
Blessed is he who in the prime of his youth
and the heyday of his life will arise to serve
the Cause of the Lord of the beginning and
of  the  end,  and adorn his  heart  with  His
love.  The manifestation of  such a grace   is
greater than the creation of the heavens and
of the earth. Blessed are the steadfast and
well is it with those who are firm.

Bahá'u'lláh

...Bahá'u'lláh considered education as one of
the   most   fundamental   factors   of   a   true
civilization.   This   education,   however,   in
order to be adequate and fruitful, should be
comprehensive   in   nature   and   should   take
into consideration not only the physical and
the   intellectual   side   of   man   but   also   his
spiritual and ethical aspects.

Shoghi Effendi

This Cause, although it embraces with equal
esteem   people   of   all   ages,   has   a   special
message and mission for the youth of your
generation.   It   is   their   charter   for   their
future, their hope, their guarantee of better
days to come.

Shoghi Effendi

The   present   condition   of   the   world—its
economic   instability,   social   dissensions,
political   dissatisfaction   and   international
distrust—should   awaken   the   youth   from
their  slumber and make them enquire what
the future is going to bring. It is surely they
who will suffer most if some calamity sweep
over  the world.  They should therefore  open
their   eyes   to   the   existing   conditions,   study
the evil forces that are at play and then with
a concerted effort arise and bring about the
necessary   reforms—reforms   that   shall
contain   within   their   scope   the   spiritual   as
well as social and political phases of human
life.

Shoghi Effendi

... He quite agrees ... that the dangers facing
the modern youth are becoming increasingly
grave, and call for immediate solution. But,
as   experience   clearly   shows,   the   remedy   to
this truly sad and perplexing situation is not
to be found in traditional and ecclesiastical
religion.   The   dogmatism   of   the   church   has
been discarded once for all. What can control
youth  and   save   it   from  the  pitfalls   of   the
crass materialism of the age is the power of a

genuine, constructive and living Faith such
as   the   one   revealed   to   the   world   by
Bahá'u'lláh. Religion, as in the past is  still
the world's sole hope, but not that form of
religion which our ecclesiastical leaders strive
vainly to preach. Divorced from true religion,
morals   lose   their   effectiveness  and cease   to
guide and control man's individual and social
life. But when true religion is combined with
true   ethics,   then   moral   progress   becomes   a
possibility and not a mere ideal.

The need of our modern youth is for such a
type of ethics founded on pure religious faith.
Not until these two are rightly combined and
brought   into   full   action   can   there   be   any
hope for the future of the race.

On behalf of Shoghi Effendi

A   very   great   responsibility   for   the   future
peace and wellbeing of the world is borne by
the youth of today.

Universal House of Justice

The Bahá'í youth should study the teachings
on chastity and, with these in mind, should
avoid   any   behaviour   which   would   arouse
passions which would tempt them to violate
them. In deciding what acts are permissible



to them in the light of these considerations
the   youth  must  use   their   own   judgement,
following the guidance of their consciences
and the advice of their parents.

"If   Bahá'í   youth   combine   such   personal
purity   with   an   attitude   of   uncensorious
forbearance   towards  others   they  will   find
that those who may have criticized or even
mocked them will come, in time, to respect
them. They will, moreover, be laying a firm
foundation for future married happiness.

Universal House of Justice

As   to   chastity,   this   is   one   of   the   most
challenging   concepts   to   get   across   in   this
very permissive age, but Bahá'ís must make
the   utmost   effort   to   uphold   Bahá'í
standards, no matter how difficult they may
seem   at   first.   Such   efforts   will   be   made
easier if the youth will understand that the
laws and standards of the Faith are meant
to free them from untold spiritual and moral
difficulties  in the same way that a proper
appreciation of the laws of nature enables
one to live in harmony with the forces of the
planet.

Universal House of Justice
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