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CHAPTER TWO:
THE PROMISED ONE

THE SUCCESSIVE REVELATIONS

Praised be Thou, O Lord my God! Every time I am reminded of Thee and muse on
Thy virtues, I am seized with such ecstasies and am so enravished by Thee that I find
myself unable to make mention of Thy name and to extol Thee. I am carried back to
such heights that I recognize my self to be the same as the remembrance of Thee in
Thy realm, and the essence of Thy praise among Thy servants. As long as that self
endureth, so long will Thy praise continue to be shed abroad among Thy creatures

and Thy remembrance glorified by Thy people.

Every man endued with insight among Thy servants is persuaded that my self
liveth eternally and can never perish, inasmuch as remembrance of Thee is eternal
and will endure so long as Thine own Self endureth, and Thy praise is everlasting
and will last as long as Thine own sovereignty will last. By its means Thou art
glorified by such of Thy chosen ones as call upon Thee and by the sincere among Thy
servants. Nay, the praise wherewith any one, in the entire creation, praiseth Thee
proceedeth from this exalted self and returneth unto i, even as the sun which, while
it shineth, sheddeth its splendor upon whatsoever may be exposed to its rays. From

this sun is generated, and unto it must return, the light which is shed over all things.

Exalted, immeasurably exalted art Thou above any attempt to measure the
greatness of Thy Cause, above any comparison that one may seek to make, above the
efforts of the human tongue to utter its import! From everlasting Thou hast existed,
alone with no one else beside Thee, and wilt, to everlasting, continue to remain the

same, in the sublimity of Thine essence and the inaccessible heights of Thy glory.

And when Thou didst purpose to make Thyself known unto men, Thou didst
successively reveal the Manifestations of Thy Cause, and ordained each to be a sign
of Thy Revelation among Thy people and the Day Spring of Thine invisible Self
amidst Thy creatures, until the time when, as decreed by Thee, all Thy previous
Revelations culminated in Him Whom Thou hast appointed as the Lord of all who
are in the heaven of revelation and the kingdom of creation, Him Whom Thou hast
established as the Sovereign Lord of all who are in the heavens and all who are on
the earth. He it was Whom Thou hast determined to be the Herald of Thy Most
Great Revelation and the Announcer of Thy Most Ancient Splendor. In this Thou
hadst no other purpose except to try them who have manifested Thy most excellent
titles unto all who are in heaven and on earth. He it was Whom Thou hast
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commanded to establish His covenant with all created things.

And when Thy promise came to pass and the set time was fulfilled, He Who is the
Possessor of all Names and Attributes was made manifest unto men. Thereupon all
that were in the heavens and all that were on the earth were terror-stricken save
those whom Thou didst keep under Thy protection and preserve within the shelter of
Thy power and gracious providence. There befell Him, at the hands of such of Thy
creatures as have transgressed against Thee, that which the tongue of no one of Thy

servants can recounc.

Look down, then, upon Him, O my God, with the eye of Thy tender mercy, and
send down upon Him and upon those that love Him all the good Thou didst ordain in
the heaven of Thy will and the Tablet of Thy decree. Aid them, then, with Thy
succor, for Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the
All-Compelling.

WISHING TO REVEAL THYSELF

Lauded be Thy name, O Lord my God! I testify that Thou wast a hidden Treasure
wrapped within Thine immemorial Being and an impenetrable Mystery enshrined in
Thine own Essence. Wishing to reveal Thyself, Thou didst call into being the Greater
and the Lesser Worlds, and didst choose Man above all Thy creatures, and didst
make Him a sign of both of these worlds, O Thou Who art our Lord, the Most
Compassionate!

Thou didst raise Him up to occupy Thy throne before all the people of Thy
creation. Thou didst enable Him to unravel Thy mysteries, and to shine with the
lights of Thine inspiration and Thy Revelation, and to manifest Thy names and
Thine ateributes. Through Him Thou didst adorn the preamble of the book of Thy
creation, O Thou Who art the Ruler of the universe Thou hast fashioned!

