
Likewise, ere the beauty of Muhammad was
unveiled,   the   signs   of   the   visible   heaven
were made manifest. As to the signs of the
invisible   heaven,   there   appeared   four   men
who successively announced unto the people
the joyful tidings of the rise of that divine
Luminary.   Ruz­bih,   later   named   Salman,
was honoured by being in their service. As
the   end   of   one   of   these   approached,   he
would send Ruz­bih  unto the  other,  until
the fourth who, feeling his death to be nigh,
addressed   Ruz­bih   saying:   "O   Ruz­bih!
when   thou   hast   taken   up   my   body   and
buried it, go to Hijaz for there the Day­star
of Muhammad will arise. Happy art thou,
for thou shalt behold His face!"
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For   instance,   the   Qur'án   was   an
impregnable  stronghold unto the people  of
Muhammad.   In   His   days,   whosoever
entered   therein,   was   shielded   from   the
devilish   assaults,   the   menacing   darts,   the
soul­devouring   doubts,   and   blasphemous
whisperings  of   the  enemy.  Upon him was
also bestowed a portion of the everlasting

and   goodly   fruits—the   fruits   of   wisdom,
from the divine Tree. To him was given to
drink the incorruptible waters of the river of
knowledge,   and   to   taste   the   wine   of   the
mysteries of divine Unity.
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Every discerning observer will recognize that
in the Dispensation of the Qur'án both the
Book and the Cause of Jesus were confirmed.
As   to   the   matter   of   names,   Muhammad,
Himself,   declared:   “I   am   Jesus.”   He
recognized the truth of the signs, prophecies,
and words of Jesus, and testified that they
were  all  of  God.  In   this   sense,  neither   the
person   of   Jesus   nor   His   writings   hath
differed from that of Muhammad and of His
holy   Book,   inasmuch   as   both   have
championed  the  Cause  of  God,  uttered  His
praise,   and   revealed   His   commandments.
Thus it is that Jesus, Himself, declared: “I go
away  and  come  again  unto  you.”  Consider
the sun. Were it to say now, “I am the sun of
yesterday,”   it   would   speak   the   truth.   And
should   it,   bearing   the   sequence   of   time   in
mind, claim to be other than that sun, it still

would speak the truth. In like manner, if it
be said that all the days are but one and the
same, it is correct and true. And if it be said,
with   respect   to   their  particular  names  and
designations, that they differ, that again is
true. For though they are the same, yet one
doth   recognize   in   each   a   separate
designation, a specific attribute, a particular
character.   Conceive   accordingly   the
distinction,   variation,   and   unity
characteristic of the various Manifestations
of holiness, that thou mayest comprehend the
allusions made by the Creator  of  all  names
and attributes to the mysteries of distinction
and unity,  and discover   the  answer   to   thy
question as to why that everlasting Beauty
should have, at sundry times, called Himself
by different names and titles....
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They that valiantly labor in quest of God,
will, when once they have renounced all else
but Him, be so attached and wedded unto
that City, that a moment's separation from
it would to them be unthinkable. They will
hearken   unto   infallible   proofs   from   the



Hyacinth of that assembly, and will receive
the surest testimonies from the beauty of its
Rose,   and   the   melody   of   its   Nightingale.
Once in about a thousand years shall  this
City be renewed and readorned....

That City is none other than the Word of
God revealed in every age and dispensation.
In the days of Moses it was the Pentateuch;
in the days of Jesus, the Gospel; in the days
of Muhammad, the Messenger of God, the
Qur'án; in this day, the Bayan; and in the
Dispensation of Him Whom God will make
manifest,  His  own Book—the  Book  unto
which   all   the   Books   of   former
Dispensations  must  needs  be   referred,   the
Book   that   standeth   amongst   them   all
transcendent and supreme.
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In   like   manner,   when   Muhammad,   the
Prophet of God—may all men be a sacrifice
unto   Him—appeared,   the   learned   men   of
Mecca and Medina arose, in the early days
of His Revelation, against Him and rejected
His Message, while they who were destitute
of all learning recognized and embraced His
Faith.
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