Even as He saith: “Some of the Apostles
We have caused to excel the others. To some
God hath spoken, some He hath raised and
exalted. And to Jesus, Son of Mary, We
gave manifest signs, and We strengthened
Him with the Holy Spirit.”

and ignorance. Through Him, the unchaste
and wayward were healed. Through His
power, born of Almighty God, the eyes of
the blind were opened, and the soul of the
sinner sanctified.
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Know thou that when the Son of Man
yielded up His breath to God, the whole
creation wept with a great weeping. By
sacrificing Himself, however, a fresh
capacity was infused into all created things.
Its evidences, as witnessed in all the peoples
of the earth, are now manifest before thee.
The deepest wisdom which the sages have
uttered, the profoundest learning which any
mind hath unfolded, the arts which the
ablest hands have produced, the influence
exerted by the most potent of rulers, are but
manifestations of the quickening power
released by His transcendent, His
allpervasive, and resplendent Spirit.
We testify that when He came into the
world, He shed the splendor of His glory
upon all created things. Through Him the
leper recovered from the leprosy of perversity

enemies. So fierce was the opposition which
He, the Essence of Being and Lord of the
visible and invisible, had to face, that He
had nowhere to lay His head. He wandered
continually from place to place, deprived of a
permanent abode.

And when the days of Moses were ended,
and the light of Jesus, shining forth from the
Day Spring of the Spirit, encompassed the
world, all the people of Israel arose in protest
against Him. They clamored that He Whose
advent the Bible had foretold must needs
promulgate and fulfil the laws of Moses,
whereas this youthful Nazarene, who laid
claim to the station of the divine Messiah,
had annulled the laws of divorce and of the
sabbath day—the most weighty of all the
laws of Moses. Moreover, what of the signs
of the Manifestation yet to come? These
people of Israel are even unto the present day
still expecting that Manifestation which the
Bible hath foretold!
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Reflect how Jesus, the Spirit of God, was,
notwithstanding His extreme meekness and
perfect tenderheartedness, treated by His

Consider those who rejected the Spirit
[Jesus] when He came unto them with
manifest dominion. How numerous the
Pharisees who had secluded themselves in
synagogues in His name, lamenting over
their separation from Him, and yet when
the portals of reunion were flung open and
the divine Luminary shone resplendent from
the Dayspring of Beauty, they disbelieved
in God, the Exalted, the Mighty. They
failed
to
attain
His
presence,
notwithstanding that His advent had been
promised them in the Book of Isaiah as well
as in the Books of the Prophets and the
Messengers. No one from among them
turned his face towards the Dayspring of
divine bounty except such as were destitute
of any power amongst men. And yet, today,
every man endowed with power and
invested with sovereignty prideth himself on

His Name. Moreover, call thou to mind the
one who sentenced Jesus to death. He was
the most learned of his age in his own
country, whilst he who was only a
fisherman believed in Him. Take good heed
and be of them that observe the warning.
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It happened one day in the time of Christ—
may the life of the world be a sacrifice unto
Him—that He passed by the dead body of a
dog, a carcass reeking, hideous, the limbs
rotting away. One of those present said:
'How foul its stench!' And another said:
'How sickening! How loathsome!' To be
brief, each one of them had something to
add to the list.
But then Christ Himself spoke, and He told
them: 'Look at that dog's teeth! How
gleaming white!'
The Messiah's sincovering gaze did not for
a moment dwell upon the repulsiveness of
that carrion. The one element of that dead
dog's carcass which was not abomination
was the teeth: and Jesus looked upon their
brightness.
`Abdu'l-Bahá
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