[ bear witness that in His person solidity and fluidity have been joined and
combined. Through His immovable constancy in Thy Cause, and His unwavering
adherence to whatsoever Thou, in the plenitude of the light of Thy glory, didst unveil
to His eyes, throughout the domains of Thy Revelation and creation, the souls of Thy
servants were stirred up in their longing for Thy Kingdom, the dwellers of Thy
realms rushed forth to enter into Thy heavenly dominion. Through the restlessness He
evinced in Thy path, the feet of all them that are devoted to Thee were steeled and
confrmed to manifest Thy Cause amidst Thy creatures, and to demonstrate Thy

sovereignty throughout Thy realm.
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How grear, O my God, is this Thy most excellent handiwork and how
consummate Thy creation, which hath caused every understanding heart and mind
to marvel! And when the set time was fulfilled, and what had been preordained came
to pass, Thou didst unloose His tongue to praise Thee, and to lay bare Thy mysteries
before all Thy creation, O Thou Who art the Possessor of all names, and the
Fashioner of earth and heaven! Through Him all created things were made to glorify
Thee, and to celebrate Thy praise, and every soul was directed towards the kingdom

of Thy revelation and Thy sovereignty.

At one time, Thou didst raise Him up, O my God, and didst attire Him with the
ornament of the name of Him Who conversed with Thee (Moses), and didst through
Him uncover all that Thy will had decreed and Thine irrevocable purpose ordained.
At another time, Thou didst adorn Him with the name of Him Who was Thy Spirit
(Jesus), and didst send Him down out of the heaven of Thy will, for the edification of
Thy people, infusing thereby the spirit of life into the hearts of the sincere among Thy
servants and the faithful among Thy creatures. Again, Thou didst reveal Him, decked
forth by the name of Him Who was Thy Friend (Muhammad), and caused Him to
shine brightly above the horizon of Hijaz, as a token of Thy power and an evidence of
Thy might. Through Him Thou didst send unto Thy servants what enabled them to
scale the heights of Thy unity, and to yearn over the wonders of Thy manifold

knowledge and wisdom.

[ testify, O Thou Who art the Lord of the whole creation, and the Desire of
whosoever hath sought Thee, that, amidst Thy creatures, they resemble the sun which
no matter how often it riseth and setteth 1is still the one and the same sun. Whoso
maketh any distinction between any of them hath truly failed to attain the ultimate
purpose, and to reach the highest goal, and hath been deprived of the mysteries of
unity and of the lights of sanctity and oneness. I testify, moreover, that Thou hast
decreed that none on the face of the earth should equal them, and none of Thy
creatures be able to be compared with any of them, in order that Thine own

singleness and peerlessness might be recognized and established.

Glorified, immeasurably glorified be Thy name, O my God! How can I ever
befictingly mention Thee or sufficiently praise Thee, that Thou hast manifested Him
by the power of Thy might, and caused Him to shine above the horizon of Thy will,
and made Him the Day Spring of Thy signs, and the Dawning-Place of the revelation
of Thy names and Thine attributes? How bewilderingly mysterious, moreover, O my
God, is His nature and all that Thou hast infused into Him, through Thy strength
and by the power of Thy might! At one time He appeareth as the water which is Life
indeed, sent down out of the heaven of Thy grace, and poured forth from the clouds of
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Thy mercy, that Thy creatures may be endued with new life, and live as long as
Thine own Kingdom endureth. Every drop of that water would suffice to quicken the
dead, and to set their faces in the direction of Thy favors and Thy gifts, and to rid
them of all attachment to aught else except Thee. At another time He revealeth
Himself as the Fire which Thou didst kindle in the tree of Thy unity, whose heat
melted the hearts of Thine ardent lovers when He Who is the Day Star of the world
shone forth above the horizon of ‘Iraq. I testify, O my God, that through Him the
veils of human fancy were burnt up, and the hearts of men were set towards the scene

of Thy most resplendent glory.

[ implore Thee, O Thou Who art the Supreme Ordainer, not to suffer me to be
deprived of the breezes which are wafted in Thy days, the days whereon the sweet
smell of the raiment of Thy mercy hath been shed abroad. Neither do Thou keep me
back from Thy most great Ocean, every drop of which erieth out and saith: Great is
the blessedness that awaiteth him who hath been awakened from his sleep by the
breath of God which, from the source of His mercy, hath blown over all such of His

creatures as have set themselves towards Him!

