fruits, wherefore
hast thou turned away and contented thyself with that which is less good? Return
then unto that which is better for thee in the realm on high.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
Noble have T created thee, yet thou hast abased thyself. Rise then unto that for

which thou wast created.
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O SON OF THE SUPREME!
To the eternal T call thee, yet thou dost seek that which perisheth. What hath

made thee twrn away from Our desire and seek thine own?

O SON OF MAN!
Transgress not thy limits, nor claim that which beseemeth thee not. Prostrate
thyself before the countenance of thy God, the Lord of might and power.

SON OF SPIRIT!
Vaunt not thyself over the poor, for I lead him on his way and behold thee in thy

evil plight and confound thee for evermore.

O SON OF BEING!
How couldst thou forget thine own faults and busy thyself with the faules of
others? Whoso doeth this is accursed of Me.

O SON OF MAN!
Breathe not the sins of others so long as thou art thyself a sinner. Shouldst thou

transgress this command, accursed wouldst thou be, and to this I bear witness.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
Know thou of a truth: He that biddeth men be just and himself commitcech
iniquity is not of Me, even though he bear My name.

O SON OF BEING!
Ascribe not to any soul that which thou wouldst not have ascribed to thee, and
say not that which thou doest not. This is My command unto thee, do thou

observe it.

O SON OF MAN!
Deny not My servant should he ask anything from thee, for his face is My face; be
then abashed before Me.

O SON OF BEING!
Bring thyself to account each day ere thou art summoned to a reckoning; for

death, unheralded, shall come upon thee and thou shalt be called to give account

for thy deeds.

O SON OF THE SUPREME!

[ have made death a messenger of joy to thee. Wherefore dost thou grieve? I made
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the light to shed on thee its splendor. Why dost thou veil thyself therefrom?

O SON OF SPIRIT!
With the joyful tidings of light T hail thee: vejoice! To the court of holiness I

summon thee; abide therein that thou mayest live in peace for evermore.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
The spirit of holiness beareth unto thee the joyful tidings of reunion; wherefore
dost thou grieve? The spirit of power confurmeth thee in His cause; why dost thou
veil thyself? The light of His countenance doth lead thee; how canst thou go

as wag?

O SON OF MAN!
Sorrow mot save that thou art far from Us. Rejoice not save that thou art

drawing near and returning unto Us.

O SON OF MAN!
Rejoice in the gladness of thine heart, that thou mayest be worthy to meet Me
and to mirror forth My beauty.

O SON OF MAN!
Divest not thyself of My beauteous robe, and forfeit not thy portion from My

wondrous fountain, lest thou shouldst thirst for evermore.

O SON OF BEING!
Walk in My statutes for love of Me and deny thyself that which thou desivest if
thou seekest My pleasure.

O SON OF MAN!
Neglect not my commandments i thou lovest My beauty, and forget not My

counsels if thou wouldst attain My good pleasure.

O SON OF MAN!
Wert thou to speed through the immensity of space and traverse the expanse of
heaven, yet thou wouldst find no rest save in submission to Our command and

humbleness before Our Face.

O SON OF MAN!
Magnify My cause that I may reveal unto thee the mysteries of My greatness and
shine upon thee with the light of eternity.
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O SON OF MAN!
Humble thyself before Me, that I may graciously visit thee. Arise for the triumph
of My cause, that while yet on earth thou mayest obtain the victory.

O SON OF BEING!
Make mention of Me on My earth, that in My heaven I may remember thee, thus

shall Mine eyes and thine be solaced.

O SON OF THE THRONE!
Thy hearing is My hearing, hear thou therewith. Thy sight is My sight, do thou
see therewith, that in thine inmost soul thou mayest testify unto My exalted

sanctity, and [ within Myself may bear witness unto an exalted station for thee.

O SON OF BEING!
Seek a martyr’s death in My path, content with My pleasure and thankful for
that which T ordain, that thou mayest repose with Me beneath the canopy of
majesty behind the tabernacle of glory.

O SON OF MAN!
Ponder and reflect. Is it thy wish to die upon thy bed, or to shed thy life-blood on
the dust, a martyr in My path, and so become the manifestation of My command
and the revealer of My light in the highest paradise? Judge thou aright, O

servant!

O SON OF MAN!
By My beauty! To tinge thy hair with thy blood is greater in My sight than the
creation of the universe and the light of both worlds. Strtve then to attain this, O

servant!

O SON OF MAN!
For everything there is a sign. The sign of love is fortitude under My decree and

patience under My trials.

O SON OF MAN!
The true lover yearneth for tribulation even as doth the rebel for forgiveness and

the sinful for mercy.

O SON OF MAN!
If adversity befall thee not in My path, how canst thou walk in the ways of them
that are content with My pleasure? If trials afflict thee not in thy longing to meet
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Me how wilt thou attain the light in thy love for My beauty?

