
And now concerning thy question regarding
the nature of religion. Know thou that they
who are  truly wise  have  likened the world
unto the human temple. As the body of man
needeth a garment to clothe it, so the body of
mankind   must   needs   be   adorned   with   the
mantle of justice and wisdom. Its robe is the
Revelation   vouchsafed   unto   it   by   God.
Whenever this robe hath fulfilled its purpose,
the   Almighty   will   assuredly   renew   it.   For
every   age   requireth   a   fresh   measure   of   the
light of God. Every Divine Revelation hath
been sent down in a manner that befitted the
circumstances   of   the   age   in   which   it   hath
appeared.

Bahá'u'lláh

In truth, religion is  a radiant light and an
impregnable   stronghold   for   the   protection
and welfare of the peoples of the world, for
the fear of God impelleth man to hold fast to
that which is good, and shun all evil. Should
the lamp of religion be obscured, chaos and
confusion   will   ensue,   and   the   lights   of
fairness and justice, of tranquillity and peace
cease to shine.  Unto this will bear witness

every man of true understanding.
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The purpose  of   religion as   revealed  from the
heaven of God's holy Will is to establish unity
and concord amongst the peoples of the world;
make it not the cause of dissension and strife.
The religion of God and His divine law are the
most potent instruments and the surest of all
means for the dawning of the light of unity
amongst men. The progress of the world,  the
development   of   nations,   the   tranquillity   of
peoples,   and   the  peace   of   all  who  dwell   on
earth are among the principles and ordinances
of God. Religion bestoweth upon man the most
precious   of   all   gifts,   offereth   the   cup   of
prosperity,   imparteth   eternal   life,   and
showereth   imperishable   benefits   upon
mankind.
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Chaos and confusion are daily increasing in the
world.  They  will  attain  such  intensity  as   to
render   the   frame of  mankind unable   to  bear
them. Then will men be awakened and become
aware that religion is impregnable stronghold
and the manifest   light  of  the world,  and its

laws, exhortations and teachings the source of
life on earth.
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That the divers communions of the earth, and
the   manifold   systems   of   religious   belief,
should never be allowed to foster the feelings
of animosity among men, is, in this Day, of
the   essence   of   the   Faith   of   God   and   His
Religion.   These   principles   and   laws,   these
firmly­established and mighty systems,  have
proceeded from one Source,  and are  rays  of
one Light. That they differ one from another
is   to   be   attributed   to   the   varying
requirements of the ages in which they were
promulgated.
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The second word We have recorded on the
second   leaf   of   Paradise   is   the   following:
"The   Pen   of   the   Divine   Expounder
exhorteth,   at   this   moment,   the
manifestations of authority and the sources
of power, namely the kings and rulers of the
earth—may   God   assist   them—and
enjoineth   them   to   uphold   the   cause   of
religion, and to cleave unto it. Religion is,
verily,   the   chief   instrument   for   the



establishment of order in the world, and of
tranquillity   amongst   its   peoples.   The
weakening   of   the   pillars   of   religion   hath
strengthened   the   foolish,   and   emboldened
them, and made them more arrogant. Verily
I say: The greater the decline of religion, the
more   grievous   the   waywardness   of   the
ungodly. This cannot but lead in the end to
chaos  and confusion.  Hear Me,  O men of
insight, and be warned, ye who are endued
with discernment!"
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The   Great   Being   saith:   O   ye   children   of
men!   The   fundamental   purpose   animating
the  Faith   of  God  and  His  Religion   is   to
safeguard   the   interests   and   promote   the
unity of the human race, and to foster the
spirit of love and fellowship amongst men.
Suffer   it   not   to   become   a   source   of
dissension and discord, of hate and enmity.
This   is   the   straight   Path,   the   fixed   and
immovable   foundation.   Whatsoever   is
raised on this foundation, the changes and
chances  of  the world can never   impair   its
strength,   nor   will   the   revolution   of
countless centuries undermine its structure.
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The essence of religion is to testify unto that
which the Lord hath revealed, and follow that
which He hath ordained in His mighty Book.
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