Thou seest, O my Lord, how Thy servants are held captive by their own selves
and desires. Redeem them from their bondage, O my God, by the power of Thy
sovereignty and might, that they may twrn towards Thee when He Who is the

Revealer of Thy names and attributes is manifested unto men.

Cast upon this poor and desolate creature, O my Lord, the glance of Thy wealth,
and flood his heart with the beams of Thy knowledge, that he may apprehend the
verities of the unseen world, and discover the mysteries of Thy heavenly realm, and
perceive the signs and tokens of Thy kingdom, and behold the manifold revelations of
this earthly life all set forth before the face of Him Who is the Revealer of Thine own
Self. Direct, then, his eyes, O my God, towards the horizon of Thy loving-kindness,
and make steadfast his heart in its attachment to Thee, and unloose his tongue to
praise Thee, and make him able to hold fast the cord of Thy love, and to cling to the
hem of Thy bounteousness, and to proclaim Thy name amidst Thy creatures, and to
recount Thy virtues throughout Thy realm, in such wise that no obstacle will deter
him from turning to Thy name, the All-Bountiful, and no wveil shut him out from
Thee, in Whose hand is the dominion of utterance and the kingdom of all names and

ateributes!

Hold Thou the hand of this seeker who hath set his face towards Thee, O my
Lord, and draw him out of the depths of his vain imaginations, that the light of
certainty may shine brightly above the horizon of his heart in the days whereon the
sun of the knowledge of Thy creatures hath been darkened through the shining of the
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Day Star of Thy glory; the days whereon the moon of the world’s wisdom hath been
eclipsed through the appearance of Thy hidden knowledge, and the manifestation of
Thy well-guarded secret, and the revelation of Thine enshrined mystery; the days
whereon the stars of men’s doings have fallen through the rising of the orb of Thy

unity and the shedding of the radiance of Thy transcendent oneness.

[ beg of Thee, O my God, by Thy most exalted Word which Thou hast ordained
as the Divine Elixir unto all who are in Thy realm, the Elixir through whose potency
the crude metal of human life hath been transmuted into purest gold, O Thou in
Whose hands are both the visible and invisible kingdoms, to ordain that my choice be
conformed to Thy choice and my wish to Thy wish, that T may be entirely content
with that which Thou didst desive, and be wholly satisfied with what Thou didst
destine for me by Thy bounteousness and favor. Potent art Thou to do as Thou
willest. Thou, in very truth, art the All-Glorious, the All-Wise.

Happy is the man who hath recognized Thee, and discovered the sweetness of Thy
fragrance, and set himself towards Thy kingdom, and tasted of the things that have
been perfected therein by Thy grace and favor. Great is the blessedness of him who
hath acknowledged Thy most excellent majesty, and whom the weils that have shut
out the nations from Thee have not hindered from directing his eyes towards Thee, O
Thou Who art the King of eternity and the Quickener of every moldering bone!
Blessed, also, is he that hath inhaled Thy sweet savors, and been carried away by
Thine utterances in Thy days. Blessed, moreover, be the man that hath turned unto
Thee, and woe betide him that hath turned his back upon Thee.

Praised be Thou, the Lord of the worlds!

THE COVENANT THOU HAST ESTABLISHED

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou knowest that my sole aim in revealing Thy
Cause hath been to reveal Thee and not my self, and to manifest Thy glory rather
than my glory. In Thy path, and to attain Thy pleasure, T have scorned rest, joy,
delight. At all times and under all conditions my gaze hath been fixed on Thy
precepts, and mine eyes bent upon the things Thou hast bidden me observe in Thy
Tablets. T have wakened every morning to the light of Thy praise and Thy

remembrance, and reached evening inhaling the fragrances of Thy mercy.

And when the entire creation was stirred up, and the whole earth was convulsed,
and the sweet savors of Thy name, the All-Praised, had almost ceased to breathe over

Thy realms, and the winds of Thy mercy had well-nigh been stilled throughout Thy
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dominions, Thou didst, through the power of Thy might, raise me up among Thy
servants, and bid me to show forth Thy sovereignty amidst Thy people. Thereupon 1
arose before all Thy creatures, strengthened by Thy help and Thy power, and
summoned all the multitudes unto Thee, and announced unto all Thy servants Thy
favors and Thy gifts, and invited them to turn towards this Ocean, every drop of the
waters of which crieth out, proclaiming unto all that are in heaven and on earth that
He is in truth, the Fountain of all life, and the Quickener of the entire creation, and
the Object of the adoration of all worlds, and the Best-Beloved of every

understanding heart, and the Desire of all them that are nigh unto Thee.