O SON OF MAN!
My calamity is My providence, outwardly it is fire and vengeance, but inwardly
it is light and mercy. Hasten thereunto that thou mayest become an eternal light
and an immortal spirit. This is My command unto thee, do thou observe ir.

O SON OF MAN!
Should prosperity befall thee, rejoice not, and should abasement come upon thee,

grieve not, for both shall pass away and be no more.

O SON OF BEING!
If poverty overtake thee, be not sad; for in time the Lord of wealth shall visit thee.

Fear not abasement, for glory shall one day rest on thee.

O SON OF BEING!
If thine heart be set upon this eternal, imperishable dominion, and this ancient,

everlasting life, forsake this mortal and fleeing sovereignty.

O SON OF BEING!
Busy not thyself with this world, for with fire We test the gold, and with gold We

test Our servants.

O SON OF MAN!
Thou dost wish for gold and I desire thy freedom from it. Thou thinkest thyself
rich in its possession, and I recognize thy wealth in thy sanctity therefrom. By My
life! This is My knowledge, and that is thy fancy; how can My way accord with
thine? Bestow My wealth upon My poor, that in heaven thou mayest draw from
stores of unfading splendor and treasures of imperishable glory. But by My life!
To offer up thy soul is a more glorious thing couldst thou but see with Mine eye.

O SON OF MAN!
The temple of being is My throne; cleanse it of all things, that there T may be
established and there I may abide.

O SON OF BEING!
Thy heart is My home; sanctify it for My descent. Thy spiric is My place of

revelation; cleanse it for My manifestation.

O SON OF MAN!
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Put thy hand into My bosom, that I may rise above thee, rvadiant and

resplendent.

O SON OF MAN!

Ascend unto My heaven, that thou mayest obtain the joy of reunion, and from

the chalice of imperishable glory quaff the peerless wine.

O SON OF MAN!
Many a day hath passed over thee whilst thou hast busied thy self with thy
fancies and idle imaginings. How long art thou to slumber on thy bed? Lift up
thy head from slumber, for the Sun hath risen to the zenith, haply it may shine
upon thee with the light of beauty.

O SON OF MAN!
The light hath shone on thee from the horizon of the sacred Mount and the spiric
of enlightenment hath breathed in the Sinai of thy heart. Wherefore, free thyself
from the weils of idle fancies and enter into My court, that thou mayest be fit for
everlasting life and worthy to meet Me. Thus may death not come upon thee,

neither weariness nor trouble.

O SON OF MAN!
My eternity is My creation, I have created it for thee. Make it the garment of thy
temple. My unity is My handiwork; T have wrought it for thee; clothe thyself
therewith, that thou mayest be to all eternity the revelation of My everlasting

being.

O SON OF MAN!
My majesty is My gift to thee, and My grandeur the token of My mercy unto thee.
That which beseemeth Me none shall understand, nor can any one recoun.
Verily, I have preserved it in My hidden storehouses and in the treasuries of My
command, as a sign of My loving-kindness unto My servants and My mercy unto

My people.

O CHILDREN OF THE DIVINE AND INVISIBLE ESSENCE!
Ye shall be hindered from loving Me and souls shall be perturbed as they make

mention of Me. For minds cannot grasp Me nor hearts contain Me.

O SON OF BEAUTY!
By My spirit and by My favor! By My mercy and by My beauty! All that I have
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revealed unto thee with the tongue of power, and have written for thee with the
pen of might, hath been in accordance with thy capacity and understanding, not

with My state and the melody of My voice.

O CHILDREN OF MEN!
Know ye not why We created you all from the same dust? That no one should
exalt himself over the other. Ponder at all times in your hearts how ye were
created. Since We have created you all from one same substance it is incumbent
on you to be even as one soul, to walk with the same feet, eat with the same
mouth and dwell in the same land, that from your inmost being, by your deeds
and actions, the signs of oneness and the essence of detachment may be made
manifest. Such is My counsel to you, O concourse of light! Heed ye this counsel

that ye may obtain the fruit of holiness from the tree of wondrous glory.

O YE SONS OF SPIRIT!
Ye are My treasury, for in you I have treasured the pearls of My mysteries and
the gems of My knowledge. Guard them from the strangers amidst My servants
and from the ungodly amongst My people.

O SON OF HIM THAT STOOD BY HIS OWN ENTITY IN THE KINGDOM OF
HIS SELF!
Know thou, that I have wafted unto thee all the fragrances of holiness, have fully
revealed to thee My word, have perfected through thee My bounty and have
desired for thee that which I have desired for My Self. Be then content with My

pleasure and thankful unto Me.

O SON OF MAN!
Write all that We have revealed unto thee with the ink of light upon the tablet of
thy spirit. Should this not be in thy power, then make thine ink of the essence of
thy heart. If this thou canst not do, then write with that crimson ink that hach
been shed in My path. Sweeter indeed is this to Me than all else, that its light

may endure for ever.
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