
Bend your energies to whatever may foster
the education of men.

Bahá'u'lláh

Unto  every   father  hath been   enjoined  the
instruction of his son and daughter in the
art of reading and writing and in all that
hath been laid down in the Holy Tablet. He
that   putteth   away   that   which   is
commanded unto him, the Trustees are then
to take from him that which is required for
their   instruction   if   he   be  wealthy  and,   if
not, the matter devolveth upon the House of
Justice. Verily have We made it a shelter for
the poor and needy. 

Bahá'u'lláh

Man  is   the   supreme  Talisman.  Lack  of  a
proper   education   hath,   however,   deprived
him   of   that   which   he   doth   inherently
possess. Through a word proceeding out of
the mouth of God he was called into being;
by   one   word   more   he   was   guided   to
recognize the Source of his education; by yet
another word his station and destiny were
safeguarded. The Great Being saith: Regard
man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable

value.   Education   can,   alone,   cause   it   to
reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to
benefit therefrom.

Bahá'u'lláh

Everyone,   whether   man   or   woman,   should
hand over  to  a  trusted person a portion of
what   he   or   she   earneth   through   trade,
agriculture   or   other   occupation,   for   the
training   and   education   of   children,   to   be
spent for this purpose with the knowledge of
the Trustees of the House of Justice.

Bahá'u'lláh

And among the teachings of  Bahá'u'lláh  is
the   promotion   of   education.   Every   child
must be instructed in sciences as much as is
necessary. If the parents are able to provide
the expenses of this education, it is all right;
otherwise   the  community  must  provide   the
means for the teaching of that child.

`Abdu'l-Bahá

Let   the   mothers   consider   that   whatever
concerneth the education of children is of the
first   importance.  Let   them put   forth   every
effort in this regard, for when the bough is

green and tender   it  will  grow  in  whatever
way   ye   train   it.   Therefore   is   it   incumbent
upon the mothers to rear their little ones even
as a gardener tendeth his young plants. Let
them strive by day and by night to establish
within their children faith and certitude, the
fear of God, the love of the Beloved of the
worlds,   and   all   good   qualities   and   traits.
Whensoever   a   mother   seeth   that   her   child
hath done well,   let  her  praise and applaud
him and cheer his heart; and if the slightest
undesirable   trait   should  manifest   itself,   let
her counsel the child and punish him, and use
means based on reason, even a slight verbal
chastisement should this  be  necessary.  It   is
not, however, permissible to strike a child, or
vilify  him,   for   the  child's   character  will  be
totally perverted if he be subjected to blows
or verbal abuse.

`Abdu'l-Bahá

And further,   those  present   should  concern
themselves with every means of training the
girl   children;   with   teaching   the   various
branches  of  knowledge,   good  behaviour,  a
proper way of life, the cultivation of a good
character,   chastity   and   constancy,



perseverance,   strength,   determination,
firmness     of   purpose;   with   household
management, the education of children, and
whatever especially applieth to the needs of
girls—to the end that these girls, reared in
the stronghold of all perfections, and with
the  protection of  a  goodly  character,  will,
when they themselves become mothers, bring
up   their   children   from   earliest   infancy   to
have   a   good   character   and   conduct
themselves well.

`Abdu'l-Bahá

The question of the training and education
of children in case one of the parents is a
non­Bahá'í is one which solely concerns the
parents   themselves,   who   should   decide
about it in the way they find best and most
conducive to the maintenance of the unity
of their family, and to the future welfare of
their children.

Shoghi Effendi

So  long as the mother faileth to train her
children, and start them on a proper way of
life, the training which they receive later on
will not take its full effect.

`Abdu'l-Bahá
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