Though the fierce winds of the hatred of the wicked doers blew and beat on this
Lamp, He was, at no time, in His love for Thy beauty, hindered from shedding the
fragrance of His light. As the transgressions committed against Thee waxed greater
and greater, my eagerness to reveal Thy Cause correspondingly increased, and as the
tribulations deepened and to this Thy glory beareth me witness—a fuller measure of

Thy sovereignty and of Thy power was vouchsafed by me unto Thy creatures.

And finally, T was cast by the transgressors into the prison-city of ‘Akka, and my
kindred were made captives in Baghdad. The power of Thy might beareth me witness,
O my God! Every trouble that hath touched me in Thy path hath added to my joy
and increased my gladness. I swear by Thee, O Thou Who art the King of Kings!
None of the kings of the earth hath power to hinder me from remembering Thee or
from extolling Thy virtues. Were they to be leagued—as they have been leagued—
against me, and to brandish their sharpest swords and most afflictive spears against
me, I would not hesitate to magnify Thy name before all them that are in Thy heaven
and on Thy earth. Nay rather, I would cry out and say: “This, O my Beloved, is my
face which I have offered up for Thy face, and this is my spirit which I have sacrificed
for Thy spirit, and this is my blood that seetheth in my veins, in its longing to be shed

for love of Thee and in Thy path.”
Though—as Thou beholdest me, O my God—I be dwelling in a place within

whose walls no voice can be heard except the sound of the echo, though all the gates
of ease and comfort be shut against us, and thick darkness appear to have compassed
us on every side, yet my soul hath been so inflamed by its love for Thee, that nothing
whatsoever can either quench the fire of its love or abate the consuming flame of its
desire. Lifting up its voice, it crieth aloud amidst Thy servants, and calleth them, at

all times and under all conditions, unto Thee.

[ beseech Thee, by Thy Most Great Name, to open the eyes of Thy servants, that
they may behold Thee shining above the horizon of Thy majesty and glory, and that

they may not be hindered by the croaking of the raven from hearkening to the voice
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of the Dove of Thy sublime oneness, nor be prevented by the corrupt waters from

partaking of the pure wine of Thy bounty and the everlasting streams of Thy gifts.

Gather them, then, together around this Divine Law, the covenant of which Thou
hast established with all Thy Prophets and Thy Messengers, and Whose ordinances
Thou hast written down in Thy Tablets and Thy Scriptures. Raise them up,

moreover, to such heights as will enable them to perceive Thy Call.

Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. Thou art, verily, the Inaccessible, the
All-Glorious.

WHOM THOU HAST CHOSEN

Praised be Thou, O my God, that Thou hast been true to what the Pen of Thy
Revelation hath inscribed upon the Tablets sent down by Thee unto them Whom
Thou hast chosen above all Thy creatures, and through Whom Thou hast unlocked
the doors of Thy mercy, and shed abroad the radiance of the light of Thy guidance.
Glory to Thee that Thou hast laid bare what had from eternity been wrapped up
within the Tabernacle of Thy majesty, Thine omnipotence and glory, and through
which Thou hadst decked forth the heaven of Thy Revelation and adorned the pages
of the book of Thy testimony.

And when the Pledge was fulfilled and the Promised One appeared, He was
rejected by such of Thy servants as profess to have believed in Him in Whom Thy
Godhead was manifested, Whom Thou didst ordain to be the Herald of this
Revelation, and through Whose advent the eyes of the inmates of the sanctuary of

Thy unity were cheered.

[ know, O my Lord, neither their reasoning with which they have acknowledged
Thee and belicved in Thy signs, nor their argument whereby they have repudiated
Thy sovereignty. Every time 1 call them to Thee and say: “O people! Consider the
utterances of the Lord your God which are in your possession and those that have
been sent down from the heaven of His will and power,” they cavil at Thee, and twrn
their backs to Thee, though—as Thou art aware—each of the words that have gone

out of the mouth of Thy will sheddeth the fragrance of the breaths of Thy mercy.

