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I. CRISIS
The world is in travail and its agitation waxeth day by day. Its face is turned toward waywardness and
unbelief. Such shall be its plight that to disclose it now would not be meet and seemly. Its perversity will
long continue. And when the appointed hour is come, there shall suddenly appear that which shall cause
the limbs of mankind to quake. Then, and only then, will the Divine Standard be unfurled, and the
Nightingale of Paradise warble its melody.
(Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, LXI, pp. 118-119)

The greater the decline of religion, the more grievous the waywardness of the ungodly. This cannot but
lead in the end to chaos and confusion.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 64; Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, p. 28)

Should the lamp of religion be obscured, chaos and confusion will ensue, and the lights of fairness and
justice, of tranquillity and peace cease to shine.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 125)

The winds of despair are, alas, blowing from every direction, and the strife that divideth and afflicteth
the human race is daily increasing. The signs of impending convulsions and chaos can now be discerned,
inasmuch as the prevailing order appeareth to be lamentably defective.
(Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 216)

...Every system, short of the unification of the human race, has been tried, repeatedly tried, and been
found wanting. Wars again and again have been fought, and conferences without number have met and
deliberated. Treaties, pacts and covenants have been painstakingly negotiated, concluded and revised.
Systems of government have been patiently tested, have been continually recast and superseded.
Economic plans of reconstruction have been carefully devised, and meticulously executed. And yet crisis
has succeeded crisis, and the rapidity with which a perilously unstable world is declining has been
correspondingly accelerated. A yawning gulf threatens to involve in one common disaster both the
satisfied and dissatisfied nations, democracies and dictatorships, capitalists and wage-earners, Europeans
and Asiatics, Jew and Gentile, white and coloured. An angry Providence, the cynic might well observe,
has abandoned a hapless planet to its fate, and fixed irrevocably its doom. Sore-tried and disillusioned,
humanity has no doubt lost its orientation, and would seem to have lost as well its faith and hope. It is
hovering, unshepherded and visionless, on the brink of disaster. A sense of fatality seems to pervade it.
An ever-deepening gloom is settling on its fortunes as she recedes further and further from the outer
fringes of the darkest zone of its agitated life and penetrates its very heart.
(The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 190)

The recrudescence of religious intolerance, of racial animosity, and of patriotic arrogance; the increasing
evidences of selfishness, of suspicion, of fear and of fraud; the spread of terrorism, of lawlessness, of
drunkenness and of crime; the unquenchable thirst for, and the feverish pursuit after, earthly vanities,
riches and pleasures; the weakening of family solidarity; the laxity in parental control; the lapse into
luxurious indulgence; the irresponsible attitude towards marriage and the consequent rising tide of
divorce; the degeneracy of art and music, the infection of literature, and the corruption of the press; the
extension of the influence and activities of those “prophets of decadence” who advocate companionate
marriage, who preach the philosophy of nudism, who call modesty an intellectual fiction, who refuse to
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regard the procreation of children as the sacred and primary purpose of marriage, who denounce religion
as an opiate of the people, who would, if given free rein, lead back the human race to barbarism, chaos,
and ultimate extinction—these appear as the outstanding characteristics of a decadent society, a society
that must either be reborn or perish.
(The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, pp. 187-188)

...Both within and without the Cause of God, powerful forces are operating to bring to a climax the twin
tendencies of this portentous century. Among the many evidences which reveal this process may be
cited, on the one hand, the continual increase of lawlessness, terrorism, economic confusion, immorality
and the growing danger from the proliferation of weapons of destruction, and on the other, the worldwide, divinely propelled expansion, consolidation and rapid emergence into the limelight of world
affairs of the Cause itself, a process crowned by the wonderful efflorescence of Mount Carmel, the
mountain of God, whose Divine springtime is now so magnificently burgeoning.
(From a message of the Universal House of Justice to the Bahá'ís of the world, Ridván 1983)

A day shall be witnessed by My people whereon there will have remained of Islam naught but a name,
and of the Qur'án naught but a mere appearance. The doctors of that age shall be the most evil the world
hath ever seen. Mischief hath proceeded from them, and on them will it recoil.
(The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 179)

...the Pen of the Centre of the Covenant has repeatedly prophesied the intolerable calamities which must
beset this wayward humanity ere it heeds the life-giving Teachings of Bahá'u'lláh.
'Chaos and confusion are daily increasing in the world. They will attain such intensity as to
render the frame of mankind unable to bear them. Then will men be awakened and become
aware that religion is the impregnable stronghold and the manifest light of the world, and its
laws, exhortations and teachings the source of life on earth.'
(From a letter written on behalf of the Universal House of Justice to the Iranian believers resident in various countries throughout
the world, February 10, 1980; cited in Lights of Guidance, #424)

The apparatus of conflict will, as preparations go on at their present rate, reach the point where war will
become something intolerable to mankind.
(The Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 67)

II. PURPOSE OF CRISES
O SON OF MAN! My calamity is My providence, outwardly it is fire and vengeance, but inwardly it is
light and mercy. Hasten thereunto that thou mayest become an eternal light and an immortal spirit. This
is My command unto thee, do thou observe it.
(The Hidden Words of Bahá'u'lláh, #51 from the Persian)

