Watch over yourselves, for the Evil One is
lying in wait, ready to entrap you. Gird
yourselves against his wicked devices, and,
led by the light of the name of the
AllSeeing God, make your escape from the
darkness that surroundeth you. Let your
vision be worldembracing, rather than
confined to your own self. The Evil One is
he that hindereth the rise and obstructeth
the spiritual progress of the children of men.
Bahá 'u'llá h

Every good thing is of God, and every evil
thing is from yourselves.
Bahá 'u'llá h

Pass beyond the narrow retreats of your evil
and corrupt desires, and advance into the
vast immensity of the realm of God, and
abide ye in the meads of sanctity and of
detachment, that the fragrance of your
deeds may lead the whole of mankind to the
ocean of God's unfading glory.
Bahá 'u'llá h

The civilization, so often vaunted by the
learned exponents of arts and sciences, will,

if allowed to overleap the bounds of
moderation, bring great evil upon men. Thus
warneth you He Who is the AllKnowing.
If carried to excess, civilization will prove
as prolific a source of evil as it had been of
goodness when kept within the restraints of
moderation.
Bahá 'u'llá h

...the heart which receives a portion of the
bounty of the Spirit becomes sanctified, good
and pure—that is to say, the reality of man
becomes purified and sanctified from the
impurities of the world of nature. These
natural impurities are evil qualities: anger,
lust, worldliness, pride, lying, hypocrisy,
fraud, selflove, etc.
`Abdu'l-Bahá

Know thou for a certainty that whoso
disbelieveth in God is neither trustworthy
nor truthful. This, indeed, is the truth, the
undoubted truth. He that acteth
treacherously towards God will, also, act
treacherously towards his king. Nothing
whatever can deter such a man from evil,
nothing can hinder him from betraying his
neighbor, nothing can induce him to walk
uprightly.
Bahá 'u'llá h

...that there is no fiercer hell, no more fiery
abyss, than to possess a character that is evil
and unsound; no more darksome pit nor
loathsome torment than to show forth
qualities which deserve to be condemned.
`Abdu'l-Bahá

...capacity is of two kinds: natural capacity
and acquired capacity. The first, which is
the creation of God, is purely good—in the
creation of God there is no evil; but the
acquired capacity has become the cause of
the appearance of evil. For example, God
has created all men in such a manner and
has given them such a constitution and such
capacities that they are benefited by sugar
and honey and harmed and destroyed by
poison. This nature and constitution is
innate, and God has given it equally to all
mankind. But man begins little by little to
accustom himself to poison by taking a
small quantity each day, and gradually
increasing it, until he reaches such a point
that he cannot live without a gram of

opium every day. The natural capacities are
thus completely perverted. Observe how
much the natural capacity and constitution
can be changed, until by different habits
and training they become entirely perverted.
`Abdu'l-Bahá

In creation there is no evil; all is good.
Certain qualities and natures innate in some
men and apparently blameworthy are not so
in reality. For example, from the beginning
of his life you can see in a nursing child the
signs of greed, of anger and of temper. Then,
it may be said, good and evil are innate in
the reality of man, and this is contrary to
the pure goodness of nature and creation.
The answer to this is that greed, which is to
ask for something more, is a praiseworthy
quality provided that it is used suitably. So
if a man is greedy to acquire science and
knowledge, or to become compassionate,
generous and just, it is most praiseworthy.
If he exercises his anger and wrath against
the bloodthirsty tyrants who are like
ferocious beasts, it is very praiseworthy; but
if he does not use these qualities in a right
way, they are blameworthy.
`Abdu'l-Bahá
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