O SON OF SPIRIT!
My first counsel is this: Possess a pure,
kindly and radiant heart, that thine may be
a sovereignty ancient, imperishable and
everlasting.
Bahá'u'lláh

O SON OF BEING!
Thy heart is My home; sanctify it for My
descent. Thy spirit is My place of revelation;
cleanse it for My manifestation.
Bahá'u'lláh

O FRIEND!
In the garden of thy heart plant naught but
the rose of love, and from the nightingale of
affection and desire loosen not thy hold.
Treasure the companionship of the righteous
and eschew all fellowship with the ungodly.
Bahá'u'lláh

withered bloom. For like seeketh like, and
taketh pleasure in the company of its kind.
Bahá'u'lláh

O SON OF DUST!
All that is in heaven and earth I have
ordained for thee, except the human heart,
which I have made the habitation of My
beauty and glory; yet thou didst give My
home and dwelling to another than Me; and
whenever the manifestation of My holiness
sought His own abode, a stranger found He
there, and, homeless, hastened unto the
sanctuary of the Beloved. Notwithstanding I
have concealed thy secret and desired not thy
shame.
Bahá'u'lláh

O MY SERVANT!
Purge thy heart from malice and, innocent of
envy, enter the divine court of holiness.
Bahá'u'lláh

O SON OF DESIRE!
Give ear unto this: Never shall mortal eye
recognize the everlasting Beauty, nor the
lifeless heart delight in aught but in the

Incline your hearts, O people of God, unto
the counsels of your true, your incomparable
Friend. The Word of God may be likened
unto a sapling, whose roots have been

implanted in the hearts of men. It is
incumbent upon you to foster its growth
through the living waters of wisdom, of
sanctified and holy words, so that its root
may become firmly fixed and its branches
may spread out as high as the heavens and
beyond.
Bahá'u'lláh

Say: He is not to be numbered with the
people of Bahá who followeth his mundane
desires, or fixeth his heart on things of the
earth. He is My true follower who, if he
come to a valley of pure gold, will pass
straight through it aloof as a cloud, and will
neither turn back, nor pause. Such a man is,
assuredly, of Me. From his garment the
Concourse on high can inhale the fragrance of
sanctity.... And if he met the fairest and most
comely of women, he would not feel his heart
seduced by the least shadow of desire for her
beauty. Such an one, indeed, is the creation
of spotless chastity. Thus instructeth you the
Pen of the Ancient of Days, as bidden by
your Lord, the Almighty, the AllBountiful.
Bahá'u'lláh

That the heart is the throne, in which the
Revelation of God the AllMerciful is
centered, is attested by the holy utterances
which We have formerly revealed.
Among them is this saying: "Earth and
heaven cannot contain Me; what can alone
contain Me is the heart of him that
believeth in Me, and is faithful to My
Cause." How often hath the human heart,
which is the recipient of the light of God
and the seat of the revelation of the
AllMerciful, erred from Him Who is the
Source of that light and the Well Spring of
that revelation. It is the waywardness of
the heart that removeth it far from God,
and condemneth it to remoteness from Him.
Those hearts, however, that are aware of
His Presence, are close to Him, and are to be
regarded as having drawn nigh unto His
throne.
Bahá'u'lláh

Strive then with heart and soul to
distinguish yourselves by your deeds.
Bahá'u'lláh
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