...That the forces of a world catastrophe can alone precipitate such a new phase of human thought is,
alas, becoming increasingly apparent. That nothing short of the fire of a severe ordeal, unparalleled in its
intensity, can fuse and weld the discordant entities that constitute the elements of present-day
civilization, into the integral components of the world commonwealth of the future, is a truth which
future events will increasingly demonstrate.
...Nothing but a fiery ordeal, out of which humanity will emerge, chastened and prepared, can succeed in
implanting that sense of responsibility which the leaders of a newborn age must arise to shoulder.
(The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 46)

Shoghi Effendi has never stated how far-reaching the effects of a future war will be, or what other
catastrophes may accompany it or follow it. From our teachings we know humanity can and must be
welded into some form of political unity - such as a World Federal State - through suffering as it seems
only intense suffering is capable of rousing men to the spiritual efforts required. It seems clear to any
thinking person that war will be the main cause of this degree of suffering.
(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, September 5, 1954; cited in Lights of Guidance, #434)

...You seem to complain about the calamities that have befallen humanity. In the spiritual development
of man a stage of purgation is indispensable, for it is while passing through it that the over-rated material
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needs are made to appear in their proper light. Unless society learns to attribute more importance to
spiritual matters, it would never be fit to enter the golden era foretold by Bahá'u'lláh. The present
calamities are parts of this process of purgation, through them alone will man learn his lesson. They are
to teach the nations, that they have to view things internationally, they are to make the individual
attribute more importance to his moral than his material welfare.
In such a process of purgation, when all humanity is in the throes of dire suffering, the Bahá'ís should
not hope to remain unaffected. Should we consider the beam that is in our own eye, we would
immediately find that these sufferings are also meant for ourselves, who claimed to have attained. Such
world crisis is necessary to awaken us to the importance of our duty and the carrying on of our task.
Suffering will increase our energy in setting before humanity the road to salvation, it will move us from
our repose for we are far from doing our best in teaching the Cause and conveying the Message with
which we have been entrusted....
(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer in reply to a letter dated October 14, 1931: Bahá'í
News, No. 58, January 1932, p. 1; cited in Lights of Guidance, #447)

“In every Dispensation,” writes `Abdu'l-Bahá, “the light of Divine Guidance has been focussed upon
one central theme.... In this wondrous Revelation, this glorious century, the foundation of the Faith of
God and the distinguishing feature of His Law is the consciousness of the Oneness of Mankind.”
(The World Order of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 36)

III. BAHÁ'Í RESPONSE TO CRISES
And yet, how often we seem to forget the clear and repeated warnings of our beloved Master, who in
particular during the concluding years of His mission on earth, laid stress on the severe mental tests that
would inevitably sweep over His loved ones of the West ... tests that would purge, purify and prepare
them for their noble mission in life.
Ours then is the duty and privilege to labour, by day, by night, amidst the storm and stress of these
troublous days, that we may quicken the zeal of our fellow-man, rekindle their hopes, stimulate their
interests, open their eyes to the true Faith of God and enlist their active support in the carrying out of our
common task for the peace and regeneration of the world.
(From a letter written by Shoghi Effendi to the believers in Australia and New Zealand, December 2, 1923: Letters from the
Guardian to Australia and New Zealand, 1923-1957, pp. 1-2; cited in Lights of Guidance, #450)

There is so much suffering, such a great and desperate need for a true remedy and the Bahá'ís should
realize their sacred obligation is to deliver the Message to their fellowmen at once, and on as large a
scale as possible. If they fail to do so, they are really partly responsible for prolonging the agony of
humanity.
(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, December 18, 1943; cited in Lights of Guidance, #425)

No doubt to the degree we Bahá'ís the world over - strive to spread the Cause and live up to its
teachings, there will be some mitigation to the suffering of the peoples of the world.
(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, January 8, 1949; cited in Lights of Guidance, #431)

...However much pity and sympathy we may have for humanity, we nevertheless realize that people
today are suffering for their own sins of omission and commission. We must help them to see this and to
turn their thoughts and acts into the channels divinely prescribed by Bahá'u'lláh.
(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, July 14, 1943; cited in Lights of Guidance, #432)

We have no indication of exactly what nature the apocalyptic upheaval will be: it might be another
war ... but as students of our Bahá'í writings it is clear that the longer the 'Divine Physician' (i.e.,
Bahá'u'lláh) is withheld from healing the ills of the world, the more severe will be the crises, and the
more terrible the sufferings of the patient.
(From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer, November 21, 1949; cited in Lights of Guidance, #439)

As humanity plunges deeper into that condition of which Bahá'u'lláh wrote, 'to disclose it now would not
be meet and seemly', so must the believers increasingly stand out as assured, oriented, and
fundamentally happy beings, conforming to a standard which, in direct contrast to the ignoble and
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amoral attitudes of modern society, is the source of their honour, strength, and maturity. It is this marked
contrast between the vigour, unity, and discipline of the Bahá'í community on the one hand, and the
increasing confusion, despair, and feverish tempo of a doomed society on the other, which, during the
turbulent years ahead, will draw the eyes of humanity to the sanctuary of Bahá'u'lláh's world-redeeming
Faith.
(From a message of the Universal House of Justice to the Bahá'ís of the World, Ridván 1966: Wellspring of Guidance, pp. 79-80;
cited in Lights of Guidance, #441)

...The eyes of the people of the world are beginning to be focussed on us, and as humanity's plight goes
from bad to worse, we will be watched ever more intently by non-Bahá'ís, to see whether we do uphold
our own institutions wholeheartedly; whether we are the people of the new creation or not; whether we
live up to our beliefs, principles and laws in deed as well as word. We cannot be too careful. We cannot
be too exemplary.
(From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to the National Spiritual Assembly of the British Isles, August 5, 1955: Canadian
Bahá'í News, Special Section, March 1973, p. 6; cited in Lights of Guidance, #455)