Some have chosen to cleave to him who is counted unworthy to converse with any
of Thy servants that watch at Thy door (Murza Yahya), how much more to enter into
the court in which the Tongue of Thy majesty speaketh. Cleanse Thou their hearts
and their eyes, O my Lord, that they may see with their eyes and understand with
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their hearts, that haply they may be attracted by Thine utterances to the Day-Spring
of Thine inspiration, and draw nigh unto the soft-flowing stream of Thy knowledge.

Thou art He, O my Lord, Who hath, in every line of Thy Book, entered into
covenant with them for me, and made it so sure that none of Thy creatures can any
longer evade it. Thou didst say—and Thy word is the truth: “One single letter from
Him excelleth all that hath been sent down in the Bayan.”

Thou dost consider, therefore, O my God, how they have transgressed against
Thy Cause, and beholdest what their hands have wrought in Thy days. They have so
gricvously wronged me that the Lote-Tree of Thy Revelation moaneth, and the
inmates of the Tabernacle of Thy majesty and the dwellers of the cities of Thy names
lament. I know not, O my God, for what reason they have risen up to oppress me,
and by what proof they have turned aside from Him Who is the Day Spring of Thy
signs. [ beseech Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of all names and the Creator of the
heavens, to aid them to act equitably in Thy Cause, that haply they may discover the
sweet smell of the robe of Thy mercy, and set their faces towards the horizon that
shineth with the brightness of the light of Thy face. Weak are they, O my Lord, and
Thou art the Lord of strength and power. They are but paupers, and Thou art the
All-Possessing, the Most Generous.

Thou art well aware, O my God, that throughout my life I have sought no
advantage for myself. I have offered up my spiric and my whole being for the
exaltation of Thy word amidst Thy creatures and the glorification of Thy name
among Thy servants. Thou didst send me with such a Testimony that they Who are
the Exponents of Thy Revelation and the Day Springs of Thine inspiration were
stirred up with vehement longing. Through it, Thy proof was established, and Thy
bounty fulfilled, and Thy Cause perfected, and Thine utterances released, and Thy

clear tokens uncovered.

Thou knowest, O my God, that I have wished only what Thou hast wished, and
desire what Thou dost desire. Were I to speak forth before Thy servants the things
wherewith Thou didst, through Thy bounty, inspire me and which Thou didst
command me to utter amidst Thy creatures, the oppressors among Thy people would
cavil at me. And were I to hold my peace and cease to celebrate the wonders of Thy
praise, all the limbs of my body would be stirred up to extol Thee. I know not what
the water is with which Thou didst create me, or what the fire Thou didst kindle
within me. I swear by Thy glory! T shall not cease to mention Thee, though all that
are in Thy heaven and on Thy earth rise up against me. Thee will I magnify, in all
circumstances, with a heart wholly rid of all atcachment to the world and all that is

therein.
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Praised be Thou, the Well-Beloved of the hearts of all such as have recognized
Thee.

THY STRAIGHT PATH

[ beseech Thee, O God of bounty and King of all created things to guard Thy servants
from the imaginations which their hearts may devise. Raise them up, then, to such
heights that their footsteps may slip not in the face of the evidences of Thy handiwork
which the manifold exigencies of Thy wisdom have ordained, and whose secrets Thou
hast hid from the face of Thy people and Thy creatures. Wichhold them not, O my
Lord, from the ocean of Thy knowledge, neither do Thou deprive them of what Thou
didst destine for such of Thy chosen ones as have near access to Thee and those of Thy
trusted ones as are wholly devoted to Thy Self. Supply them, then, from Thy sea of
certainty with what will calm the agitation of their hearts. Turn, O Lord my God,
the darkness of their fancies into the brightness of certitude, and cause them to arise,
and to walk steadfastly in Thy straight Path, that haply Thy Book may not hinder
them from recognizing Him Who is its Revealer, and Thy names from acknowledging
the One Who is their Creator, and their Provider, and their Origin, and their King,
and their Begetter, and their Destroyer, and their Glorifier, and their Abaser, and

their Governor, and the Sovereign Protector of their Bearers.