The opportunities which the turmoil of the present age presents, with all the sorrows which it evokes, the
fears which it excites, the disillusionment which it produces, the perplexities which it creates, the
indignation which it arouses, the revolt which it provokes, the grievances it engenders, the spirit of
restless search which it awakens, must, in like manner, be exploited for the purpose of spreading far and
wide the knowledge of the redemptive power of the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh, and for enlisting fresh recruits
in the ever-swelling army of His followers. So precious an opportunity, so rare a conjunction of
favorable circumstances, may never again recur. Now is the time, the appointed time, for the American
believers, the vanguard of the hosts of the Most Great Name, to proclaim, through the agencies and
channels of a specially designed Administrative Order, their capacity and readiness to rescue a fallen and
sore-tried generation that has rebelled against its God and ignored His warnings, and to offer it that
complete security which only the strongholds of their Faith can provide.
(The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 48)

And as to the world's evil plight, we need but recall the writings and sayings of Bahá'u'lláh, who, more
than fifty years ago, declared in terms prophetic the prime cause of the ills and sufferings of mankind,
and set forth their true and divine remedy. “Should the Lamp of Religion be hidden,” He declares,
“Chaos and confusion will ensue.” How admirably fitting and applicable are these words to the present
state of mankind!
Ours is then the duty and privilege to labor, by day and by night, amidst the storm and stress of these
troublous days, that we may quicken the zeal of our fellow-men, rekindle their hopes, stimulate their
interest, open their eyes to the true Faith of God and enlist their active support in the carrying out of our
common task for the peace and regeneration of the world....
Let us pray to God that in these days of world-encircling gloom, when the dark forces of nature, of hate,
rebellion, anarchy and reaction are threatening the very stability of human society, when the most
precious fruits of civilization are undergoing severe and unparalleled tests, we may all realize, more
profoundly than ever, that though but a mere handful amidst the seething masses of the world, we are in
this day the chosen instruments of God's grace, that our mission is most urgent and vital to the fate of
humanity, and, fortified by these sentiments, arise to achieve God's holy purpose for mankind.
(Bahá'í Administration, pp. 50-52)

He has been told that some of the friends are disturbed over reports brought back by the pilgrims
concerning the dangers facing America in the future whenever another world conflagration breaks out.
He does not feel that the Bahá'ís should waste time dwelling on the dark side of things. Any intelligent
person can understand from the experiences of the last world war, and keeping abreast of what modern
science has developed in the way of weapons for any future war, that big cities all over the world are
going to be in tremendous danger. This is what the Guardian has said to the pilgrims.
Entirely aside from this, he has urged the Bahá'ís, for the sake of serving the Faith, to go out from these
centers of intense materialism, where life nowadays is so hurried and grinding and, dispersing to towns
and villages, carry the Message far and wide throughout the cities of the American Union. He strongly
believes that the field outside the big cities is more fertile, that the Bahá'ís in the end will be happier for
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having made this move, and that, in case of an outbreak of war, it stands to reason they will be safer, just
the way any other person living in the country, or away from the big industrial areas, is safer.
(From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, June 20, 1954: Bahá'í
News, No. 283, September 1954, p. 2; cited in Lights of Guidance, #448)

IV. LESSER PEACE
First: It is incumbent upon the ministers of the House of Justice to promote the Lesser Peace so that the
people of the earth may be relieved from the burden of exorbitant expenditures. This matter is
imperative and absolutely essential, inasmuch as hostilities and conflict lie at the root of affliction and
calamity.
(Bahá'u'lláh: Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh revealed after the Kitáb-i-Aqdas, p. 89)

[The construction of the Arc] will synchronize with two no less significant developments—the
establishment of the Lesser Peace and the evolution of Bahá'í national and local institutions....
(Messages to the Bahá'í World, p. 74)

To the general character, the implications and features of this world commonwealth, destined to emerge,
sooner or later, out of the carnage, agony, and havoc of this great world convulsion, I have already
referred in my previous communications. Suffice it to say that this consummation will, by its very
nature, be a gradual process, and must, as Bahá'u'lláh has Himself anticipated, lead at first to the
establishment of that Lesser Peace which the nations of the earth, as yet unconscious of His Revelation
and yet unwittingly enforcing the general principles which He has enunciated, will themselves establish.
(The Promised Day is Come, p. 123)

True civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost heart of the world whenever a certain number of
its distinguished and high-minded sovereigns—the shining exemplars of devotion and determination—
shall, for the good and happiness of all mankind, arise, with firm resolve and clear vision, to establish
the Cause of Universal Peace. They must make the Cause of Peace the object of general consultation,
and seek by every means in their power to establish a Union of the nations of the world. They must
conclude a binding treaty and establish a covenant, the provisions of which shall be sound, inviolable
and definite. They must proclaim it to all the world and obtain for it the sanction of all the human race.
This supreme and noble undertaking—the real source of the peace and well-being of all the world—
should be regarded as sacred by all that dwell on earth. All the forces of humanity must be mobilized to
ensure the stability and permanence of this Most Great Covenant. In this all-embracing Pact the limits
and frontiers of each and every nation should be clearly fixed, the principles underlying the relations of
governments towards one another definitely laid down, and all international agreements and obligations
ascertained. In like manner, the size of the armaments of every government should be strictly limited, for
if the preparations for war and the military forces of any nation should be allowed to increase, they will
arouse the suspicion of others. The fundamental principle underlying this solemn Pact should be so fixed
that if any government later violate any one of its provisions, all the governments on earth should arise
to reduce it to utter submission, nay the human race as a whole should resolve, with every power at its
disposal, to destroy that government. Should this greatest of all remedies be applied to the sick body of
the world, it will assuredly recover from its ills and will remain eternally safe and secure.
(The Secret of Divine Civilization, pp. 64-65)

The Supreme Tribunal is an aspect of a world Superstate; the exact nature of its relationship to that state
we cannot at present foresee. Supreme Tribunal is the correct translation; it will be a contributing factor
in establishing the Lesser Peace. There is no statement in the teachings indicating that the Lesser Peace
will definitely be established by 1957 or 1963.
(From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer, November 19, 1945: Bahá'í News, No. 210, August 1948,
p. 3; DG #184; cited in Lights of Guidance, #1074)

...the question of universal peace, about which Bahá'u'lláh says that the Supreme Tribunal must be
established: ...the Supreme Tribunal which Bahá'u'lláh has described will fulfil this sacred task with the
utmost might and power. And His plan is this: that the national assemblies of each country and nation—
that is to say parliaments—should elect two or three persons who are the choicest men of that nation,

The Destiny of America

and are well informed concerning international laws and the relations between governments and aware
of the essential needs of the world of humanity in this day. The number of these representatives should
be in proportion to the number of inhabitants of that country. The election of these souls who are chosen
by the national assembly, that is, the parliament, must be confirmed by the upper house, the congress and
the cabinet and also by the president or monarch so these persons may be the elected ones of all the
nation and the government. From among these people the members of the Supreme Tribunal will be
elected, and all mankind will thus have a share therein, for every one of these delegates is fully
representative of his nation. When the Supreme Tribunal gives a ruling on any international question,
either unanimously or by majority rule, there will no longer be any pretext for the plaintiff or ground of
objection for the defendant. In case any of the governments or nations, in the execution of the irrefutable
decision of the Supreme Tribunal, be negligent or dilatory, the rest of the nations will rise up against it,
because all the governments and nations of the world are the supporters of this Supreme Tribunal.
Consider what a firm foundation this is!...
(`Abdu'l-Bahá: Selections from the Writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá, pp. 306-307)

As to the Lesser Peace, Shoghi Effendi has explained that this will initially be a political unity arrived at
by decision of the governments of various nations; it will not be established by direct action of the
Bahá'í community. This does not mean, however, that the Bahá'ís are standing aside and waiting for the
Lesser Peace to come before they do something about the peace of mankind. Indeed, by promoting the
principles of the Faith, which are indispensable to the maintenance of peace, and by fashioning the
instruments of the Bahá'í Administrative Order, which we are told by the beloved Guardian is the pattern
for future society, the Bahá'ís are constantly engaged in laying the groundwork for a permanent peace,
the Most Great Peace being their ultimate goal.
(From a letter written on behalf of the Universal House of Justice, January 31, 1985: Ibid.; cited in Lights of Guidance, #1430)

V. DESTINY OF AMERICA
Bind ye the broken with the hands of justice, and crush the oppressor who flourisheth with the rod of the
commandments of your Lord, the Ordainer, the All-Wise.
(Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, p. 63; to the Rulers of America)

The great Republic of the West is inescapably swept into the swelling tide of the world tribulations,
presaging the assumption of a preponderating share in the establishment of the anticipated Lesser Peace.
(Messages to America, p. 55; 1942)

May the love of God be spread from this city, from this meeting to all the surrounding countries. Nay,
may America become the distributing center of spiritual enlightenment, and all the world receive this
heavenly blessing! For America has developed powers and capacities greater and more wonderful than
other nations.
(Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 19)

May this American democracy be the first nation to establish the foundation of international agreement.
May it be the first nation to proclaim the universality of mankind. May it be the first to upraise the
standard of the Most Great Peace, and through this nation of democracy may these philanthropic
intentions and institutions be spread broadcast throughout the world. Truly, this is a great and revered
nation. Here liberty has reached its highest degree. The intentions of its people are most praiseworthy.
They are, indeed, worthy of being the first to build the Tabernacle of the Most Great Peace and proclaim
the oneness of mankind. I will supplicate God for assistance and confirmation in your behalf.
(Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 35-37)

In this western world with its stimulating climate, its capacities for knowledge and lofty ideals, the
message of peace should be easily spread. The people are not so influenced by imitations and prejudices,
and through their comprehension of the real and unreal they should attain the truth....
But because I find the American nation so capable of achievement and this government the fairest of
western governments, its institutions superior to others, my wish and hope is that the banner of
international reconciliation may first be raised on this continent and the standard of the Most Great
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Peace be unfurled here. May the American people and their government unite in their efforts in order
that this light may dawn from this point and spread to all regions, for this is one of the greatest bestowals
of God. In order that America may avail herself of this opportunity, I beg that you strive and pray with
heart and soul, devoting all your energies to this end: that the banner of international peace may be
upraised here and that this democracy may be the cause of the cessation of warfare in all other
countries....
I supplicate the divine Kingdom and ask that you may be instrumental in establishing the great peace in
this country and that this government and nation may spread it to all the world.
(Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 83-84)