THOU HAST SENT DOWN THY BOOK

Thou art the One, O my God and my Ruler, Who hast sent down Thy Book that
Thou mayest manifest my Cause, and glorify my Word. Through it Thou didst enter
into a Covenant, concerning me, with all that hath been created in Thy realm. Thou
seest, O Beloved of the world, how the rebellious among Thy creatures have made of
that Covenant a bulwark for themselves, and through it have withdrawn from Thy

Beauty, and repudiated Thy signs.

Thou art He, O my God, Who hath commanded them in Thy great Book, and
said: “Fear ye the Most Merciful, O people of the Bayan, and deny not Him for
Whom I have ordained the Bayan to be one of the leaves of His Paradise. I, verily,
esteem it as a gift from me unto Him. Were it His pleasure to accept it, He, truly, is
the Most Bountiful; and if He cast it away and refuse to consider it, His verdict is

just, and He, in very truth, is Praiseworthy in His acts, and meet to be obeyed in His
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behests. To none is given the right to cavil at Him.”

THE TABLET OF VISITATION

The praise which hath dawned from Thy most august Self, and the glory which hath
shone forth from Thy most effulgent Beauty, rest upon Thee, O Thou Who art the
Manifestation of Grandeur, and the King of Eternity, and the Lord of all who are in
heaven and on earth! T testify that through Thee the sovereignty of God and His
dominion, and the majesty of God and His grandeur, were revealed, and the Day
Stars of ancient splendor have shed their radiance in the heaven of Thine irrevocable
decree, and the Beauty of the Unseen hath shone forth above the horizon of creation.
[ testify, moreover, that with but a movement of Thy Pen Thine injunction “Be Thou”
hath been enforced, and God’s hidden Secret hath been divulged, and all created

things have been called into being. and all the Revelations have been sent down.

[ bear witness, moreover, that through Thy beauty the beauty of the Adored One
hath been unveiled, and through Thy face the face of the Desired One hath shone
forth, and that through a word from Thee Thou hast decided between all created
things, causing them who are devoted to Thee to ascend unto the summit of glory,

and the infidels to fall into the lowest abyss.

[ bear witness that he who hath known Thee hath known God, and he who hath
attained unto Thy presence hath attained unto the presence of God. Greart, therefore,
is the blessedness of him who hath believed in Thee, and in Thy signs, and hath
humbled himself before Thy sovereignty, and hath been honored with meeting Thee,
and hath attained the good pleasure of Thy will, and circled around Thee, and stood
before Thy throne. Woe betide him that hath transgressed against Thee, and hath
denied Thee, and repudiated Thy signs, and gainsaid Thy sovereigney, and risen up
against Thee, and waxed proud before Thy face, and hath disputed Thy testimonies,
and fled from Thy rule and Thy dominion, and been numbered with the infidels
whose names have been inscribed by the fingers of Thy behest upon Thy holy Tablets.

Waft, then, unto me, O my God and my Beloved, from the right hand of Thy
mercy and Thy loving-kindness, the holy breaths of Thy favors, that they may draw
me away from myself and from the world unto the courts of Thy nearness and Thy
presence. Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. Thou, truly, hast been supreme

over all things.

The remembrance of God and His praise, and the glory of God and His splendor,

rest upon Thee, O Thou who art His Beauty! I bear witness that the eye of creation

10



Baha'i World Faith :: Chapter 2

hath never gazed upon one wronged like Thee. Thou wast immersed all the days of
Thy life beneath an ocean of tribulations. At one time Thou wast in chains and
fetters; at another Thou wast threatened by the sword of Thine enemies. Yert, despite
all this, Thou didst enjoin upon all men to observe what had been prescribed unto
Thee by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

May my spirit be a sacrifice to the wrongs Thou didst suffer, and my soul be a
ransom for the adversities Thou didst sustain. I beseech God, by Thee and by them
whose faces have been illuminated with the splendors of the light of Thy countenance,
and who, for love of Thee, have observed all whereunto they were bidden, to remove
the veils that have come in between Thee and Thy creatures, and to supply me with
the good of this world and the world to come. Thou art, in truth, the Almighty, the
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Compassionate.