This revered American nation presents evidences of greatness and worth. It is my hope that this just
government will stand for peace so that warfare may be abolished throughout the world and the
standards of national unity and reconciliation be upraised. This is the greatest attainment of the world of
humanity. This American nation is equipped and empowered to accomplish that which will adorn the
pages of history, to become the envy of the world and be blest in the East and the West for the triumph of
its democracy.
(Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 103)

I find the United States of America an exceedingly progressive nation, the government just, the people in
a state of readiness and the principle of equality established to an extraordinary degree. Therefore, it is
my hope that, inasmuch as the standard of international peace must be upraised, it may be upraised upon
this continent, for this nation is more deserving and has greater capacity for such an initial step than any
other. If other nations should attempt to do this, the motive would be misunderstood. For instance, if
Great Britain should declare for international peace, it would be said that it has been done to ensure the
safety of her colonies. If France should hoist the standard, other nations would declare some hidden
diplomatic policy underlies the action; Russia would be suspected of national designs if the first step
were taken by that people, and so on with all the European and eastern governments. But the United
States of America could not be accused of any such selfish interest. Your government has, strictly
speaking, no colonies to protect. You are not endeavoring to extend your domain, nor have you need of
territorial expansion. Therefore, if America takes the first step toward the establishing of world peace, it
is certain to be ascribed to unselfishness and altruism. The world will say, “There is no other motive than
altruism and service to humanity in this action by the United States.” Therefore, it is my hope that you
may stand forth as the first herald of peace and hoist this banner, for this banner will be hoisted. Raise it
aloft, for you are the most qualified and deserving of nations....
...America has become renowned for her discoveries, inventions and artistic skill, famous for equity of
government and stupendous undertakings; now may she also become noted and celebrated as the herald
and messenger of universal peace. Let this be her mission and undertaking, and may its blessed impetus
spread to all countries.
(Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 121-122)

Now—praise be to God!—in all countries of the world, lovers of peace are to be found, and these
principles are being spread among mankind, especially in this country. Praise be to God! This thought is
prevailing, and souls are continually arising as defenders of the oneness of humanity, endeavoring to
assist and establish international peace. There is no doubt that this wonderful democracy will be able to
realize it, and the banner of international agreement will be unfurled here to spread onward and outward
among all the nations of the world.
(Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 125)

America has arisen to spread the teachings of peace, to increase the illumination of humankind and
bestow happiness and prosperity upon the children of men. These are the principles and evidences of
divine civilization. America is a noble nation, the standard-bearer of peace throughout the world,
shedding light to all regions. Foreign nations are not untrammeled and free from intrigues and
complications like the United States; therefore, they are not able to bring about universal harmony. But
America—praise be to God!—is at peace with all the world and is worthy of raising the flag of
brotherhood and international agreement. When this is done, the rest of the world will accept.
(Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 388-389)
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I can only for the present place on record my profound conviction that a community capable of showing
forth such deeds, of evincing such a spirit, of rising to such heights, cannot but be already possessed of
such potentialities as will enable it to vindicate, in the fullness of time, its right to be acclaimed as the
chief creator and champion of the World Order of Bahá'u'lláh.
Magnificent as has been this record, reminiscent as it is, in some of its aspects, of the exploits with
which the dawn-breakers of an heroic Age have proclaimed the birth of the Faith itself, the task
associated with the name of this privileged community is, far from approaching its climax, only
beginning to unfold. What the American believers have, within the space of almost fifty years, achieved
is infinitesimal when compared to the magnitude of the tasks ahead of them. The rumblings of that
catastrophic upheaval, which is to proclaim, at one and the same time, the death-pangs of the old order
and the birth-pangs of the new, indicate both the steady approach, as well as the awe-inspiring character,
of those tasks.
(The Advent of Divine Justice, pp. 10-11)

Such, dearly beloved friends, is the vista that stretches before the eyes, and challenges the resources, of
the American Bahá'í community in these, the concluding years of the First Century of the Bahá'í Era.
Such are the qualities and qualifications demanded of them for the proper discharge of their
responsibilities and duties. Such are the requirements, the possibilities, and the objectives of the Plan
that claims every ounce of their energy. Who knows but that these few remaining, fast-fleeting years,
may not be pregnant with events of unimaginable magnitude, with ordeals more severe than any that
humanity has as yet experienced, with conflicts more devastating than any which have preceded them.
Dangers, however sinister, must, at no time, dim the radiance of their new-born faith. Strife and
confusion, however bewildering, must never befog their vision. Tribulations, however afflictive, must
never shatter their resolve. Denunciations, however clamorous, must never sap their loyalty. Upheavals,
however cataclysmic, must never deflect their course. The present Plan, embodying the budding hopes
of a departed Master, must be pursued, relentlessly pursued, whatever may befall them in the future,
however distracting the crises that may agitate their country or the world. Far from yielding in their
resolve, far from growing oblivious of their task, they should, at no time, however much buffeted by
circumstances, forget that the synchronization of such world-shaking crises with the progressive
unfoldment and fruition of their divinely appointed task is itself the work of Providence, the design of an
inscrutable Wisdom, and the purpose of an all-compelling Will, a Will that directs and controls, in its
own mysterious way, both the fortunes of the Faith and the destinies of men. Such simultaneous
processes of rise and of fall, of integration and of disintegration, of order and chaos, with their
continuous and reciprocal reactions on each other, are but aspects of a greater Plan, one and indivisible,
whose Source is God, whose author is Bahá'u'lláh, the theater of whose operations is the entire planet,
and whose ultimate objectives are the unity of the human race and the peace of all mankind.
Reflections such as these should steel the resolve of the entire Bahá'í community, should dissipate their
forebodings, and arouse them to rededicate themselves to every single provision of that Divine Charter
whose outline has been delineated for them by the pen of `Abdu'l-Bahá.
(The Advent of Divine Justice, pp. 72-73)

To the efforts and accomplishments of those who, aware of the Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh, are now
laboring in that continent, to their present and future course of activity, I have, in the foregoing pages
sufficiently referred. A word, if the destiny of the American people, in its entirety, is to be correctly
apprehended, should now be said regarding the orientation of that nation as a whole, and the trend of the
affairs of its people. For no matter how ignorant of the Source from which those directing energies
proceed, and however slow and laborious the process, it is becoming increasingly evident that the nation
as a whole, whether through the agency of its government or otherwise, is gravitating, under the
influence of forces that it can neither comprehend nor control, towards such associations and policies,
wherein, as indicated by `Abdu'l-Bahá, her true destiny must lie. Both the community of the American
believers, who are aware of that Source, and the great mass of their countrymen, who have not as yet
recognized the Hand that directs their destiny, are contributing, each in its own way, to the realization of
the hopes, and the fulfillment of the promises, voiced in the above-quoted words of `Abdu'l-Bahá.
The world is moving on. Its events are unfolding ominously and with bewildering rapidity. The
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whirlwind of its passions is swift and alarmingly violent. The New World is being insensibly drawn into
its vortex. The potential storm centers of the earth are already casting their shadows upon its shores.
Dangers, undreamt of and unpredictable, threaten it both from within and from without. Its governments
and peoples are being gradually enmeshed in the coils of the world's recurrent crises and fierce
controversies. The Atlantic and Pacific Oceans are, with every acceleration in the march of science,
steadily shrinking into mere channels. The Great Republic of the West finds itself particularly and
increasingly involved. Distant rumblings echo menacingly in the ebullitions of its people. On its flanks
are ranged the potential storm centers of the European continent and of the Far East. On its southern
horizon there looms what might conceivably develop into another center of agitation and danger. The
world is contracting into a neighborhood. America, willingly or unwillingly, must face and grapple with
this new situation. For purposes of national security, let alone any humanitarian motive, she must assume
the obligations imposed by this newly created neighborhood. Paradoxical as it may seem, her only hope
of extricating herself from the perils gathering around her is to become entangled in that very web of
international association which the Hand of an inscrutable Providence is weaving.
(The Advent of Divine Justice, pp. 86-88)

The distance that the American nation has traveled since its formal and categoric repudiation of the
Wilsonian ideal, the changes that have unexpectedly overtaken it in recent years, the direction in which
world events are moving, with their inevitable impact on the policies and the economy of that nation, are
to every Bahá'í observer, viewing the developments in the international situation, in the light of the
prophecies of both Bahá'u'lláh and `Abdu'l-Bahá, most significant, and highly instructive and
encouraging. To trace the exact course which, in these troubled times and pregnant years, this nation will
follow would be impossible. We can only, judging from the direction its affairs are now taking,
anticipate the course she will most likely choose to pursue in her relationships with both the Republics
of America and the countries of the remaining continents.
A closer association with these Republics, on the one hand, and an increased participation, in varying
degrees, on the other, in the affairs of the whole world, as a result of recurrent international crises,
appear as the most likely developments which the future has in store for that country. Delays must
inevitably arise, setbacks must be suffered, in the course of that country's evolution towards its ultimate
destiny. Nothing, however, can alter eventually that course, ordained for it by the unerring pen of
`Abdu'l-Bahá. Its federal unity having already been achieved and its internal institutions consolidated—a
stage that marked its coming of age as a political entity—its further evolution, as a member of the family
of nations, must, under circumstances that cannot at present be visualized, steadily continue. Such an
evolution must persist until such time when that nation will, through the active and decisive part it will
have played in the organization and the peaceful settlement of the affairs of mankind, have attained the
plenitude of its powers and functions as an outstanding member, and component part, of a federated
world.
The immediate future must, as a result of this steady, this gradual, and inevitable absorption in the
manifold perplexities and problems afflicting humanity, be dark and oppressive for that nation. The
world-shaking ordeal which Bahá'u'lláh, as quoted in the foregoing pages, has so graphically prophesied,
may find it swept, to an unprecedented degree, into its vortex. Out of it it will probably emerge, unlike
its reactions to the last world conflict, consciously determined to seize its opportunity, to bring the full
weight of its influence to bear upon the gigantic problems that such an ordeal must leave in its wake, and
to exorcise forever, in conjunction with its sister nations of both the East and the West, the greatest curse
which, from time immemorial, has afflicted and degraded the human race.
Then, and only then, will the American nation, molded and purified in the crucible of a common war,
inured to its rigors, and disciplined by its lessons, be in a position to raise its voice in the councils of the
nations, itself lay the cornerstone of a universal and enduring peace, proclaim the solidarity, the unity,
and maturity of mankind, and assist in the establishment of the promised reign of righteousness on earth.
Then, and only then, will the American nation, while the community of the American believers within its
heart is consummating its divinely appointed mission, be able to fulfill the unspeakably glorious destiny
ordained for it by the Almighty, and immortally enshrined in the writings of `Abdu'l-Bahá. Then, and
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only then, will the American nation accomplish “that which will adorn the pages of history,” “become
the envy of the world and be blest in both the East and the West.”
(The Advent of Divine Justice, pp. 89-91)