Bless Thou, O Lord my God, the Divine Lote-Tree and its leaves, and its boughs,
and its branches, and its stems, and its offshoots, as long as Thy most excellent titles
will endure and Thy most august attributes will last. Protect it, then, from the
mischief of the aggressor and the hosts of tyranny. Thou art, in truth, the Almighty,
the Most Powerful. Bless Thou, also, O Lord my God, Thy servants and Thy
handmaidens who have attained unto Thee. Thou, truly, art the All-Bountiful,
Whose grace is infinite. No God is there save Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most

Generous.

HE CALLETH THE NATIONS

Praised be Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by them who have circled round the
throne of Thy will, and soared in the atmosphere of Thy good-pleasure, and tuwrned
with all thetr affections towards the Horizon of Thy Revelation and the Day Spring
of Thine inspiration, and the Dawning-Place of Thy names, to aid Thy servants to
observe what Thou hast commanded them in Thy days—commandments through
which the sacredness of Thy Cause will be demonstrated unto Thy servants and the

affairs of Thy creatures and of Thy realm will be set arigh.

[ testify, O my God, that this is the Day whereon Thy testimony hath been
fulfilled, and Thy clear tokens have been manifested, and Thine utterances have been
revealed, and Thy signs have been demonstrated, and the radiance of Thy
countenance hath been diffused, and Thy proof hath been perfected, and Thine
ascendancy hath been established, and Thy mercy hath overflowed, and the Day Star
of Thy grace hath shone forth with such brilliance that Thou didst manifest Him
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Who is the Revealer of Thyself and the Treasury of Thy wisdom and the Dawning-
Place of Thy majesty and power. Thou didst establish His covenant with every one
who hath been created in the kingdoms of earth and heaven and in the realms of
revelation and of creation. Thou didst raise Him up to such heights that the wrongs
inflicted by the oppressors have been powerless to deter Him from revealing Thy
sovereignty, and the ascendancy of the wayward hath failed to prevent Him from

demonstrating Thy power and from exalting Thy Cause.

So highly didst Thou exalt Him that He openly delivered unto the kings Thy
messages and commandments, and hath never for one moment sought His own
protection, but striven to protect Thy servants from whatever might withhold them
from approaching the kingdom of Thy nearness, and from setting their faces towards

the horizon of Thy good-pleasure.

Thou seest, O my God, how, notwithstanding the swords that are drawn against
Him, He calleth the nations unto Thee, and though Himself a prisoner summoneth
them to turn in the direction of Thy gifts and bounties. With every fresh tribulation
He manifested a fuller measure of Thy Cause, and exalted more highly Thy word.

[ testify that through Him the Pen of the Most High was set in motion, and with
His remembrance the Scriptures in the kingdom of names were embellished. Through
Him Thy fragrances were wafted, and the sweet smell of Thy raiment was shed
abroad amongst all the dwellers of the earth and the inmates of heaven. Thou seest
and knowest full well, O my God, how He hath been made to dwell within the most
desolate of cities, so that He may build up the hearts of Thy servants, and hath been

willing to suffer the most grievous abasement, that Thy creatures may be exalted.

I pray Thee, O Thou Who causest the dawn to appear, by Thy Name through
Which Thou hast subjected the winds, and sent down Thy Tablets, that Thou wilt
grant that we may draw near unto what Thou didst destine for us by Thy favor and
bounty, and to be far removed from whatsoever may be repugnant unto Thee. Give
us, then, to drink from the hands of Thy grace every day and every moment of our
lives of the waters that are life indeed, O Thou Who art the Most Merciful! Make us,
then, to be of them who helped Thee when fallen into the hands of those Thine
enemies who are numbered with the rebellious among Thy creatures and the wicked
amidst Thy people. Write down, then, for us the recompense ordained for him that
hath attained Thy presence, and gazed on Thy beauty, and supply us with every good
thing ordained in Thy Book for such of Thy creatures as enjoy near access to Thee.

Brighten our hearts, O my Lord, with the splendor of Thy knowledge, and
illumine our sight with the light of such eyes as are fixed upon the horizon of Thy
grace and the Day Spring of Thy glory. Preserve us, then, by Thy Most Great Name,
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Which Thou didst cause to overshadow such nations as lay claim to what Thou hast
forbidden in Thy Book. This, verily, is what Thou didst announce unto us in Thy
Seriptures and Thy Tablets.

Cause us, then, to be so steadfast in our love towards Thee that we will turn to
none except Thee, and will be reckoned amongst them that are brought nigh to Thee,
and acknowledge Thee as One Who 1is exalted above every comparison and is holy
beyond all likeness, and will lift up our voices amongst Thy servants and cry aloud
that He is the one God, the Incomparable, the Ever-Abiding, the Most Powerful, the
All-Glorious, the All-Wise.

Strengthen Thou, O my Lord, the hearts of them that love Thee, that they may
not be affrighted by the hosts of the infidels that are turned back from Thee, but may
follow Thee in whatsoever hath been vevealed by Thee. Aid them, moreover, to
remember and to praise Thee, and to teach Thy Cause with eloquence and wisdom.
Thou art He Who hath called Himself the Most Merciful. Ordain, then, O my God,
for me and for whosoever hath sought Thee what beseemeth the excellence of Thy
glory and the greatness of Thy majesty. No God is there but Thee, the Ever-
Forgiving, the Most Compassionate.

DARKNESS HATH FALLEN

Lauded be Thy name, O Lord my God! Darkness hath fallen upon every land, and
the forces of mischief have encompassed all the nations. Through them, however, 1
perceive the splendors of Thy wisdom, and discern the brightness of the light of Thy

providence.

They that are shut out as by a veil from Thee have imagined that they have the
power to put out Thy light, and to quench Thy fire, and to still the winds of Thy
grace. Nay, and to this Thy might beareth me witness! Had not every tribulation
been made the bearer of Thy wisdom, and every ordeal the vehicle of Thy providence,
no one would have dared oppose us, though the powers of earth and heaven were to
be leagued against us. Were T to unravel the wondrous mysteries of Thy wisdom

which are laid bare before me, the reins of Thine enemies would be cleft asunder.

Glorified be Thou, then, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Most Great Name to
assemble them that love Thee around the Law that streameth from the good-pleasure

of Thy will, and to send down upon them what will assure their hearts.

Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. Thou art, verily the Help in Peril, the
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Self-Subsisting.

THE ETERNITY OF THY MAJESTY

How marvelous, then, are the manifold tokens of Thy might and how great are the
diverse evidences of Thy power! The learned have, without exception, admitted their
ignorance when confronted with the radiance of the Luminary of Thy knowledge;
and the mighty have all confessed their impotence in the face of the billowing Ocean
of Thy power; and the rich have one and all acknowledged their poverty before the
effusions of the Treasuries of Thy wealth; and the worldly wise have each recognized
their nothingness beside the splendors of the Light of Thy beauty; and the exalted
have all witnessed unto their abasement when face to face with the effulgence of the
Day Star of Thy glory; and they who are in authority have borne witness to their
own evanescence and to the evanescence of others, and discovered the eternity of Thy

majesty, and of Thy sovereignty, and of Thy sublimity, and of Thy power.

THIS DIVINE LAW

Praised be Thou, O Lord my God! I implore Thee by Them Who are the Tabernacles
of Thy Divine holiness, Who are the Manifestations of Thy transcendent unity and
the Day Springs of Thine inspiration and revelation, to grant that Thy servants may
not be kept back from this Divine Law which, at Thy will and according to Thy
pleasure, hath branched out from Thy most great Ocean. Do Thou, then, ordain for
them that which Thou didst ordain for Thy chosen ones and for the righteous among
Thy creatures, whose constancy in Thy Cause the tempests of trials have failed to
shake, and whom the tumults of tests have been powerless to hinder from magnifying
Thy most exalted Word—the Word through Which the heavens of men’s idle fancies
and vain imaginations have been splic asunder. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the
All-Glorious, the All-Knowing.

Enable, then, Thy servants, O my God, to recognize the Day Star that hath shone
forth above the horizon of Thine irrevocable decree and purpose, and suffer them not
to be deprived of the Paradise which Thou, by Thy name, the All-Glorious, hast
called into being in the heavens of Thine exalt