The American nation, of which the community of the Most Great Name forms as yet a negligible and
infinitesimal part, stands, indeed, from whichever angle one observes its immediate fortunes, in grave
peril. The woes and tribulations which threaten it are partly avoidable, but mostly inevitable and Godsent, for by reason of them a government and people clinging tenaciously to the obsolescent doctrine of
absolute sovereignty and upholding a political system, manifestly at variance with the needs of a world
already contracted into a neighborhood and crying out for unity, will find itself purged of its
anachronistic conceptions, and prepared to play a preponderating role, as foretold by `Abdu'l-Bahá, in
the hoisting of the standard of the Lesser Peace, in the unification of mankind, and in the establishment
of a world federal government on this planet. These same fiery tribulations will not only firmly weld the
American nation to its sister nations in both hemispheres, but will through their cleansing effect, purge it
thoroughly of the accumulated dross which ingrained racial prejudice, rampant materialism, widespread
ungodliness and moral laxity have combined, in the course of successive generations, to produce, and
which have prevented her thus far from assuming the role of world spiritual leadership forecast by
`Abdu'l-Bahá's unerring pen—a role which she is bound to fulfill through travail and sorrow.
(Citadel of Faith, pp. 126-127)

THE WORKINGS OF TWO SIMULTANEOUS PROCESSES
How could it forfeit its birthright or mar its heritage, when the country from which the vast majority of
its members have sprung, the great republic of the West, government and people alike, is itself, through
experiment and trial, slowly, painfully, unwittingly and irresistibly advancing towards the goal destined
for it by both Bahá'u'lláh and `Abdu'l-Bahá? Indeed if we would read aright the signs of the times, and
appraise correctly the significances of contemporaneous events that are impelling forward both the
American Bahá'í Community and the nation of which it forms a part on the road leading them to their
ultimate destiny, we cannot fail to perceive the workings of two simultaneous processes, generated as far
back as the concluding years of the Heroic Age of our Faith, each clearly defined, each distinctly
separate, yet closely related and destined to culminate, in the fullness of time, in a single glorious
consummation.
One of these processes is associated with the mission of the American Bahá'í Community, the other with
the destiny of the American nation. The one serves directly the interests of the Administrative Order of
the Faith of Bahá'u'lláh, the other promotes indirectly the institutions that are to be associated with the
establishment of His World Order. The first process dates back to the revelation of those stupendous
Tablets constituting the Charter of `Abdu'l-Bahá's Divine Plan. It was held in abeyance for well-nigh
twenty years while the fabric of an indispensable Administrative Order, designed as a divinely appointed
agency for the operation of that Plan, was being constructed. It registered its initial success with the
triumphant conclusion of the first stage of its operation in the republics of the Western Hemisphere. It
signalized the opening of the second phase of its development through the inauguration of the present
teaching campaign in the European continent. It must pass into the third stage of its evolution with the
initiation of the third Seven Year Plan, designed to culminate in the establishment of the structure of the
Administrative Order in all the remaining sovereign states and chief dependencies of the globe. It must
reach the end of the first epoch in its evolution with the fulfillment of the prophecy mentioned by Daniel
in the last chapter of His Book, related to the year 1335, and associated by `Abdu'l-Bahá with the world
triumph of the Faith of His Father. It will be consummated through the emergence of the Bahá'í World
Commonwealth in the Golden Age of the Bahá'í Dispensation.
The other process dates back to the outbreak of the first World War that threw the great republic of the
West into the vortex of the first stage of a world upheaval. It received its initial impetus through the
formulation of President Wilson's Fourteen Points, closely associating for the first time that republic
with the fortunes of the Old World. It suffered its first setback through the dissociation of that republic
from the newly born League of Nations which that president had labored to create. It acquired added
momentum through the outbreak of the second World War, inflicting unprecedented suffering on that
republic, and involving it still further in the affairs of all the continents of the globe.... It must, however
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long and tortuous the way, lead, through a series of victories and reverses, to the political unification of
the Eastern and Western Hemispheres, to the emergence of a world government and the establishment of
the Lesser Peace, as foretold by Bahá'u'lláh and foreshadowed by the Prophet Isaiah. It must, in the end,
culminate in the unfurling of the banner of the Most Great Peace, in the Golden Age of the Dispensation
of Bahá'u'lláh.
A PARALLEL BETWEEN THE AMERICAN BAHÁ'Í COMMUNITY AND THE AMERICAN
REPUBLIC
...On the other hand is a nation that has achieved undisputed ascendancy in the entire Western
Hemisphere, whose rulers have been uniquely honored by being collectively addressed by the Author of
the Bahá'í Revelation in His Kitáb-i-Aqdas; which has been acclaimed by `Abdu'l-Bahá as the “home of
the righteous and the gathering-place of the free,” where the “splendors of His light shall be revealed,
where the mysteries of His Faith shall be unveiled” and belonging to a continent which, as recorded by
that same pen, “giveth signs and evidences of very great advancement,” whose “future is even more
promising,” whose “influence and illumination are far-reaching,” and which “will lead all nations
spiritually.” Moreover, it is to this great republic of the West that the Center of the Covenant of
Bahá'u'lláh has referred as the nation that has “developed powers and capacities greater and more
wonderful than other nations,” and which “is equipped and empowered to accomplish that which will
adorn the pages of history, to become the envy of the world, and be blest in both the East and the West
for the triumph of its people.” It is for this same American democracy that He expressed His fervent
hope that it might be “the first nation to establish the foundation of international agreement,” “to
proclaim the unity of mankind,” and “to unfurl the Standard of the Most Great Peace,” that it might
become “the distributing center of spiritual enlightenment, and all the world receive this heavenly
blessing,” and that its inhabitants might “rise from their present material attainments to such a height
that heavenly illumination may stream from this center to all the peoples of the world.” It is in
connection with its people that He has affirmed that they are “indeed worthy of being the first to build
the Tabernacle of the Great Peace and proclaim the oneness of mankind.”
THE UNITED STATES IS SIGNALLY BLEST
This nation so signally blest, occupying so eminent and responsible a position in a continent so
wonderfully endowed, was the first among the nations of the West to be warmed and illuminated by the
rays of the Revelation of Bahá'u'lláh, soon after the proclamation of His Covenant on the morrow of His
ascension. This nation, moreover, may well claim to have, as a result of its effective participation in both
the first and second world wars, redressed the balance, saved mankind the horrors of devastation and
bloodshed involved in the prolongation of hostilities, and decisively contributed, in the course of the
latter conflict, to the overthrow of the exponents of ideologies fundamentally at variance with the
universal tenets of our Faith.
To her President, the immortal Woodrow Wilson, must be ascribed the unique honor, among the
statesmen of any nation, whether of the East or of the West, of having voiced sentiments so akin to the
principles animating the Cause of Bahá'u'lláh, and of having more than any other world leader,
contributed to the creation of the League of Nations—achievements which the pen of the Center of
God's Covenant acclaimed as signalizing the dawn of the Most Great Peace, whose sun, according to
that same pen, must needs arise as the direct consequence of the enforcement of the laws of the
Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh.
To the matchless position achieved by so preeminent a president of the American Union, in a former
period, at so critical a juncture in international affairs, must now be added the splendid initiative taken,
in recent years by the American government, culminating in the birth of the successor of that League in
San Francisco, and the establishment of its permanent seat in the city of New York. Nor can the
preponderating influence exerted by this nation in the councils of the world, the prodigious economic
and political power that it wields, the prestige it enjoys, the wealth of which it disposes, the idealism that
animates its people, her magnificent contribution, as a result of her unparalleled productive power, for
the relief of human suffering and the rehabilitation of peoples and nations, be overlooked in a survey of
the position which she holds, and which distinguishes her from her sister nations in both the new and old
worlds.
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TRIBULATIONS ARE INEVITABLE
Many and divers are the setbacks and reverses which this nation, extolled so highly by `Abdu'l-Bahá,
and occupying at present so unique a position among its fellow nations, must, alas, suffer. The road
leading to its destiny is long, thorny and tortuous. The impact of various forces upon the structure and
polity of that nation will be tremendous. Tribulations, on a scale unprecedented in its history, and
calculated to purge its institutions, to purify the hearts of its people, to fuse its constituent elements, and
to weld it into one entity with its sister nations in both hemispheres, are inevitable.
In one of the most remarkable Tablets revealed by `Abdu'l-Bahá, passages of which have already been
quoted on previous occasions, written in the evening of His life, soon after the termination of the first
World War, He anticipates, in succinct and ominous sentences, the successive ebullitions which must
afflict humanity, and whose full force the American nation must, if her destiny is to be accomplished,
inevitably experience. “The ills from which the world now suffers,” He wrote, “will multiply; the gloom
which envelops it will deepen. The Balkans will remain discontented. Its restlessness will increase. The
vanquished powers will continue to agitate. They will resort to every measure that may rekindle the
flame of war. Movements, newly born and world-wide in their range, will exert their utmost effort for
the advancement of their designs. The Movement of the Left will acquire great importance. Its influence
will spread.”
The agitation in the Balkan Peninsula; the feverish activity in which Germany and Italy played a
disastrous role, culminating in the outbreak of the second World War; the rise of the Fascist and Nazi
movements, which spread their ramifications to distant parts of the globe; the spread of communism
which, as a result of the victory of Soviet Russia in that same war, has been greatly accelerated—all
these happenings, some unequivocally, others in veiled language, have been forecast in this Tablet, the
full force of whose implications are as yet undisclosed, and which, we may well anticipate, the American
nation, as yet insufficiently schooled by adversity, must sooner or later experience.
AMERICA TO EVOLVE UNTIL LAST TASK IS DISCHARGED
Whatever the Hand of a beneficent and inscrutable Destiny has reserved for this youthful, this virile, this
idealistic, this spiritually blessed and enviable nation, however severe the storms which may buffet it in
the days to come in either hemisphere, however sweeping the changes which the impact of cataclysmic
forces from without, and the stirrings of a Divine embryonic Order from within, will effect in its
structure and life, we may, confident in the words uttered by `Abdu'l-Bahá, feel assured that that great
republic—the shell that enshrines so precious a member of the world community of the followers of His
Father—will continue to evolve, undivided and undefeatable, until the sum total of its contributions to
the birth, the rise and the fruition of that world civilization, the child of the Most Great Peace and
hallmark of the Golden Age of the Dispensation of Bahá'u'lláh, will have been made, and its last task
discharged.
(Citadel of Faith, pp. 31-38)

